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How to Make a Paper Tricorn Hat: A Step �by �Step Guide

Picture a breezy afternoon on a colonial street, the clack of wooden shoes echoing past. In that era, a tricorn hat—

those iconic three �pointed caps—signaled status, authority, and a touch of daring fashion. Today, you can bring that

historic style into your own creative projects, classrooms, or costume parties with a simple, eco �friendly craft: a

paper tricorn hat. This tutorial will walk you through every detail, from selecting the right paper to adding finishing

touches that bring the hat to life. By the end, you’ll know how to make a paper tricorn hat that looks authentic, feels

comfortable, and showcases your artistic flair.

Why Choose a Paper Tricorn Hat?

Paper hats offer several advantages for hobbyists and educators alike:

•  Affordability – A stack of cardstock or thick paper costs a fraction of the price of real fabric hats.

•  Eco �friendly – Recycled paper or biodegradable materials keep your craft green.

•  Versatility – Use them for school projects, theater props, Halloween costumes, or simple desk décor.

•  Skill development – Cutting, folding, and gluing paper improves fine motor skills and spatial awareness.

Whether you’re a seasoned paper crafter or a beginner, this guide will help you create a tricorn hat that looks

polished and feels secure on your head.

Materials You’ll Need

Gathering the right supplies is the first step. Below is a comprehensive list that covers basic options and optional

upgrades.

Base Paper

•  Cardstock (12–14 pt) – The most common choice for durability and ease of cutting.

•  Construction paper – Colorful, lightweight, and inexpensive.

•  Recycled paper sheets – Eco �friendly and often textured for a rustic look.

Tools

•  Craft knife or scissors – Sharp blades make clean cuts.

•  Ruler (12 /inches or 30 /cm) – Ensures straight lines.

•  Cutting mat (optional) – Protects surfaces when using a knife.

•  Glue sticks or liquid glue – For attaching pieces.

•  Double �sided tape (optional) – Adds extra strength.

•  Decorative trim or ribbon – For a polished finish.

Optional Extras

•  Stiffening spray or glue paste – Helps the hat hold its shape.

•  Fabric or faux leather accents – Adds texture and authenticity.

•  Paint or markers – For personalized designs.

Step �by �Step Instructions



Step 1: Design Your Template

Before cutting any paper, create a template that outlines the hat’s shape. A traditional tricorn hat has three distinct

points—two forward and one backward. The base of the hat is usually a circular or oval shape that sits on the head,

with flaps extending to form the points.

1.  Measure your head circumference. Wrap a flexible tape measure around the widest part of your head (just 

above the ears). Record the measurement in inches or centimeters.

2.  Determine the base diameter. Divide the circumference by <��ƒ2ã�C�b’à For example, a 22 �inch circumference 

yields a 7 �inch diameter. This diameter will be the base of your hat.

3.  Sketch the shape. On a piece of paper, draw a circle or oval with the calculated diameter. Then, draw three 

triangular flaps attached to the circle: two pointing forward and one pointing backward. The forward flaps should be 

slightly larger to mimic the classic look.

4.  Transfer the template. Cut out the template and trace it onto your cardstock or construction paper. Use a ruler 

to keep the lines straight.

Step 2: Cut Out the Pieces

Precision is key. Use a sharp blade or scissors to cut along the traced lines. If you’re working with thicker cardstock,

a craft knife will give cleaner edges. Keep the paper flat on a cutting mat to avoid accidental cuts.

Step 3: Fold the Flaps

The three flaps must fold smoothly to create the distinctive points. Follow these folding instructions:

1.  Mark fold lines. On each flap, draw a line that runs from the base circle to the tip of the flap. The line should 

be about 1.5 inches (3.8 /cm) from the edge of the flap to allow a neat fold.

2.  Score the lines. Lightly press the blade along the fold lines to create a shallow groove. This helps the paper 

fold evenly.

3.  Fold each flap. Fold the flap along the scored line, aligning the edges. Smooth out any creases with your 

fingers.

4.  Secure the folds. Apply a small dab of glue or double �sided tape along the fold line to keep the flap in place. 

Let it dry for a few minutes.

Step 4: Assemble the Hat

Now that the flaps are folded, it’s time to assemble the hat into a three �dimensional shape.

1.  Attach the base. If you have a separate base circle, glue it to the center of the folded flaps. If the base is part 

of the same piece, ensure it’s centered.

2.  Align the flaps. Position the two forward flaps so they point outward on either side of the base. The backward 

flap should face the back of your head.

3.  Glue the flaps to the base. Apply glue along the edges where each flap meets the base. Press gently to 

ensure a tight bond.

4.  Let it dry. Allow the glue to set for at least 30 minutes before moving the hat.

Step 5: Reinforce the Structure

A paper hat can be fragile, especially if you plan to wear it. Reinforcement gives it durability and a polished look.

1.  Apply a stiffening agent. Spray a light coat of stiffening spray or apply a thin layer of glue paste along the 

base and inside the flaps. This helps the hat maintain its shape.

2.  Insert a lightweight support. If you want extra stability, cut a thin strip of cardstock or paperboard that fits 

inside the base. Glue it along the inner edge of the base for added support.

3.  Trim excess glue. Use scissors to remove any excess glue or tape that might create bulk.



Step 6: Add Decorative Elements

Personalize your hat to make it truly yours. The classic tricorn hat often featured a ribbon or a feather, but you can

get creative.

•  Ribbon band. Cut a strip of satin or grosgrain ribbon to fit the base circumference. Glue the ribbon around the 

hat’s base, leaving a small gap for a decorative pin or button.

•  Feather or tassel. Attach a faux feather or a small tassel at the tip of one of the forward flaps. This adds a 

touch of elegance.

•  Paint or markers. Use watercolor or acrylic paint to color the hat in classic hues like navy blue, burgundy, or a 

bold gold. Let the paint dry completely.

•  Embossing or stamping. Add a subtle pattern or emblem to the base for an authentic feel.

Step 7: Test Fit and Adjust

Place the hat on your head. If it feels loose or too tight, adjust the base circumference or trim the flaps slightly. For a

snug fit, you can add a small elastic band inside the base that stretches gently around your head.

Advanced Tips for a Realistic Finish

Use a Paper Mache Technique

For a thicker, more durable hat, try paper mache. Soak strips of newspaper in a glue �water mixture, layer them over

the base, and let them dry. Once dry, cut the paper mache into the tricorn shape and glue the flaps as described

above.

Incorporate Textured Paper

To emulate the texture of real leather or brocade, use textured cardstock or add a thin layer of vellum over the hat’s

surface. This adds depth and visual interest.

Add a Real Feather

If you’re comfortable handling real feathers, attach a single feather to the tip of a forward flap. Use a small amount

of glue or a tiny pin to secure it. Be mindful of feather allergies and ensure the feather is clean and safe to handle.

Make a Reversible Hat

Cut two identical hat shapes from different colored paper. Glue one to the other, leaving a small seam at the base.

Flip the hat to reveal a different color on each side, making it a versatile accessory.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

•  Over �gluing. Excess glue can cause the hat to warp. Apply glue sparingly and let it dry before adding more.

•  Uneven folds. Score fold lines carefully and use a bone folder to keep folds crisp.

•  Improper sizing. Measure your head accurately and double �check your calculations.

•  Skipping reinforcement. A paper hat without support will collapse. Always add a stiffening layer or support 

strip.

•  Ignoring drying time. Rushing the hat before glue dries can cause misalignment. Give each step adequate 

drying time.

Creative Uses for Your Paper Tricorn Hat

Once you’ve mastered the craft, there are countless ways to use your paper tricorn hat:



•  Historical reenactments. Add authenticity to period costumes.

•  Halloween costumes. Pair with pirate or 18th �century attire.

•  School projects. Demonstrate historical fashion or create a decorative display.

•  Party props. Serve as a fun accessory for themed events.

•  Desk décor. Place the hat on a bookshelf for a whimsical touch.

Conclusion

Creating a paper tricorn hat is a rewarding project that blends history, creativity, and craftsmanship. By carefully

selecting materials, following precise steps, and adding thoughtful details, you can produce a hat that not only

looks authentic but also feels comfortable to wear. Whether you’re a teacher looking to engage students, a hobbyist

seeking a new challenge, or a costume designer aiming for an accurate period look, this guide equips you with

everything you need to succeed. So gather your supplies, roll up your sleeves, and bring the elegance of the 18th

century into your own space—one paper hat at a time.
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