
GENERAL

how to keep wasps away
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

How to Keep Wasps Away: A Complete Guide to Wasp Prevention and 
Control

Wasps are a common sight in late spring and summer, but their presence can quickly turn from harmless to

hazardous. Whether you’re hosting a backyard barbecue, enjoying a sunny patio, or simply want peace of mind,

learning how to keep wasps away is essential. This guide offers a comprehensive, science �backed approach to

wasp prevention, natural deterrents, and safe removal techniques—all written in a friendly, reader �first style.

Why Is Wasp Prevention Important?

Wasps play a valuable role in ecosystems as pollinators and natural pest controllers. However, when their numbers

grow or nests form near living spaces, they can become aggressive. A sting can cause painful reactions, allergic

responses, and in severe cases, anaphylaxis. Keeping wasps away protects your family, pets, and property from

these risks.

Understanding Wasp Behavior

Types of Wasps You’ll Encounter

•  Paper Wasps – Build thin, paper �like nests from chewed plant fibers.

•  Yellow Jackets – Aggressive, often nesting in walls or underground.

•  Hornets – Larger, more aggressive, and usually found in wooded areas.

When Wasps Become a Problem

Wasps tend to become problematic when they:

•  Build nests close to human activity areas.

•  Attract to sweet or protein �rich food sources.

•  Encounter disturbances that provoke defensive aggression.

Signs Your Home Is Attracting Wasps

Spotting early signs helps you take preventive action before a full �blown nest appears:

•  Frequent, rapid flights around your yard.

•  Visible nests in trees, shrubs, or eaves.

•  Stings or bites that occur more often than usual.

•  Buzzing noise near outdoor seating or food areas.

Preventive Measures: Keeping Wasps Out Before They Arrive

1. Eliminate Food Traps

Wasps are attracted to sugary drinks, fruit, and protein sources. Keep these items sealed and clean up spills

promptly.



•  Use sealed containers for trash and compost.

•  Cover or refrigerate leftover food after outdoor meals.

•  Wipe down grills and picnic tables after use.

2. Seal Entry Points

Inspect your home for cracks, gaps, and openings that could serve as entryways. Seal them with caulk or weather

stripping.

3. Remove Attractants

Reduce the appeal of your yard to wasps:

•  Trim overgrown shrubs and trees.

•  Clear debris, leaf piles, and old nesting sites.

•  Keep pet food bowls indoors or covered.

4. Use Physical Barriers

Install screens on windows and doors, and consider a fine mesh over open food areas during gatherings.

5. Maintain Cleanliness Around Outdoor Spaces

Wasps are drawn to stagnant water and exposed food. Regularly empty birdbaths, clean gutters, and avoid leaving

pet food outside.

Natural Wasps Deterrents

1. Essential Oil Sprays

Wasps dislike the scent of certain essential oils. Create a spray by mixing:

•  1 cup of water

•  10–15 drops of peppermint oil or lemongrass oil

•  1 tablespoon of dish soap (to help the mixture stick to surfaces)

Apply around the perimeter of your yard or outdoor seating areas.

2. Vinegar and Water Solution

Mix equal parts white vinegar and water in a spray bottle. Wasps are repelled by the strong smell of vinegar.

3. Cinnamon or Clove Sticks

Place cinnamon or clove sticks near potential nesting sites. Their strong aroma masks the scents that attract wasps.

4. Plant Repellents

•  Marigolds

•  Lavender

•  Citronella

•  Rue

Planting these around your yard can help reduce wasp activity.

DIY Wasp Traps: Low �Cost, Low �Risk Solutions

1. Sugar Water Trap

Fill a shallow dish with a mixture of sugar and water. Add a few drops of dish soap to break surface tension, and



place it near the entrance of a suspected nest. Wasps will be attracted, enter, and become trapped.

2. Fruit Trap

Place overripe fruit in a container with a lid that has small holes. The scent draws wasps inside, where they can’t

escape.

3. Commercial Wasp Traps

Many pest control retailers offer ready �made traps. Look for ones labeled “wasp safe” and follow the manufacturer’s

instructions closely.

When to Call a Professional

Although many small nests can be handled at home, larger nests or nests in difficult locations (e.g., inside walls,

underground, or in trees) require professional removal. A licensed pest control expert will:

•  Identify the species and assess nest size.

•  Use safe, effective removal techniques.

•  Provide preventive advice tailored to your property.

Safety Tips When Dealing With Wasps

•  Wear long sleeves, pants, and closed �toe shoes.

•  Never spray directly at a nest; aim at the entrance.

•  Keep children and pets away from treatment areas.

•  Use a 10 �minute window after treatment to avoid re �entry.

•  Have an epinephrine auto �injector ready if you have a known allergy.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

•  Using bright colored clothing that attracts wasps.

•  Leaving food out for extended periods.

•  Ignoring early signs of nesting.

•  Spraying pesticides in the evening when wasps are most active.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I use the same traps for ants?

While some traps attract multiple insects, specialized traps are more effective for each species. Use wasp �specific

traps for best results.

Is it safe to keep wasp nests in my backyard?

Generally, it’s safest to remove nests that are within 10–15 feet of living spaces. If a nest is far away and not

causing disturbances, it may be left alone.

How often should I check for wasp activity?

Inspect your property at least once a week during peak wasp season (late spring to early fall). Early detection is

key to preventing large nest formation.

Can I use household chemicals to repel wasps?

Strong chemicals like bleach or ammonia can be effective, but they also carry health risks. Use them sparingly and



follow safety guidelines.

Conclusion

Keeping wasps away involves a combination of preventive habits, natural deterrents, and, when necessary,

professional intervention. By maintaining a clean, attractive environment for humans rather than insects, you’ll

reduce the likelihood of nesting. Remember, the best defense against wasps is a proactive approach—keep food

sealed, seal potential entry points, and treat any early signs of nesting promptly. With these strategies in place, you

can enjoy your outdoor spaces confidently, free from the buzz and sting of unwanted wasps.
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