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How to Cite Harvard Business: A Complete Guide for Students and
Professionals

Academic and professional writing often requires referencing authoritative sources to support arguments,
demonstrate research depth, and give credit to original authors. When your work draws heavily from Harvard
Business School publications, case studies, or Harvard Business Review articles, knowing the correct citation
format becomes essential. This guide walks you through the steps to how to cite Harvard Businessin a way that
meets scholarly standards, avoids plagiarism, and keeps your paper polished.

1.Why Harvard Business Citation Matters

Harvard Business School (HBS) is renowned for its rigorous research, influential case studies, and thought
leadership. Citing HBS sources accurately not only upholds academic integrity but also enhances the credibility of
your work. Proper citations allow readers to locate the original material, verify facts, and explore further reading.
Moreover, many universities and publishing outlets require Harvard-style referencing for business-related content,
making it a standard you’ll encounter repeatedly.

1.1 The Harvard Referencing System

The Harvard system, also known as the author—date method, is one of the most widely used citation styles in the
social sciences and business disciplines. It emphasizes two key components:

 In-text citations — brief parenthetical references that include the author’'s surname and publication year.
« Reference list — a detailed bibliography at the end of the document listing all cited works in alphabetical order.

While the basic structure remains consistent, variations exist across institutions. This guide focuses on the most
common format used for Harvard Business School materials.

2.The Core Structure of Harvard Business Citations

2.1 In-Text Citations

In-text citations are concise and placed directly after the quoted or paraphrased material. The standard format is:

(Author, Year)

(Klzirexa&moiep; Rangel, 2019). When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, add
letters to the year: (Smith, 2020a) and (Smith, 2020b).

2.2 Reference List Entries

Reference entries provide full publication details. Below are the most common formats for Harvard Business School
materials.

2.2.1 Books and Monographs
Author(s). (Year) Title of the book. Edition (if not first). Place of publication: Publisher.



Example:

Hamel, G. &amp; Breen, B. (2007) The Future of Management. Boston: Harvard Business School Press.

2.2.2 Journal Articles

Author(s). (Year) 'Title of article', Title of Journal, Volume(lssue), page range.

Example:

Porter, M. E. (1998) 'Competitive Advantage', Harvard Business Review, 76(4), 55—67.

2.2.3 Case Studies

Case studies from HBS are often cited as:

Author(s). (Year) 'Title of case', Harvard Business School Case No. XXXXX. Boston: Harvard Business School
Publishing.

Example:

McKinsey &amp; Company. (2015) Tesla Motors, Inc.: Accelerating the Electric Vehicle Revolution', Harvard
Business School Case No. 12-3456. Boston: Harvard Business School Publishing.

2.2.4 Online Articles from Harvard Business Review
For digital content, include the URL and access date.

Author(s). (Year) 'Title of article’, Harvard Business Review. Available at: URL (Accessed: Day Month Year).

Example:

Hamel, G. (2021) 'The Future of Work', Harvard Business Review. Available at: https://hbr.org/2021/05/the-future-of-
work (Accessed: 12 September 2026).

3. Step-by-Step Guide: How to Cite Harvard Business Sources

3.1 Identify the Source Type

Before you begin, determine whether the material is a book, journal article, case study, or online article. Each type
has a slightly different citation structure, as outlined above.

3.2 Gather Publication Details

Collect the following information:

¢ Author(s) names — full surnames and initials.

 Publication year.

Title of the work — use italics for books and journals.

Edition (if applicable).

Place of publication and publisher (for books and case studies).
¢ Volume, issue, and page numbers (for journal articles).



e Case number (for HBS cases).
¢ URL and access date (for online articles).

3.3 Format the In-Text Citation

Place the citation immediately after the referenced material. If you quote directly, add page numbers:

... as demonstrated in the study (Porter, 1998, p. 62).

For paraphrased ideas, page numbers are optional but recommended for precision.

3.4 Compile the Reference List

List all cited works alphabetically by the first author's surname. Ensure consistent formatting: author names, year in
parentheses, title in italics, and punctuation.

3.5 Double-Check for Accuracy

Even a small typographical error can mislead readers or cause citation software to malfunction. Verify each entry
against the original source or a reputable database.

4. Special Cases and Variations
4.1 Multiple Authors
For two authors, use an ampersand (&amp;). For three or more, list the first author followed by “et al.”

Two authors: (Kleiner &amp; Rangel, 2019)
Three or more: (Smith et al., 2020)

4.2 Corporate Authors
When the author is an organization (e.g., Harvard Business School), use the full name:

Harvard Business School (2020) '‘Annual Report', Harvard Business School Report, 12—18.

4.3 Multiple Works by the Same Author
Differentiate by adding letters to the year:

(Smith, 2020a) — First work
(Smith, 2020b) — Second work

4.4 Citing Unpublished or Working Papers
Use the format:

Author(s). (Year) Title of working paper’, Institution or Conference Name, unpublished.

Example:

Johnson, L. (2023) 'Leadership in the Digital Age', Harvard Business School Working Paper, unpublished.



5. Common Citation Mistakes to Avoid

¢ Incorrect author order: Always list surnames first, followed by initials.

¢ Missing publication year: The year is essential for locating the source.
¢ Omitting page numbers for direct quotes: This undermines credibility.
¢ Using informal URLs: Prefer stable URLs or DOI numbers.

¢ Inconsistent formatting: Stick to one style throughout the document.

6. Tools and Resources to Simplify Harvard Business Citations

6.1 Citation Generators
Several online tools can auto-generate Harvard citations. Popular options include:
 Cite This For Me

e Zotero
¢ Mendeley

While convenient, always double-check the output for accuracy.

6.2 Library Databases

University libraries often provide citation guides tailored to Harvard Business School materials. Access databases
such as JSTOR, Business Source Complete, and the HBS Case Collection for reliable bibliographic data.

6.3 Style Guides

Refer to the Harvard Referencing Guidepublished by your institution. If no guide is available, the Harvard
Business School website offers sample citations for case studies and research reports.

7. Frequently Asked Questions

7.1 Can | use Harvard Business citations in an APA paper?

While APA and Harvard share the author—date format, APA requires additional details such as DOl numbers for
journal articles. It's best to follow the specific guidelines of the style you're using.

7.2 How do | cite a Harvard Business Review article that has no author?

Use the organization name as the author: Harvard Business Review (2022) 'Title', Harvard Business Review, 45—
50.

7.3 What if the case study has multiple authors?

List all authors up to three. For more than three, use the first author followed by “et al.”

Conclusion

Mastering the art of citing Harvard Business School materials is essential for scholars, consultants, and business
students alike. By following the author—date structure, paying careful attention to formatting details, and leveraging
reliable resources, you can produce citations that are both accurate and professional. Remember to double-check
every entry, avoid common pitfalls, and keep your reference list organized. With these practices, you'll demonstrate
academic integrity, enhance the credibility of your work, and contribute to the rigorous tradition of
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