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How Do I Make Google My Homepage on MacBook Pro? A Step �by �Step Guide

When you fire up your MacBook Pro, the first thing you see is a web page that feels like home. Whether you’re a

casual internet user or a power �user who relies on quick access to information, setting Google as your homepage

can streamline your workflow and save you time. This guide walks you through the exact steps to make Google

your default homepage on macOS, covering the most popular browsers—Safari, Chrome, Firefox, Edge, and Brave

—plus tips for troubleshooting common hiccups.

Why Set Google as Your Default Homepage?

Google is more than a search engine; it’s a portal to a vast array of services—Gmail, YouTube, Google Drive,

Maps, and many more. By making it your homepage, you:

•  Gain instant access to search, email, and cloud tools.

•  Reduce the time spent typing URLs.

•  Keep your digital life organized in one central spot.

•  Enjoy a consistent experience across devices, thanks to Google’s sync feature.

In short, Google as a homepage can become the hub of your daily digital tasks.

Preparing Your MacBook Pro

Before diving into browser settings, ensure your system is ready:

1.  Update macOS: Go to System Settings !’ General !’ Software Update to install the latest OS version.

2.  Check Browser Versions: Keep your browsers up to date. Outdated software can lead to missing options.

3.  Clear Cache (Optional): For a fresh start, clear browser cache by selecting Developer !’ Empty Caches or the 

equivalent menu in each browser.

With your MacBook Pro primed, let’s set Google as the homepage in each major browser.

Using Safari to Set Google as Homepage

Step 1: Open Safari

Launch Safari from the Dock or Applications folder.

Step 2: Access Preferences

Click Safari !’ Settings… from the top menu bar.

Step 3: Set the Homepage

In the General tab, locate the Homepage field. Enter https://www.google.com and press Return.

Step 4: Configure New Windows and Tabs

Below the homepage field, you’ll see options for New windows open with and New tabs open with. Choose 

Homepage from the dropdown menus to ensure every new window or tab defaults to Google.



Step 5: Close Settings

Click the red X to exit the Settings window. Your changes are saved automatically.

Optional: Add a Bookmark for Quick Access

To keep Google on your bookmarks bar, simply drag the Google page to the bookmarks bar or press Command + 

D while on Google.

Using Chrome to Set Google as Homepage

Step 1: Open Google Chrome

Find Chrome in your Applications folder or the Dock.

Step 2: Open Settings

Click the three �dot menu in the upper �right corner and select Settings.

Step 3: Set the Homepage

In the On startup section, choose Open a specific page or set of pages. Click Add a new page and type https://

www.google.com. Confirm by clicking Add.

Step 4: Enable the Home Button (Optional)

Scroll to Appearance and enable the Show home buttontoggle. Click the home icon in the toolbar to jump

straight to Google.

Step 5: Verify Settings

Close and reopen Chrome. The new window should display Google as the homepage.

Using Firefox to Set Google as Homepage

Step 1: Launch Firefox

Open Firefox from the Applications folder.

Step 2: Open Preferences

Click Firefox !’ Settings… from the menu bar.

Step 3: Set the Homepage

Under the Home panel, locate New windows and tabs. Select Custom URLs… and enter https://

www.google.com. Press Save.

Step 4: Adjust New Tab Page (Optional)

In the same Home panel, set New tab page to Homepage if you want each new tab to open Google.

Step 5: Close Settings

Click the close button. Your new homepage is active.

Using Edge to Set Google as Homepage

Step 1: Open Microsoft Edge

Find Edge in your Applications folder.



Step 2: Access Settings

Click the three �dot menu in the upper �right corner and choose Settings.

Step 3: Set the Startup Page

In the On startup section, select Open a specific page or pages. Click Add a new page, type https://

www.google.com, then click Add.

Step 4: Enable the Home Button (Optional)

Under Appearance, toggle Show home button. Click the home icon to navigate to Google instantly.

Step 5: Test the Configuration

Close and reopen Edge to confirm Google loads as the homepage.

Using Brave to Set Google as Homepage

Step 1: Launch Brave

Open Brave from the Applications folder.

Step 2: Open Settings

Click the menu icon (three horizontal lines) and select Settings.

Step 3: Set the Startup Page

Under On startup, choose Open a specific page or set of pages. Click Add a new page and enter https://

www.google.com. Hit Add.

Step 4: Enable the Home Button (Optional)

In Appearance, enable Show home button. Use the icon to go straight to Google.

Step 5: Verify

Restart Brave to ensure Google appears as the default page.

Changing the Default Search Engine

Some browsers allow you to keep Google as the default search engine while still using a different homepage. If you

prefer another homepage but want Google searches, follow these quick steps:

•  Safari: Settings !’ Search !’ Search engine !’ Choose Google.

•  Chrome: Settings !’ Search engine !’ Manage search engines !’ Set Google as default.

•  Firefox: Settings !’ Search !’ Default Search Engine !’ Select Google.

•  Edge: Settings !’ Privacy, search, and services !’ Address bar and search !’ Manage search engines !’ Set Google 

as default.

•  Brave: Settings !’ Search engine !’ Default search engine !’ Pick Google.

These settings keep your search experience consistent without altering the homepage.

Tips for Managing Multiple Homepages

MacBook Pro users often juggle several browsers. Here are strategies to keep Google as a central hub across all

of them:



1.  Sync Settings: Log in to each browser with your account and enable sync. This replicates homepage and 

bookmark settings across devices.

2.  Use Extensions: Install extensions like Homepage Manager or Custom New Tab to set Google as a new tab 

page in any browser.

3.  Set System �Wide Default Browser: Go to System Settings !’ Apps !’ Default web browser and choose one 

browser as default. All links from other apps will open in that browser with Google as the homepage.

4.  Create Desktop Shortcuts: Drag Google from the browser’s address bar to the desktop. Double �clicking opens 

Google in the default browser.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

Even with clear steps, users sometimes encounter hiccups. Below are common problems and how to fix them.

Issue 1: Homepage Doesn’t Load After Restart

Possible Causes:

•  Browser didn’t save settings properly.

•  Conflicting extensions.

•  Outdated browser version.

Solutions:

1.  Re �enter the homepage URL in Settings.

2.  Disable extensions one by one to identify the culprit.

3.  Update the browser to the latest version.

Issue 2: New Windows Open to a Different Page

Cause: The New windows open with setting may be set to a different option.

Fix: In each browser’s settings, set New windows (and New tabs) to Homepage or Google as needed.

Issue 3: Search Engine Changes Back to Default

Cause: Some browsers have a “Reset” button that reverts search engine settings.

Fix: Re �select Google as the default search engine and check for any policies or extensions that might override this

choice.

Issue 4: Google Homepage Loads but Blocks

Cause: Ad blockers or privacy extensions may block Google’s scripts.

Fix: Whitelist Google in your extension settings
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