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How Do I Find My Business Registration Number?

When you start a business, one of the first administrative tasks you’ll encounter is obtaining a unique identifier that

distinguishes your company from every other entity in the world. In the United States this is called an Employer

Identification Number (EIN), in the United Kingdom it’s a Company Registration Number (CRN), and in Canada it’s

a Business Number (BN). While the terminology may differ, the purpose remains the same: to provide a single,

reliable reference for tax reporting, regulatory compliance, and legal identification.

Finding your business registration number is essential for:

•  Filing taxes and submitting financial statements

•  Opening bank accounts and securing financing

•  Entering into contracts and agreements

•  Registering for state and local permits and licenses

•  Establishing credibility with suppliers, customers, and partners

If you’re unsure where to locate this number or how to retrieve it, you’re not alone. Many entrepreneurs, especially

those who have recently launched a new venture, feel overwhelmed by the sheer amount of paperwork and online

portals. The following guide will walk you through the most common methods for locating your business registration

number, tailored to the major jurisdictions in North America, the United Kingdom, and Australia. It also includes tips

for small businesses, sole proprietors, and those who have registered online.

What Is a Business Registration Number?

A business registration number is a unique alphanumeric code assigned by a governmental authority when a

company is officially incorporated or registered. It serves as the primary identifier for:

1.  Tax purposes – The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in the U.S. or the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) in 

Canada uses this number to track your tax filings.

2.  Legal status – Courts and regulatory agencies reference this number to verify the legal existence of your 

business.

3.  Financial activities – Banks and investors use it to verify your company’s legitimacy before opening accounts 

or providing funding.

In many countries, this number is also required on invoices, contracts, and public documents. Knowing how to find

it quickly can save you time and prevent compliance errors.

Finding Your Business Registration Number in the United States

Employer Identification Number (EIN)

The EIN is issued by the IRS and is the most common business registration number for U.S. companies. If you’re a

sole proprietor, you may use your Social Security Number (SSN) instead, but many choose to obtain an EIN for

privacy and business separation.

•  Official IRS Documents – When you apply for an EIN, the IRS sends a confirmation letter (CP 575) that 



includes the number. Keep this letter in a safe place.

•  Tax Returns – Your business tax return (e.g., Form 1120, 1065, or Schedule C) lists the EIN at the top of the 

form.

•  Bank Statements – Banks often display the EIN on account statements for business accounts.

•  Online IRS Account – If you have an online account with the IRS, log in to view your EIN.

1.  Visit the IRS “Where to File” page and locate the “EIN” section.

2.  Click on the “Retrieve an EIN” link.

3.  Choose the “I have a lost EIN” option and follow the prompts.

4.  Provide the necessary business information (e.g., legal name, address, and the name of the responsible 

party).

5.  The IRS will send the EIN to the address on file.

•  Using the SSN of a sole proprietor instead of an EIN on official documents.

•  Assuming the EIN is the same as the state’s business registration number.

•  Failing to update your EIN on bank accounts after a legal name change.

State Business Registration Numbers

In addition to the EIN, most U.S. states issue their own registration numbers when you incorporate or register a

Limited Liability Company (LLC). These are often referred to as the “State File Number” or “Business ID.”

1.  Navigate to your state’s Secretary of State website.

2.  Look for a section labeled “Business Services” or “Entity Search.”

3.  Enter your company’s legal name or the name of the registered agent.

4.  The search results will display the business’s filing number.

For example, in California, you’ll find the “Entity Number” in the business profile. In New York, it’s listed as the “File

Number.”

Local Business Licenses

Many cities and counties issue their own license numbers. These numbers typically appear on your business

license or permit documentation. If you’re unsure where to find it, check the email confirmation you received when

you applied online or the physical license card.

Finding Your Business Registration Number in Canada

Business Number (BN)

In Canada, the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) assigns a Business Number (BN) to all federally registered

businesses. The BN is a nine-digit number followed by a two-letter program identifier (e.g., 123456789 RT0001).

•  CRA Correspondence – Any official letter from the CRA will include your BN.

•  Tax Returns – Your T2 corporate tax return lists the BN at the top of the form.

•  Online CRA Account – Log in to the CRA’s Business Account portal to view your BN.

•  Bank Statements – Business bank accounts often display the BN on statements.

1.  Contact the CRA’s Business Enquiries line at 1 �800 �959 �5525.

2.  Provide your company’s legal name, address, and any other identifying details.

3.  The CRA will verify your identity and provide the BN.

Provincial Registration Numbers

Each Canadian province also issues a unique registration number for businesses registered at the provincial level.



These numbers are often required for provincial tax filings, payroll, and licensing.

1.  Visit the provincial government’s business registry website.

2.  Use the “Business Search” tool, entering your company’s name or legal entity number.

3.  The search results will display the provincial registration number.

Finding Your Business Registration Number in the United Kingdom

Company Registration Number (CRN)

Companies House, the UK’s official register of companies, assigns a CRN to every incorporated business. The

CRN is a unique eight-digit number used for all official documentation.

•  Companies House Documents – Your incorporation certificate and annual confirmation statement (formerly 

annual return) list the CRN.

•  Tax Returns – The UK’s HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) will reference the CRN on your corporation tax 

return.

•  Online Companies House Account – Log in to your Companies House account and view the company profile.

•  Business Bank Accounts – Many banks display the CRN on the account statement.

1.  Visit the Companies House website.

2.  Click on “Search the register.”

3.  Enter your company name or the registered office address.

4.  The search results will display the CRN.

Finding Your Business Registration Number in Australia

Australian Business Number (ABN)

The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) issues the ABN, a unique 11-digit identifier used for all business transactions.

It is required for invoicing, GST registration, and tax compliance.

•  ABN Lookup Tool – Visit the ABR website and enter your business name or tax file number.

•  Tax Returns – Your business tax return or BAS (Business Activity Statement) will list the ABN.

•  Online ATO Account – Log in to the ATO’s Business Portal to view your ABN.

•  Invoices – Most invoices display the ABN in the header.

1.  Go to the ABR website and click “Find an ABN.”

2.  Enter your business details and follow the prompts.

3.  If the ABN is not found, contact the ATO at 13 28 61.

Special Cases: Sole Proprietorships and Partnerships

Many small entrepreneurs register their businesses as sole proprietorships or general partnerships. In these cases,

the registration number may differ:

•  In the U.S., a sole proprietor may use their SSN or obtain an EIN.

•  In Canada, a sole proprietor receives a BN when they register for GST/HST.

•  In the UK, sole traders register for self �assessment and receive a Unique Taxpayer Reference (UTR), not a 

CRN.

•  In Australia, sole traders register for an ABN and may also register for a GST number.

Always check the official government portal for your jurisdiction to confirm which identifier you need for compliance.



Tips for Managing Your Business Registration Number

Keep a Secure Record

Store your registration number in a secure, easily accessible location—preferably a password-protected digital

document or a physical file in a safe. Consider using a cloud-based document management system with encryption.

Update Your Information Promptly

If you change your business name, address, or ownership structure, update your registration details with the

relevant authority. Failure to do so may result in legal complications or tax errors.

Use the Number Consistently

When filling out tax forms, opening bank accounts, or signing contracts, always use the official registration number.

Inconsistent or incorrect numbers can lead to processing delays or penalties.

Verify Before Submitting

Before submitting any official document, double-check the registration number against the latest records on the

government portal. This simple step can prevent costly mistakes.

Leverage Online Portals

Most governments now offer online portals where you can view and download your registration information.

Creating an account on these portals often provides instant access to your business registration number,
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