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Understanding Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes: A Complete Guide

When a Honda manual transmission car displays a check engine light or an error message, the underlying issue is

usually stored in a Diagnostic Trouble Code (DTC). These alphanumeric codes give mechanics and owners a clue

about what’s wrong inside the engine, transmission, or other critical systems. Whether you’re a seasoned DIY

enthusiast or a first �time owner, knowing how to read, interpret, and address Honda manual DTC fault codes can

save you time, money, and frustration.

What Are Diagnostic Trouble Codes (DTCs)?

Diagnostic Trouble Codes are standardized identifiers that the vehicle’s On �Board Diagnostics (OBD) system uses

to report faults. Each code consists of a letter followed by four digits: the first letter indicates the system (engine,

transmission, etc.), and the digits provide specific information about the fault.

•  P – Powertrain (engine & transmission)

•  B – Body (ABS, airbags)

•  C – Chassis (suspension, steering)

•  U – Network (communication)

For Honda manuals, most of the critical codes begin with “P” or “C.” Understanding the structure helps you quickly

pinpoint the problem area.

How to Read and Retrieve DTCs on a Honda Manual

Retrieving DTCs is straightforward with an OBD �II scanner. Follow these steps:

1.  Locate the OBD �II port. In most Honda manuals, it’s under the dash near the steering column.

2.  Connect the scanner. Plug the device into the port and power on your car’s ignition (engine off).

3.  Read the codes. The scanner will display the stored codes. Some scanners also show live data and freeze 

frames.

4.  Document the codes. Write them down or take a screenshot for later reference.

Remember, a code may appear even after the issue is fixed. Use the scanner’s “clear codes” function only after

you’ve verified the problem is resolved.

Honda Manual DTC Fault Codes List

Below is a curated list of the most common DTCs you’ll encounter in Honda manual cars. The table is grouped by

system for easy reference.

Engine & Powertrain Codes (P �Codes)

•  P0101 – Mass Air Flow (MAF) Circuit Low

•  P0102 – MAF Circuit High

•  P0110 – Intake Air Temperature Sensor Circuit Failure

•  P0123 – Throttle Position Sensor (TPS) A Circuit Low



•  P0171 – System Too Lean (Bank 1)

•  P0172 – System Too Rich (Bank 1)

•  P0300 – Random/Multiple Cylinder Misfire Detected

•  P0420 – Catalyst System Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 1)

•  P0442 – Evaporative Emission Control System Leak Detected (small leak)

•  P0455 – Evaporative Emission Control System Leak Detected (large leak)

•  P0456 – Evaporative Emission Control System Leak Detected (venting system)

•  P0500 – Vehicle Speed Sensor (VSS) Circuit

•  P0600 – Control Module Programming Error

•  P0605 – Control Module Communication Failure

•  P0700 – Transmission Control System Fault

•  P0730 – Gearbox Control System – Incorrect Gear Selection

•  P0735 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Sensor (low)

•  P0736 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Sensor (high)

•  P0738 – Transmission Fluid Pressure Sensor (low)

•  P0739 – Transmission Fluid Pressure Sensor (high)

Transmission & Drivetrain Codes (C �Codes)

•  C0038 – Torque Converter Overheat

•  C0045 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Too Low

•  C0046 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Too High

•  C0047 – Transmission Fluid Pressure Too Low

•  C0048 – Transmission Fluid Pressure Too High

•  C0049 – Transmission Fluid Level Low

•  C0050 – Transmission Fluid Level High

•  C0051 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Sensor Failure

•  C0052 – Transmission Fluid Pressure Sensor Failure

•  C0053 – Transmission Fluid Level Sensor Failure

•  C0054 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Sensor (low)

•  C0055 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Sensor (high)

Electrical & Emission System Codes (U �Codes)

•  U0100 – Lost Communication with Powertrain Control Module

•  U0150 – Lost Communication with Engine Control Module

•  U0154 – Lost Communication with Transmission Control Module

•  U0200 – Lost Communication with Body Control Module

•  U0300 – Lost Communication with ABS Control Module

While this list covers the most frequently reported codes, Honda’s OBD �II system can generate hundreds of 

additional codes depending on the model year and configuration. For a complete reference, consult your vehicle’s 

service manual or a reputable database like Honda Service Information.

Explaining Common Honda Manual DTCs

Understanding the root cause behind each code helps you choose the right repair approach. Below are detailed

explanations for several high �frequency DTCs.

P0101 – Mass Air Flow (MAF) Circuit Low

This code indicates that the MAF sensor is reporting an airflow reading that’s too low. Possible causes include a



dirty sensor, a vacuum leak, or a failing sensor.

P0420 – Catalyst System Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 1)

A low efficiency reading from the catalytic converter can result from a damaged catalyst, a faulty oxygen sensor, or

an engine misfire that reduces the converter’s effectiveness.

P0700 – Transmission Control System Fault

When the transmission control module (TCM) detects a fault, this generic code appears. Common triggers are low

fluid level, a failing shift solenoid, or a sensor malfunction.

C0045 – Transmission Fluid Temperature Too Low

Low transmission fluid temperature can cause hard shifting or delayed engagement. Causes include a faulty

temperature sensor or insufficient fluid.

U0100 – Lost Communication with Powertrain Control Module

This code signals that the Engine Control Module (ECM) can’t communicate with the TCM. Wiring issues, a bad

connector, or a failed module can trigger this fault.

Step �by �Step Troubleshooting Guide

Below is a systematic approach you can follow to diagnose and fix DTCs in your Honda manual.

1.  Confirm the Code. Use a reliable OBD �II scanner to read the code(s). Note if the code is persistent or 

intermittent.

2.  Gather Vehicle Information. Record your model year, engine type, and any recent maintenance.

3.  Inspect the Wiring. Check for damaged, corroded, or disconnected wires related to the affected system.

4.  Check the Sensor. If the code references a sensor, clean or replace it. For example, a dirty MAF sensor often 

resolves P0101.

5.  Verify Fluid Levels. For transmission codes, check fluid level and condition. Top up or replace if necessary.

6.  Read Live Data. Use the scanner’s live data feature to compare sensor readings against specifications.

7.  Perform a Freeze Frame. Freeze frame data captures the engine conditions at the time of the fault. Compare 

with normal ranges.

8.  Clear and Re �test. After making repairs, clear the codes and drive the car to ensure they don’t reappear.

Essential Tools for Honda Manual DTC Diagnosis

•  OBD �II scan tool (generic or Honda �specific)

•  Multimeter (for voltage and resistance checks)

•  Torque wrench (for fluid caps and bolts)

•  Socket set and ratchet

•  Service manual or repair guide

•  Safety gear (gloves, goggles)

Common Repairs for Honda Manual DTCs

Below are typical fixes for the most frequent fault codes.

•  P0101 / P0102 – Clean or replace the MAF sensor. Check for vacuum leaks.

•  P0110 – Clean or replace the intake air temperature sensor.

•  P0171 / P0172 – Check fuel injectors, vacuum lines, and oxygen sensors. Adjust the air �fuel mixture.



•  P0300 – Inspect spark plugs, ignition coils, and fuel injectors. Replace any worn components.

•  P0420 – Replace the catalytic converter if it’s below efficiency. Replace any faulty oxygen sensors.

•  P0700 / P0730 – Inspect transmission fluid, replace if dirty. Check shift solenoids and wiring.

•  C0045 / C0046 – Replace the transmission temperature sensor or add fluid if low.

•  U0100 / U0150 – Inspect the communication bus, replace bad connectors, or replace the module if necessary.

Preventive Measures to Avoid DTCs

Proactive maintenance can reduce the likelihood of fault codes. Here are some best practices:

•  Regular Fluid Checks. Keep engine oil, transmission fluid, coolant, and brake fluid at recommended levels.

•  Sensor Maintenance. Clean MAF, air filter, and oxygen sensors annually.

•  Inspect Wiring Harnesses. Look for frayed or corroded wires, especially in the engine bay.

•  Software Updates. Keep the ECM and TCM firmware up to date with manufacturer releases.

•  Use Quality Parts. When replacing components, opt for OEM or high �quality aftermarket parts.

•  Routine Scans. Perform a quick scan after any major repair or before a long trip to catch issues early.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What does a “P” code mean in my Honda manual?

A “P” code refers to the powertrain system, encompassing the engine, transmission, and related components. It

indicates a fault in one of these areas.

Can I drive my car with a DTC code present?

It depends on the severity. Minor codes, such as a loose gas cap, can be driven safely. However, serious codes like

P0300 or P0700 may lead to engine damage or transmission failure if ignored
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