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Introduction

In a democratic society, the role of the president is a cornerstone of civic education. For high school students, 

especially those in the ninth grade, grasping the scope and limits of presidential powers is essential for developing 

informed citizens. A guided reading activity 9 1 presidential powersoffers a structured, engaging way to explore

this topic, combining close reading with critical discussion and reflective writing. This article provides a

comprehensive roadmap for teachers, complete with lesson design, sample worksheets, digital resources, and

assessment ideas—all crafted to help students navigate the complexities of executive authority in a way that feels

both relevant and accessible.

Understanding Presidential Powers

Constitutional Foundations

The U.S. Constitution outlines the president’s powers in several articles and amendments, but the most explicit

enumeration comes from Article II. These powers include:

•  Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces

•  Power to appoint federal officials, subject to Senate confirmation

•  Ability to veto legislation

•  Pardoning authority

•  Foreign policy responsibilities, such as negotiating treaties (with Senate approval)

Beyond the written text, the Constitution grants the president implied powers necessary for effective governance.

These are derived from the executive branch’s need to act swiftly in emergencies and to enforce laws.

Historical Context and Evolution

Presidential authority has not remained static. Landmark cases like Marbury v. Madison(1803) established judicial

review, limiting executive action. Later, the Civil War and the Reconstruction era expanded presidential intervention

in civil rights matters. The 20th century witnessed Presidents like Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman

exercising unprecedented powers during wartime and economic crisis.

Modern debates—such as those surrounding executive orders, the use of military force, and surveillance—

continue to shape the boundaries of presidential authority. Understanding this historical trajectory is vital for

students to appreciate why certain powers exist and how they are contested.

Why Guided Reading? Benefits for 9th Grade

Guided reading is a research-backed instructional strategy that blends teacher facilitation with student-driven

exploration. For ninth graders, it offers several advantages:

•  Encourages active engagement with primary documents

•  Develops higher-order thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation)

•  Supports differentiated instruction by allowing students to work at their own pace

•  Creates a safe space for discussing contentious political issues



•  Builds literacy skills through close reading, annotation, and discussion

When applied to the topic of presidential powers, guided reading helps students move beyond memorization to a

deeper understanding of constitutional principles and real-world applications.

Designing a Guided Reading Activity: 9 // /1 Presidential Powers

Below is a step-by-step framework that teachers can adapt to their classroom context. Each step is designed to

scaffold student learning, promote critical thinking, and culminate in a reflective assessment.

Step 1: Selecting Primary Texts

Choose documents that represent key moments in presidential power debates. Suggested texts include:

1.  The Constitution’s Article /II (selected excerpts)

2.  Executive Order 9066 (World War /II internment)

3.  President Roosevelt’s 1941 “Four Freedoms” speech

4.  President Clinton’s 1998 “State of the Union” address (focus on executive action)

5.  Recent Supreme Court decisions affecting executive power (e.g., Trump v. New York)

Provide both the original texts and simplified summaries to accommodate varying reading levels.

Step 2: Pre �Reading Questions

Set the stage for focused reading by posing questions that activate prior knowledge and frame the learning

objectives:

•  What does the Constitution say about the president’s authority?

•  How have presidents used their powers during crises?

•  Can a president act unilaterally, or is Congressional approval always required?

•  What checks and balances exist to limit presidential power?

Step 3: Guided Reading Prompts

During the reading, guide students with prompts that encourage close analysis:

1.  Identify verbs that denote power (e.g., “appoint,” “veto,” “declare”).

2.  Note any conditions or limitations attached to these powers.

3.  Highlight language that reflects the president’s responsibility to the public.

4.  Compare the language in the Constitution with that in a modern executive order.

5.  Record any instances where the text implies a conflict with other branches.

Encourage students to annotate directly on printed copies or using digital tools like PDF annotators.

Step 4: Post �Reading Discussion

Facilitate a class discussion that moves from descriptive to evaluative. Possible discussion prompts:

•  Which presidential power do you think is most controversial today? Why?

•  How do you think the balance of power shifts during wartime versus peacetime?

•  Can you think of a recent event where a president’s action sparked a constitutional debate?

•  What role should the public play in monitoring presidential conduct?

Use a think �pair �share technique to ensure all voices are heard.

Step 5: Assessment and Reflection

Assessment should capture both content knowledge and analytical ability. Suggested activities include:



•  Write a short essay (300–400 words) arguing whether a particular presidential power should be expanded or 

restricted.

•  Create a Venn diagram comparing two presidents’ use of executive power.

•  Design a mock “Congressional hearing” where students role �play as senators questioning a president on a 

specific action.

•  Complete a reflection prompt: “What did I learn about the interplay between the Constitution and real �world 

politics?”

Sample Guided Reading Worksheet

Below is a printable worksheet that incorporates the steps outlined above. Teachers can adapt the questions to fit

their curriculum standards.

Worksheet: Presidential Powers in the Constitution and Beyond

Grade: 9th Unit: 1

1. Pre �Reading

1.  What is your current understanding of presidential powers?

2.  List three powers you think the president holds.

2. Close Reading

Read the selected Constitution excerpt. Annotate using the following codes:

•  P = Power

•  L = Limitation

•  Q = Question

3. Analysis

1.  Identify two powers and their corresponding limitations.

2.  Find a passage that illustrates a check on presidential power.

3.  Explain how the language reflects the framers’ intent.

4. Discussion

In pairs, discuss the following:

•  Which power do you think is most susceptible to abuse?

•  How might the public respond to an overreach?

5. Reflection

Answer in complete sentences:

1.  What surprised you most about the Constitution’s view on presidential power?

2.  How has your perspective changed after reading the modern examples?

3.  What role do you believe the public should play in limiting executive power?

Incorporating Digital Tools

Technology can enhance the guided reading experience, making it more interactive and accessible.

•  Google Docs – Collaborative annotation and comment threads.

•  Padlet – A virtual board where students post key excerpts and respond to peers.

•  Online annotation platforms (e.g., Kami, Hypothesis) allow students to highlight and discuss directly on PDFs.



•  Use interactive timelines to map presidential actions over time.

•  Incorporate video clips from presidential speeches to provide contextual depth.

Assessment Strategies

Effective assessment goes beyond quizzes. Consider the following multi �modal approaches:

•  Rubrics that evaluate comprehension, critical analysis, and civic engagement.

•  Peer review of essays to foster constructive feedback.

•  Digital portfolios where students collect annotations, essays, and reflections.

•  Formative checks (e.g., exit tickets) after each guided reading session.

•  Summative projects such as a mock congressional hearing or a policy brief.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Implementing a guided reading activity on presidential powers can present challenges. Below are typical hurdles

and practical solutions.

•  Challenge: Students may find constitutional language dense.

•  Solution: Provide sidebars with plain �language summaries and visual aids.

•  Challenge: Some students might feel uncomfortable discussing political issues.

•  Solution: Establish a classroom code of respect and use anonymous discussion tools.

•  Challenge: Time constraints in a packed curriculum.

•  Solution: Integrate the guided reading into existing civics or literature units.

•  Challenge: Varied reading levels.

•  Solution: Offer leveled texts and tiered discussion questions.

Conclusion

Guided reading provides a powerful framework for exploring the intricate web of presidential powers. By combining 

close textual analysis, collaborative discussion, and reflective assessment, teachers can help ninth �grade students 

develop a nuanced understanding of executive authority. This knowledge not only enriches their academic 

experience but also equips them to participate thoughtfully in a democratic society. Whether you’re working with 

primary constitutional documents or contemporary executive actions, the guided reading activity 9 // /1 presidential 

powers offers a flexible, engaging, and deeply educational pathway for students to become informed citizens.
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