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George Mason University Transfer Guide

Transferring to a new university can feel like navigating a maze, but with the right information and preparation, the

journey to George Mason University (GMU) can be smooth and rewarding. This comprehensive guide is designed

to walk you through every step of the transfer process—from understanding eligibility and preparing your

application to securing financial aid and settling into campus life. Whether you’re a community �college student, a

four �year institution transfer, or a non �traditional student looking to change your academic path, this article provides

the tools you need to succeed.

Why Transfer to George Mason University?

George Mason University, located in Fairfax, Virginia, is known for its vibrant campus, strong research programs,

and commitment to student success. Here are a few compelling reasons why many students choose to transfer to

GMU:

•  Academic Excellence: GMU offers over 300 majors and minors across nine schools, including the highly 

regarded School of Business, School of Engineering, and School of Law.

•  Location: Situated just minutes from Washington, D.C., students enjoy access to internships, research 

opportunities, and cultural experiences.

•  Support Services: Dedicated transfer student support, including academic advising, tutoring, and career 

services, helps ease the transition.

•  Diverse Community: GMU boasts a diverse student body, fostering a welcoming environment for students 

from all backgrounds.

•  Competitive Tuition: As a public university, GMU offers affordable tuition rates for in �state students, with 

competitive out �of �state and international fees.

Transfer Eligibility Requirements

Before you start the application, it’s essential to confirm that you meet GMU’s transfer criteria. Below are the core

eligibility requirements:

Academic Credentials

• Minimum GPA of 2.5 (3.0 for certain majors) on a 4.0 scale.

• Completed at least 30 semester units (45 quarter units) of transferable coursework.

• Completed prerequisite courses for your intended major, if applicable.

Institutional Requirements

• Enrollment or graduation from an accredited two �year or four �year institution.

• Submission of official transcripts from all institutions attended.

Specialized Programs

• Some majors, such as Engineering, Business Administration, and Computer Science, have higher GPA

thresholds or require specific coursework (e.g., advanced mathematics, physics). Check the School �specific transfer



requirements on the GMU website.

Application Process

Transferring to GMU involves a systematic application process. Here’s a step �by �step overview:

1.  Gather Documents: Collect official transcripts, a copy of your high �school diploma (if applicable), and any 

standardized test scores (SAT/ACT, if required).

2.  Complete the Online Application: Use the GMU Admissions Portal to submit your application. Fill out 

personal information, academic history, and answer the essay questions.

3.  Submit Application Fee: Pay the non �refundable fee of $35 (waived for students with financial hardship).

4.  Transcripts and Test Scores: Request official transcripts to be sent electronically to GMU. If you took the SAT 

or ACT, submit scores through the College Board or ACT websites.

5.  Review Application Status: After submission, check your application status regularly. GMU’s admissions team 

may contact you for additional information.

6.  Decision Notification: You’ll receive an admission decision via email and the application portal. Accepted 

students must respond by the deadline and submit the deposit.

Application Deadlines

• Early Decision: November 1st (non �binding).

• Regular Decision: March 1st.

• International Students: May 1st.

Transferring Credits

Credit transfer is a critical component of the transfer process. GMU evaluates each course to determine its

equivalency and whether it satisfies degree requirements.

Credit Evaluation Process

1. Course Equivalency:GMU’s Credit Transfer Center reviews the course description, syllabus, and grading scale.

Courses that match GMU’s content and difficulty level may be accepted as equivalent.

2. Grade Acceptance:Generally, a minimum grade of C � or higher is required for credit transfer. Some programs

may require a B � or higher.

3. Maximum Credit Limit:GMU typically accepts up to 60 semester units (90 quarter units) of transfer credits

toward a bachelor’s degree, though certain majors may have lower limits.

Tips for Maximizing Credit Transfer

•  Request detailed syllabi from your previous institution.

•  Take courses that align closely with GMU’s core curriculum.

•  Keep your GPA high; a strong academic record increases the likelihood of credit acceptance.

•  Consult a GMU transfer advisor early to identify potential gaps.

Choosing Your Major

Deciding on a major after transferring can be both exciting and challenging. GMU offers a wide range of programs,

each with its own transfer prerequisites.

Exploring Program Options



• School of Business:Popular majors include Accounting, Finance, Marketing, and Business Administration.

These programs often require advanced math and introductory economics courses.

• School of Engineering:Majors like Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, and Computer Engineering

require calculus, physics, and chemistry courses.

• School of Computer Science:Requires programming fundamentals, data structures, and mathematics. Some

specializations (e.g., Artificial Intelligence) may have additional prerequisites.

• School of Law:While not a traditional undergraduate major, GMU’s School of Law offers pre �law tracks and

resources for aspiring law students.

Academic Advising

GMU’s Academic Advising Center provides personalized guidance. Advisors help you align your prior coursework

with GMU’s major requirements and plan a schedule that meets graduation criteria.

Financial Aid & Scholarships

Financial support is vital for a successful transfer. GMU offers a range of aid options, from federal loans to

merit �based scholarships.

Applying for Federal Aid

1. Complete the FAFSA:Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by the deadline (usually

March 1st for regular decision).

2. Review the Student Aid Report (SAR):This report shows your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) and

determines eligibility.

3. Receive the Financial Aid Award Letter:GMU will send an award letter detailing grants, scholarships,

work �study, and loans.

Scholarships Specific to Transfer Students

•  GMU Transfer Scholarship: A merit �based award for high �achieving transfer students.

•  Virginia Community College Transfer Scholarship: Supports students transferring from community colleges 

within the state.

•  Targeted Scholarships: Many schools within GMU offer scholarships for specific majors or demographic 

groups.

•  External Scholarships: Look for community foundations, corporate scholarships, and national awards that 

accept transfer applicants.

Financial Planning Tips

•  Compare the cost of living in Fairfax with your current location.

•  Explore part �time work or on �campus employment through the Student Employment Office.

•  Use budgeting tools to manage tuition, fees, housing, and personal expenses.

•  Consider a payment plan if you need to spread out tuition payments.

Campus Life & Resources

Beyond academics, GMU offers a dynamic campus environment that supports personal growth, leadership, and

community engagement.



Student Organizations

• Greek Life: Fraternities and sororities provide social networking and philanthropy opportunities.

• Academic Clubs: From engineering societies to business fraternities, clubs help deepen subject knowledge.

• Cultural & Diversity Groups: Celebrate heritage and promote inclusivity.

Housing Options

• Residence Halls: Freshman �only, themed, or general housing options.

• Off �Campus Housing: For upper �class students or those preferring independent living.

• Greek Housing: Many fraternities and sororities offer on �campus residences.

Support Services

•  Academic Support Center: Tutoring, study skills workshops, and writing labs.

•  Career Services: Resume reviews, interview preparation, and job fairs.

•  Health & Wellness Center: Medical services, counseling, and fitness programs.

•  Transfer Student Support Office: Dedicated staff to assist with academic planning, credit transfer, and 

orientation.

Tips for a Successful Transfer

Here are actionable strategies to ensure a smooth transition and academic success at GMU:

Before You Transfer

•  Attend a GMU transfer orientation session to learn about campus resources.

•  Meet with an academic advisor to map out your degree plan.

•  Review GMU’s course catalog to understand the semester schedule.

•  Set up a GMU email account and familiarize yourself with the student portal.

During Your First Semester

•  Enroll early in high �demand courses to secure a spot.

•  Attend all orientation activities and campus tours.

•  Join at least one student organization to build a support network.

•  Keep track of your GPA and meet with advisors regularly.

Long �Term Success Strategies

•  Maintain a balanced schedule—avoid overloading on challenging courses.

•  Use the Academic Advising Center for course selection and major changes.

•  Engage in research or internships to gain practical experience.

•  Stay involved in campus life to develop leadership skills.

Common Transfer Questions

Below are answers to frequently asked questions by prospective transfer students.

How many credits can I transfer?

GMU typically accepts up to 60 semester units (90 quarter units), though some majors have lower limits. Always

confirm with your academic advisor.

Do I need to take the SAT/ACT?

GMU no longer requires SAT or ACT scores for most undergraduate programs, but certain majors or special



circumstances may still require them.

Can I transfer from a community college?

Yes. Community �college students can apply through GMU’s transfer portal. The university partners with Virginia

Community Colleges to streamline credit evaluation.

What if my GPA is below the required threshold?

Consider taking additional coursework to raise your GPA before applying. Some majors offer conditional admission

or a placement program.
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