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Discovering the Classic: Gargoyles the Movie – The Heroes Awaken DVD

For decades, the animated series Gargoyles has captivated fans with its dark fantasy world, complex characters, 

and moral depth. When the film adaptation, The Heroes Awaken, hit theaters, it became an instant cult favorite. 

Today, collectors and new viewers alike are eager to own the Gargoyles the movie the heroes awaken DVD, a

physical piece of the franchise’s legacy. This guide explores everything you need to know—from the movie’s plot

and production details to where to buy the DVD, its unique features, and how to keep it in pristine condition.

1. A Brief Look Back at the Gargoyles Franchise

The original Gargoylesanimated series premiered in 1995, created by Peter David and Robert Taylor. Set in New

York City, it followed a trio of stone gargoyles who awaken from centuries of stone sleep to protect the city from

modern threats. The show was praised for its mature storytelling, richly developed characters, and a blend of

mythological lore with contemporary settings. Over five seasons, it amassed a dedicated fanbase, leading to

various spin-offs, comics, and, ultimately, a feature film.

Why the Series Still Matters

Despite airing over two decades ago, the series remains relevant due to its timeless themes: redemption, identity,

and the clash between ancient duty and modern life. These themes are carried forward in the film adaptation,

ensuring that both old and new fans find something to connect with.

2. The Movie: The Heroes Awaken

Released in 1997, The Heroes Awakenwas the first feature-length film that expanded the Gargoyles universe.

The story centers on the gargoyles’ struggle to protect the city from a powerful villain who seeks to harness their

ancient powers for world domination. With a runtime of 84 minutes, the movie condenses the series’ intricate lore

into a fast-paced, action-packed narrative.

Plot Highlights

•  Reunion of the Trio – Goliath, Demona, and Bronx team up again after a decade apart.

•  New Threat – The villain, a sorcerer named Dr. S. P. O. D., introduces a new technology that can bring the 

gargoyles to life.

•  Sacrifice – The heroes must decide whether to sacrifice themselves to protect humanity.

While the film’s pacing differs from the series, it preserves the core character arcs and the moral dilemmas that

fans loved.

3. The DVD Release: What Makes It Special

The Gargoyles the movie the heroes awaken DVDoffers more than just the film itself. It’s a collectible item that

includes several bonus features and a polished viewing experience. Below is a breakdown of what you’ll find on the

disc.



Key Features

1.  Full-Length Film – 84 minutes of original theatrical footage.

2.  Director’s Commentary – Insightful discussions by the director and key cast members.

3.  Behind-the-Scenes – A look at the animation process, voice recording, and set design.

4.  Deleted Scenes – Additional footage that didn’t make the final cut.

5.  Audio Tracks – Original English audio, as well as a Spanish dub.

6.  Subtitles – Multiple subtitle options for accessibility.

These extras provide a richer experience and deepen appreciation for the creative effort behind the film.

4. Where to Buy the DVD: Availability and Pricing

Finding a copy of the Gargoyles the movie the heroes awaken DVDcan be a treasure hunt. Below are the most

reliable sources, along with price ranges and tips for spotting the best deals.

Official Retailers

•  Amazon – Often offers both new and used copies. Look for the “new” option for a pristine disc.

•  Best Buy – Occasionally stocks the DVD in their physical stores or online.

•  Walmart – Check their media section; they sometimes carry classic titles.

Specialty Stores

•  Entertainment Book Store – Known for rare and collectible DVDs.

•  Comic Book Shops – Many carry a range of animated series releases.

•  Video Game Stores – Some also stock related media.

Online Marketplaces

•  eBay – Great for finding vintage copies; watch out for sellers’ ratings.

•  Etsy – Occasionally hosts handmade or curated collections.

•  Discogs – Useful for tracking edition variations and condition.

Price Guide

Depending on condition and edition, prices typically range from $10 to $30. Rare editions, such as the original 1997

release with exclusive artwork, can fetch higher prices.

5. Why Collectors Love the DVD

The Gargoyles the movie the heroes awaken DVDis more than a piece of media; it’s a symbol of nostalgia and

fandom. Here’s why collectors prize it:

•  Limited Availability – The film was only released on DVD once, making it a rare find.

•  Artwork – The cover features iconic imagery from the movie, making it a standout on a shelf.

•  Historical Significance – It marks a pivotal moment in the franchise’s history.

•  Community – Owning the DVD connects fans to a larger community of enthusiasts.

6. Maintaining DVD Quality: Tips for Longevity

Physical media can degrade over time. To keep your copy of the Gargoyles the movie the heroes awaken DVDin

top condition, follow these simple steps.

Storage

•  Keep in a Cool, Dry Place – Avoid humidity and extreme temperatures.



•  Store Vertically – Prevent warping by placing DVDs upright.

•  Use Protective Cases – Keep the disc in its original case or a new plastic sleeve.

Handling

•  Hold by the Edges – Avoid touching the playing surface.

•  Clean Gently – Use a soft, lint-free cloth if necessary.

•  Avoid Direct Sunlight – UV light can damage the disc.

Playback

•  Use a Clean Player – Dust and scratches can cause playback errors.

•  Check for Reflections – Ensure the disc is free from smudges.

7. Alternatives to the DVD: Digital Formats

While the DVD offers tangible perks, many fans prefer digital convenience. Below are the main options for watching 

The Heroes Awaken online.

Streaming Services

•  Netflix – Occasionally adds classic animated titles.

•  Hulu – Known for a wide range of animated series and films.

•  Amazon Prime Video – Often carries older titles for streaming.

Digital Purchase or Rental

•  iTunes – Offers high-definition downloads.

•  Google Play Movies – Accessible on Android devices.

•  YouTube Movies – Pay-per-view option.

Comparison: DVD vs. Digital

While digital formats provide instant access and no physical storage concerns, DVDs offer:

•  Physical ownership and collectible value.

•  Bonus features not always available digitally.

•  High-quality audio and video without streaming compression.

8. Frequently Asked Questions

Is the Gargoyles the movie the heroes awaken DVD still in print?

No, the DVD was released only once in 1997. New copies are typically found on secondary markets.

Can I watch the movie on a Blu-ray player?

Not directly, as it’s a standard DVD. However, many Blu-ray players can read DVDs if you have a dual-layer drive.

What’s the best edition to buy?

Original releases with the original cover art are most sought after by collectors. However, newer reissues may be

more affordable.

Are there any special editions with extra content?

Occasionally, limited edition releases include exclusive artwork or a special booklet. Check the product description

carefully.

How can I verify the authenticity of a DVD?



Look for the manufacturer’s logo, holographic stickers, and check the barcode against official listings.

9. Conclusion

The Gargoyles the movie the heroes awaken DVDis more than a film; it’s a piece of animated history that

continues to resonate with fans. Whether you’re a longtime enthusiast, a new viewer, or a collector hunting for a

rare item, owning this DVD offers a tangible connection to the world of stone guardians and moral complexity. With

its rich storytelling, bonus features, and collectible status, it remains a valuable addition to any media library. If

you’re ready to dive back into the city’s night skies and join Goliath and his companions on their heroic journey, now

is the perfect time to find your copy and experience the adventure that has inspired generations.
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