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Introduction

When a biopic about a global icon is released, it inevitably sparks a wave of curiosity, debate, and discussion. The 

1982 cinematic masterpiece that brought Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi to the silver screen is no exception. 

Fans, scholars, and casual viewers alike often find themselves asking the same set of questions: How accurate is 

the portrayal? Who played which role? What inspired the director’s creative choices? This article is designed to 

answer those and many more, providing a comprehensive guide to the Gandhi questions and answers movie

experience. Whether you’re a first-time viewer or a seasoned film enthusiast, you’ll find the insights here helpful,

engaging, and thoroughly informative.

About the Gandhi Film

Plot Overview

The film chronicles the life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, tracing his journey from a young barrister in South

Africa to the father of the Indian nation. It covers pivotal moments such as the Salt March, the Quit India Movement,

and his final days in prison. The narrative is structured in a way that juxtaposes personal struggles with national

events, offering viewers a nuanced look at the man behind the myth.

Production Background

Directed by Richard Attenborough and produced by the legendary David Puttnam, the project was a collaboration 

between the UK and India. The screenplay was adapted from the book Gandhi: An Autobiography – The Story of 

My Experiments With Truthand was written by David Lean, who also co-wrote the script. The film’s production

spanned over a decade, involving meticulous research, on-location shooting in India, and a massive ensemble cast

to bring authenticity to the story.

Why People Ask Questions About the Movie

Biographical films, especially those dealing with political and historical subjects, naturally generate questions.

Viewers want to know whether the film is an accurate representation, how the filmmakers handled sensitive topics,

and what artistic liberties were taken. Additionally, the sheer scale of the production—over 200 scenes, hundreds of

extras, and a budget that topped $30 million—adds layers of intrigue and curiosity.

Common Misconceptions

•  Many believe that the film covers Gandhi’s entire life; however, it focuses primarily on his adult years and the 

most impactful events.

•  Some think the film is purely a political statement; in reality, it balances personal drama with broader socio-

political themes.

•  There’s a popular notion that the film was shot entirely in India; while most scenes were, key locations like 

London and South Africa were also filmed on location to maintain authenticity.

Gandhi Questions and Answers Movie – The Essential FAQ



Below is a curated list of the most frequently asked questions about the film, organized into logical categories. Each

answer aims to provide clarity while maintaining a natural flow for readers.

Plot-Related Questions

Only briefly. The focus is on his formative years in South Africa and the events that shaped his philosophy.

It is depicted as a turning point, with detailed scenes showing the march’s logistics, the public’s reaction, and the

symbolic act of defying colonial law.

Character-Related Questions

Shabana Azmi delivered a powerful performance as Gandhi’s wife, capturing both strength and vulnerability.

The film includes Tagore as a mentor figure, though some critics argue the depth of their relationship is

underplayed.

Historical Accuracy Questions

While the film strives for historical fidelity, certain timelines were compressed for dramatic effect.

It touches upon his diplomatic efforts, but the film focuses more on his grassroots movements.

Production and Technical Questions

Over 1,000 extras were employed to recreate historical crowds and public demonstrations.

The film relied primarily on practical effects, with minimal CGI, to preserve authenticity.

Behind the Scenes: Making the Gandhi Film

Direction and Vision

Richard Attenborough’s directorial approach combined meticulous research with an empathetic lens. He sought to

portray Gandhi not as a mythic figure but as a complex human being, balancing his personal doubts with his public

commitments.

Cast and Performance

Ben Kingsley’s preparation involved extensive study of Gandhi’s mannerisms, including his walking style, speech

cadence, and the iconic white clothing. Shabana Azmi’s portrayal of Kasturba was grounded in interviews with

Gandhi’s family members, adding depth to the character.

Set Design and Costume

The production design team reconstructed historical settings with remarkable precision. From the colonial offices in

Bombay to the rural villages in South Africa, each set was crafted to reflect the era’s architectural nuances.

Costumes were sourced from period-appropriate fabrics, with Gandhi’s simple white dhoti and shawl becoming a

visual symbol of the film.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Box Office Performance

The film grossed over $100 million worldwide, marking it as one of the highest-earning biographical dramas of its

time. Its success underscored a growing global appetite for historical narratives.



Critical Reviews

Critics praised the film’s balanced storytelling, strong performances, and historical authenticity. While some noted

the film’s pacing issues, the consensus highlighted its emotional resonance and educational value.

Impact on Indian Cinema

The Gandhi film set a new benchmark for Indian biopics, inspiring subsequent productions to invest in high

production values and comprehensive research. It also sparked conversations about how cinema can influence

public understanding of history.

Trivia and Fun Facts

•  Ben Kingsley’s first name was originally “Ben,” but he was given the middle name “Kohli” during the film’s 

production.

•  The film’s soundtrack, composed by Ravi Shankar and Philip Glass, won a Grammy Award for Best Classical 

Album.

•  Over 200 historical photographs were used as reference material for set and costume design.

•  The film’s runtime of 3 hours and 25 minutes required a special editing strategy to maintain audience 

engagement.

•  Richard Attenborough reportedly spent six months in India before filming began, immersing himself in the 

culture to ensure authenticity.

How to Watch the Gandhi Film

Today’s streaming platforms offer a variety of options to view the film. While it is available on major services like

Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, and Hulu, availability may vary by region. For those who prefer a theatrical

experience, the film occasionally appears in special screenings or film festivals celebrating historical cinema.

Conclusion

The Gandhi questions and answers movieguide has taken you through the film’s narrative arc, production

intricacies, and cultural impact. By addressing common inquiries—ranging from plot details to historical authenticity

—this article offers a holistic view of a film that continues to resonate with audiences worldwide. Whether you’re

revisiting this cinematic landmark or discovering it for the first time, the insights provided here aim to deepen your

appreciation and understanding of one of cinema’s most enduring biographical dramas. Enjoy watching, and may

the lessons of nonviolence and perseverance inspire you long after the credits roll.
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