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When you think of epic fantasy, the name Game of Thrones  likely comes to mind first. The television series, 

adapted from George R.R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Firenovels, captivated millions with its intricate plots,

political intrigue, and unforgettable characters. Yet, for newcomers and longtime fans alike, keeping track of every

individual can feel like navigating a maze of names, titles, and alliances. This comprehensive character guide is

designed to illuminate the personalities, motivations, and story arcs that make the world of Westeros so compelling.

Whether you’re preparing for a trivia night, writing a fan essay, or simply wanting to deepen your appreciation of the

series, this guide will serve as your go-to reference.

1. The Seven Great Houses of Westeros

At the heart of the series are the Seven Great Houses, each with its own history, sigil, and cultural identity.

Understanding these houses provides the framework for many character relationships and plotlines.

1.1 House Stark – The North’s Noble Guardians

•  Robb Stark – The eldest son of Eddard, proclaimed King in the North. A skilled warrior, his tragic fate 

underscores the brutal politics of war.

•  Sansa Stark – From naive girl to political strategist, Sansa’s journey through betrayal and survival showcases 

resilience.

•  Arya Stark – A fierce, independent fighter who trains with the Faceless Men, embodying the theme of identity.

•  Bran Stark – The warg and prophet who becomes the Three-Eyed Raven, a conduit for the ancient magic of 

Westeros.

•  Jon Snow – The bastard son of Eddard, whose true lineage ties him to the Targaryens. His loyalty and 

leadership are central to the series.

•  Lyanna Stark – The younger sister, whose disappearance sparks the war of the five kings.

1.2 House Lannister – Wealth, Power, and the Golden Hand

•  Tywin Lannister – The patriarch, a master strategist whose ruthless decisions shape the political landscape.

•  Cersei Lannister – Queen, mother, and fierce protector of her children. Her ambition and vulnerability create a 

complex character arc.

•  Jaime Lannister – Known as the “Kingslayer,” Jaime’s redemption arc from arrogant knight to loyal brother is 

one of the series’ most compelling transformations.

•  Tyrion Lannister – The sharp-witted dwarf whose intellect and empathy make him a favorite among fans.

•  Joffrey Baratheon – A cruel, entitled king whose reign is marked by paranoia and brutality.

1.3 House Targaryen – The Dragonlords of the East

•  Daenerys Targaryen – From exile to queen, her quest to reclaim the Iron Throne is driven by compassion and 

a fierce sense of justice.

•  Rhaegar Targaryen – His marriage to Lyanna Stark sets the stage for the conflict that defines the series.

•  Viserys Targaryen – Daenerys’s older brother, whose selfishness and desperation lead to his downfall.

1.4 House Baratheon – The Kings of the Seven Kingdoms

•  Robert Baratheon – The king who overthrows the Targaryens, his indulgent lifestyle masks a deep sense of 

loss.



•  Stannis Baratheon – Robert’s stern brother, who claims the throne through legal right and stoic determination.

•  Renly Baratheon – The charismatic youngest brother, whose charm and compassion contrast with his 

ruthless ambitions.

1.5 House Greyjoy – The Free Folk’s Rebellious Offspring

•  Balon Greyjoy – The Ironborn king who seeks to expand his domain through piracy.

•  Yara Greyjoy – A fierce warrior who defies gender expectations, ultimately leading her people to new horizons.

•  Theon Greyjoy – Balon’s son who betrays the Starks, a story of loyalty and redemption.

1.6 House Tyrell – The Lush Green of Highgarden

•  Oberyn Martell – A flamboyant, vengeful prince from Dorne, known for his swordsmanship and justice.

•  Tywin Tyrell – A shrewd politician whose alliances shape the political landscape.

•  Rhaella Tyrell – Mother of Margaery, she guides her daughter’s political ambitions.

1.7 House Martell – The Red Suns of Dorne

•  Tywin Martell – A strategic mind who balances revenge and diplomacy.

•  Jace Martell – A charismatic heir who seeks to protect Dorne’s autonomy.

•  Rhaenyra Martell – A determined woman who fights for her rightful claim.

1.8 House Arryn – The Eyrie’s Silent Guardians

•  Jon Arryn – The Hand of the King, whose death triggers the series’ main conflict.

•  Lysa Arryn – A paranoid noblewoman whose actions influence key events.

•  Robin Arryn – The young heir, whose fate is tied to the political machinations of Westeros.

2. Key Supporting Characters and Their Impact

Beyond the great houses, numerous supporting characters enrich the narrative tapestry. Their stories often

intersect with the main plotlines, offering depth and nuance.

2.1 The Night’s Watch

•  Samwell Tarly – A bookish, compassionate man whose loyalty to Jon Snow is unwavering.

•  Gendry – The blacksmith’s son who discovers his royal blood and becomes an essential ally.

•  Brienne of Tarth – A noblewoman who defies gender expectations, exemplifying honor and strength.

2.2 The Faith of the Seven

•  Jory Cassel – A devout priest whose faith shapes his worldview.

•  Ser Jorah Mormont – A loyal knight who serves Daenerys, embodying redemption and sacrifice.

2.3 The Free Folk

•  Jorah Mormont – A seasoned warrior who becomes Daenerys’s advisor.

•  Rhaegal and Drogon – Daenerys’s dragons, symbols of power and freedom.

3. Villains Who Define the Series

Antagonists are as crucial to the narrative as protagonists. Their motivations and actions propel the story forward.

3.1 The White Walkers

•  The Night King – The ultimate threat, orchestrating the army of the dead.

•  White Walkers – Mysterious beings who challenge the very existence of life in Westeros.

3.2 The Red Priests



•  Ramsay Bolton – A sadistic warlord whose cruelty epitomizes the brutal nature of war.

•  Petyr Baelish (Littlefinger) – A master manipulator whose schemes ripple through the political landscape.

3.3 The Ironborn

•  Balon Greyjoy – His ambition for dominance fuels conflict with the North.

•  Yara Greyjoy – While a leader, her actions sometimes blur the line between ally and adversary.

4. Character Development Through the Seasons

One of the series’ greatest strengths lies in its dynamic character arcs. Below is a season-by-season snapshot of

key transformations.

Season 1 – Foundations

•  Jon Snow’s identity as a bastard is revealed, setting the stage for his later discovery.

•  Daenerys’s journey begins with a marriage that binds her to the Khalasar.

•  Petyr Baelish’s manipulation of political events introduces the theme of power behind the throne.

Season 2 – Rising Tensions

•  Robb Stark’s coronation as King in the North highlights the stakes of war.

•  Tywin Lannister’s strategic moves deepen the Lannister’s political dominance.

•  Jaime’s journey into the Red Keep illustrates his internal conflict.

Season 3 – Betrayal and Consequences

•  Robb’s death at the Red Wedding underscores the unpredictability of alliances.

•  Bran’s fall initiates his path toward becoming the Three-Eyed Raven.

•  Daenerys’s dragons hatch, symbolizing her growing power.

Season 4 – Moral Ambiguity

•  Tywin’s death at Casterly Rock forces the Lannisters to confront vulnerability.

•  Jon’s loyalty to the Night’s Watch is tested when he discovers the truth about his parentage.

•  Petyr’s rise to Hand of the King showcases political acumen.

Season 5 – Shifting Alliances

•  Daenerys’s conquest of Meereen introduces complex governance challenges.

•  Jon’s rebellion against the Night’s Watch illustrates his desire for autonomy.

•  Brienne’s unwavering loyalty to Jaime demonstrates the theme of honor.

Season 6 – Redemption and Reclamation

•  Jon’s return from the dead marks a pivotal moment in the fight against the White Walkers.

•  Daenerys’s alliance with the Unsullied strengthens her claim to the Iron Throne.

•  Tywin’s legacy influences the strategic decisions of his descendants.

Season 7 – The Final Countdown

•  Jon’s true heritage is fully revealed, connecting him to the Targaryen line.
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