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Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson: A Complete Guide to the Full Book

When you think of a historical novel that captures the grit and spirit of the American Revolution, Fever 1793by

Laurie Halse Anderson is one of the first titles that comes to mind. Published in 1999, this book has become a

staple in middle �grade classrooms and a favorite among young adult readers who love stories set in the past. In this

comprehensive article, we’ll explore everything you need to know about the full book, from its plot and characters to

the historical context and critical reception. Whether you’re a teacher looking to enrich your curriculum, a parent

wanting a safe yet engaging read for your child, or a book lover curious about the novel’s lasting appeal, this guide

has you covered.

About the Author: Laurie Halse Anderson

Laurie Halse Anderson is an award �winning author of more than 30 books for children and young adults. Born in

1960 in Washington, D.C., Anderson earned a B.A. in English from the University of Maryland and an M.A. in

English from the University of Pennsylvania. Her writing career began in the early 1990s, and she has since

become known for tackling complex themes such as identity, social justice, and the challenges of growing up.

Anderson’s debut novel, Fever 1793, set the stage for a prolific career. Over the years, she has received numerous 

accolades, including the National Book Award for Young People's Literature (for Holes), the Newbery Medal, and

the Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime achievement. Her works are celebrated for their vivid storytelling, strong

female protagonists, and historical authenticity.

Why “Fever 1793” Still Matters

More than two decades after its publication, Fever 1793 remains relevant for several reasons:

•  Historical Insight: The novel offers a detailed look at life in Philadelphia during the Revolutionary War, 

especially the devastating yellow fever epidemic.

•  Empowered Protagonist: The heroine, Hannah Adams, defies gender norms of the 18th century, making her 

relatable to contemporary readers.

•  Literary Craft: Anderson’s writing balances historical detail with emotional depth, creating a narrative that is 

both informative and engaging.

•  Educational Tool: The book aligns with many curriculum standards, providing a gateway to discussions about 

history, health crises, and civic duty.

Plot Summary: A Journey Through Fear and Courage

Fever 1793follows 12 �year �old Hannah Adams as she navigates a Philadelphia gripped by war and disease. The

novel opens with Hannah’s family preparing for the arrival of a new schoolteacher, Mr. Larkin, who is expected to

teach the town’s children. However, the outbreak of yellow fever quickly turns the city into a chaos of fear.

Hannah’s parents, who are both physicians, are forced to abandon their practice and take on the responsibility of

caring for their sick neighbors. Despite the danger, Hannah steps up to help her father, using her own ingenuity to

keep the household running. She also encounters a young orphan, Thomas, who becomes a symbol of hope and



resilience in the midst of crisis.

Throughout the book, Anderson weaves personal growth with historical events. Hannah learns to read and write,

discovers the power of community, and ultimately confronts the harsh reality that some battles cannot be won. The

novel ends on a hopeful note, with Hannah realizing that even in the darkest times, human compassion can light

the way forward.

Key Themes Explored

•  Resilience in Adversity: Hannah’s determination to help her family and community illustrates the human 

capacity to endure.

•  Gender Roles: The novel challenges traditional gender expectations, showing a young girl taking on 

responsibilities usually reserved for men.

•  Community and Solidarity: The collective effort to combat the fever showcases the importance of working 

together.

•  Historical Accuracy vs. Storytelling: Anderson balances factual detail with narrative flow, making history 

accessible to younger readers.

Historical Context: Yellow Fever in 1793

The year 1793 was a turning point for Philadelphia. While the city was a bustling hub of commerce and politics, it

also became the epicenter of a deadly yellow fever outbreak that claimed an estimated 3,000 lives, roughly a

quarter of the population. The novel accurately depicts the fear, quarantine measures, and public panic that

characterized the epidemic.

In the story, Anderson references real historical figures, such as Dr. John D. Parker, and events, like the formation

of the Philadelphia Health Board. She also highlights how the war influenced the spread of disease, as soldiers and

civilians mingled, and how the lack of modern medical knowledge made the situation even more dire.

Character Analysis: Beyond Hannah Adams

Hannah Adams

Hannah is the heart of the novel. Her curiosity and determination set her apart, and her growth from a sheltered girl

to a resilient young woman is a testament to Anderson’s character development. Her ability to read, write, and think

critically makes her a role model for young readers.

Dr. Benjamin Adams

Hannah’s father is a seasoned physician who embodies the medical knowledge of the era. His calm demeanor

under pressure and willingness to sacrifice for his patients provide a moral compass for the story.

Thomas

Thomas, the orphan child, represents innocence and vulnerability. His interactions with Hannah reveal the

importance of empathy and the power of friendship during times of crisis.

Why Teachers Love “Fever 1793”

Educators frequently recommend this book for several reasons:

•  Alignment with Standards: The novel meets Common Core, Next Generation Science Standards, and social 

studies curriculum for middle school.



•  Discussion Prompts: The narrative invites debates on ethics, gender, and public health.

•  Multimodal Learning: Students can pair the book with primary source documents, maps, and historical videos.

•  Engagement: The relatable protagonist keeps students invested in the story.

How to Access the Full Book

Finding a copy of Fever 1793 is straightforward. Below are the most common ways to obtain the full text:

1.  Purchase a Physical Copy: Available through major retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and local 

bookstores.

2.  Download an eBook: Accessible via Kindle, Apple Books, or Google Play Books.

3.  Library Loans: Many public libraries offer both physical and digital copies. Check WorldCat for nearby 

libraries.

4.  Educational Resources: Some schools provide the book through their library system or through the Khan 

Academy reading lists.

Reading Tips for Younger Audiences

•  Start Early: Begin with the first chapters to build interest before tackling the more intense sections.

•  Use a Dictionary: The book contains period terms that may be unfamiliar.

•  Take Notes: Keep track of key events and characters to aid comprehension.

•  Discuss Themes: Talk about how the novel’s themes relate to modern-day challenges.

Critical Reception and Awards

Since its release, Fever 1793 has received widespread acclaim:

•  Named a New York Times Notable Book for Young Readers.

•  Winner of the Coretta Scott King Award for Fiction.

•  Featured in School Library Journal as a Top 10 Book of 1999.

Critics praise Anderson’s ability to blend historical research with compelling storytelling. Reviewers often highlight

the novel’s emotional depth and the realistic portrayal of 18th �century Philadelphia.

FAQs About “Fever 1793”

Is this book appropriate for middle �grade students?

Yes. The novel is widely used in middle �grade classrooms due to its age �appropriate language and themes.

Does the book contain any graphic content?

The book does depict the harsh realities of disease and war but does so in a way that is suitable for younger

readers. The focus remains on resilience rather than gore.

Can I read the book for free?

While the full text is not available for free legally, you can access it through library services or by purchasing a

digital or physical copy. Some educational institutions provide free access to their students.

What other books by Laurie Halse Anderson are similar?

Consider reading Holes, The Summer I Turned Pretty, or Elena of Asteriafor similar themes of adventure, history,

and strong protagonists.



Conclusion

Laurie Halse Anderson’s Fever 1793 is more than just a historical novel; it’s a testament to human resilience, 

community, and the enduring power of youth. Whether you’re a student, teacher, or book lover, the full book offers a 

rich, engaging experience that brings the past to life. With its compelling characters, accurate historical context, 

and timeless themes, Fever 1793remains a must �read for anyone interested in the intersection of history and

literature.

So, if you’re looking to dive into a story that balances fact and fiction, or you’re searching for the full book to enrich 

your reading list, Fever 1793is the perfect choice. Grab a copy today and step into the streets of revolutionary

Philadelphia—where courage, hope, and the fight against a deadly fever await.
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