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Introduction

In the world of public health, the ability to interpret data and evaluate research studies is a cornerstone of 

evidence �based practice. Whether you are a medical student, a graduate student in public health, or a professional 

preparing for certification, epidemiology and biostatistics exam questionswill test your mastery of these

essential skills. These exams are designed not only to assess your knowledge of statistical methods but also to

challenge your critical thinking and application of epidemiologic concepts to real �world scenarios.

Because the field is constantly evolving, exam questions now often include emerging topics such as big data

analytics, machine learning applications in health research, and advanced survival models. This article provides a

comprehensive guide to understanding the types of questions you will encounter, the key topics you must master,

and effective strategies to excel. By the end, you’ll be equipped with a clear roadmap for preparing for any

epidemiology or biostatistics assessment.

Why Mastering Epidemiology and Biostatistics Exam Questions Matters

Proficiency in epidemiology and biostatistics is more than an academic requirement; it is a professional necessity.

These disciplines enable health professionals to:

•  Design robust studies that produce reliable evidence.

•  Critically appraise published research for validity and bias.

•  Translate data into actionable public health interventions.

•  Communicate findings clearly to policymakers and the public.

Exam questions serve as a benchmark for these competencies. They gauge your readiness to conduct research,

interpret results, and make informed decisions. Mastery of exam questions also signals to employers and licensing

boards that you possess the analytical rigor needed for high �impact work in healthcare, research, and policy.

Common Exam Formats and Question Types

Understanding the structure of your exam can dramatically improve your performance. Most epidemiology and

biostatistics assessments use a mix of the following formats:

Multiple �Choice Questions (MCQs)

MCQs are the most common format, often featuring four or five answer choices. They test factual knowledge,

conceptual understanding, and the ability to interpret data. Look for questions that ask you to identify the correct

statistical test, interpret a p �value, or explain bias in a study design.

Data Interpretation and Tables

These questions present raw data, tables, or graphs and ask you to draw conclusions. You may be asked to

calculate a relative risk, interpret a Kaplan–Meier curve, or identify an error in a contingency table. Accurate data

interpretation is a core skill in epidemiology.

Essay and Short �Answer Questions



Essay questions require you to articulate your reasoning in a structured format. You may need to describe the steps

of a logistic regression analysis, critique a research methodology, or outline the ethical considerations of a

randomized controlled trial. Clear, concise writing is essential.

Case �Based Questions

Case studies present a realistic scenario and ask you to apply multiple concepts. For example, you might evaluate

a surveillance system for an emerging infectious disease, recommending improvements based on sensitivity and

specificity metrics. These questions assess your ability to synthesize knowledge.

Key Topics to Focus on for Exam Questions

Below is a prioritized list of topics that frequently appear in epidemiology and biostatistics exams. Mastery of these

areas will give you a solid foundation for tackling diverse question types.

Study Design and Sampling

•  Cohort, case �control, and cross �sectional studies – understand when each design is appropriate.

•  Sampling methods – probability vs. non �probability sampling and their impact on generalizability.

•  Randomization and blinding – key principles for reducing bias.

•  Confounding and effect modification – how to identify and adjust for these in analysis.

Measures of Disease Frequency

•  Incidence, prevalence, and cumulative incidence – definitions and calculation.

•  Person �time calculations – essential for cohort studies.

•  Case �fatality and mortality rates – interpreting public health impact.

Measures of Association

•  Risk ratios, odds ratios, and hazard ratios – when and how to use each.

•  Attributable risk and population attributable fraction – estimating public health impact.

•  Confidence intervals for association measures – interpreting precision.

Statistical Inference

•  Hypothesis testing – null vs. alternative, type I & II errors.

•  p �values and significance thresholds – common pitfalls.

•  Chi �square, t �tests, and ANOVA – choosing the right test.

•  Non �parametric tests – Mann �Whitney U, Kruskal �Wallis, etc.

Regression and Multivariate Analysis

•  Linear regression – assumptions, interpretation of coefficients.

•  Logistic regression – odds ratios, model fit, and goodness �of �fit tests.

•  Poisson and negative binomial regression – for count data.

•  Model selection and diagnostics – residual analysis, multicollinearity.

Survival Analysis and Time �to �Event Data

•  Kaplan–Meier estimator – estimating survival probabilities.

•  Log �rank test – comparing survival curves.

•  Cox proportional hazards model – hazard ratios and covariate adjustment.

•  Competing risks – handling multiple possible outcomes.

Strategies for Tackling Exam Questions



Effective exam performance relies on both knowledge and test �taking strategies. Here are proven tactics to help you

navigate any question type.

Read Carefully and Identify the Question Type

Spend the first few seconds scanning the question. Recognize whether it is a conceptual query, a data �interpretation

task, or an application problem. This quick categorization will guide your thinking process and prevent you from

wasting time on the wrong approach.

Use the Process of Elimination

In MCQs, eliminate obviously incorrect options first. Often, two or three choices will stand out as clearly wrong.

Narrowing the field increases the odds of selecting the correct answer, especially when you are uncertain.

Practice with Real �World Data Sets

Hands �on experience with datasets strengthens your analytical skills. Use publicly available resources such as the

CDC WONDER database, the NIH’s National Center for Health Statistics, or Kaggle health datasets. Recreate

analyses you have studied, then compare your results to published findings.

Time Management Techniques

Allocate your time based on question difficulty. For example, spend 2 minutes on each MCQ, 5 minutes on data

interpretation, and 15 minutes on essay questions. Keep a running tally of time spent to stay on schedule. If you get

stuck, move on and return if time permits.

Sample Exam Questions and How to Solve Them

Below are illustrative examples of common question types. Work through each solution step by step to understand

the underlying logic.

Multiple �Choice Example

1.  A 10 �year cohort study follows 500 smokers and 500 non �smokers to assess lung cancer incidence. Which 

measure best estimates the relative risk?

Answer:b) Relative risk. In a cohort study, incidence rates can be directly compared, providing a relative risk

estimate.

Data Interpretation Example

1.  Table 1 shows the following 2 × 2 table for a case �control study on hypertension and salt intake. Calculate the 

odds ratio.

Solution: OR = (120 × 100) / (80 × 200) = 12,000 / 16,000 = 0.75. A value 
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