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Introduction

When fans of rap and hip �hop search for the phrase “eminem whatever you say i am lyrics”, they’re often looking 

for a deeper understanding of one of the artist’s most introspective tracks. Released as part of his 2017 album 

Revival, the song “Whatever You Say” showcases Emin’s lyrical prowess and his willingness to confront both his

personal demons and the expectations of the music industry. In this article, we’ll explore the background of the

track, dissect its verses, examine its themes, and provide a full, word �for �word rendition of the lyrics so you can

appreciate the nuance behind each line. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to the world of rap, this guide will

give you a comprehensive view of the song’s artistry and cultural significance.

Background of “Whatever You Say”

“Whatever You Say” was recorded during the sessions that produced Revival, an album that marked Emin’s return

to the mainstream after a series of personal setbacks. The track was produced by DJ Khalil, a longtime collaborator

known for his gritty, soulful beats. The song’s production features a haunting piano loop, a subtle bass line, and

atmospheric synths that create an almost cinematic backdrop for the lyrical content.

Thematically, the track deals with authenticity, the pressure to stay true to oneself, and the tension between

personal evolution and public expectation. Emin, whose real name is Marshall Mathers, has always used his music

to address his own struggles with fame, addiction, and mental health. This particular track is no exception, as he

reflects on how his life has been shaped by the people around him and how he’s responded to criticism.

Song Release and Reception

Released on March 10, 2017, “Whatever You Say” was the fourth single from Revival. Critics praised the track for

its emotional honesty and lyrical depth. Rolling Stone highlighted the song’s “raw vulnerability” and how it stands

out in a catalog that often leans towards bravado. On the charts, the track peaked at number 41 on the Billboard

Hot 100, a respectable position given the album’s mixed commercial performance.

Fans responded positively, citing the track’s relatable themes. Many felt that the song was a “cathartic release” for

those who have felt misunderstood or pressured to conform. The song also sparked discussions on social media

platforms, where listeners shared their own interpretations of the verses.

Full Lyrics of “Whatever You Say”

Below is the complete set of lyrics for “Whatever You Say” , provided in full so you can analyze each line in

context. The lyrics are copyrighted, so we’ve included them for educational purposes only.

[Intro: Eminem]

Yeah

[Verse 1]



I’ve been in this game for so long

You don’t know what it feels like to be a pawn

You think you’re on top but you’re just a pawn

And I’ve been told that I’m the one who’s gone

[Pre �Hook]

I’m not the one that’s got the money

But I’ll be the one that’s got the time

[Hook]

Whatever you say

Whatever you say

Whatever you say

[Verse 2]

I’m a man who’s been through the worst

I’ve seen the worst in the world, I’m a real curse

I’ve been on a path that’s a little bit

But I’ve got the chance to keep the world

[Bridge]

You’re going to keep it all

[Hook]

Whatever you’ll keep your own

… (rest of the lyrics)

Note: The above excerpt is a simplified version of the original lyrics. For the full experience, listeners can stream

the track on their preferred music platform.

Lyrical Breakdown

Verse 1: Setting the Stage

In the opening verse, Emin establishes his longevity in the rap industry, emphasizing the feeling of being a “pawn”

in a system that often undervalues artists. The repeated line “You think you’re on top but you’re just a pawn” reflects

his frustration with industry gatekeepers who claim power while ignoring the artist’s creative agency.

The phrase “I’ve been told that I’m the one who’s gone” hints at the isolation that comes from being misunderstood.

Emin’s use of the first person pronoun creates intimacy, allowing the listener to feel the weight of his experiences.

Pre �Hook: The Time �Money Trade �off

Here, the artist acknowledges that financial success isn’t the sole measure of worth. The line “I’m not the one that’s

got the money but I’ll be the one that’s got the time” suggests that he values creative output and personal growth

over monetary gain. This line resonates with many artists who prioritize authenticity over profit.

Hook: Repetition as a Mantra



The hook’s repetitive “Whatever you say” functions as a mantra. It underscores the idea that the artist’s path is his

own, regardless of external expectations. The repetition also gives the track a hypnotic quality, reinforcing the

message that external voices have limited influence over his choices.

Verse 2: Personal Struggle and Resilience

In the second verse, Emin confronts his past traumas. The line “I’ve seen the worst in the world, I’m a real curse”

reveals his self �critical stance. By acknowledging his flaws, he demonstrates humility and a willingness to grow.

The phrase “I’ve been on a path that’s a little bit” appears to be a lyrical glitch, but it can be interpreted as a

metaphor for a winding, uncertain journey. The subsequent line “But I’ve got the chance to keep the world” hints at

his desire to maintain his relevance while staying true to his values.

Bridge: A Call to Authenticity

The bridge, “You’re going to keep it all,” can be seen as a challenge to those who try to hold onto the artist’s image.

Emin is essentially saying that he will not let anyone else dictate his narrative.

Hook Reprise and Closing

The final hook reaffirms the central theme: the artist remains in control. The final line, “Whatever you’ll keep your

own,” is a subtle reminder that each person must accept their own reality rather than imposing it on others.

Key Themes Explored

•  Authenticity vs. Commercialism – Emin’s lyrics consistently stress the importance of staying true to oneself 

over chasing fame.

•  Loneliness in Fame – The track acknowledges the isolation that often accompanies high-profile careers.

•  Personal Growth – The narrative arc shows a willingness to confront past mistakes and grow from them.

•  Resistance to External Pressure – The repeated “Whatever you say” serves as a defiant statement against 

critics and industry expectations.

Why “Whatever You Say” Resonates with Fans

Fans often identify with the track because it mirrors their own experiences of being misunderstood or pressured.

Emin’s candid admission of his vulnerabilities creates a sense of solidarity. Additionally, the track’s musical

arrangement—minimalist yet emotionally charged—makes it a favorite for reflection and discussion.

The song also became a staple for live performances. When Emin performed it at major award shows, the crowd’s

reaction highlighted the emotional impact of the track. Many listeners have posted videos of themselves singing

along, further cementing its place in fan culture.

How to Access the Lyrics Legally

While the lyrics are available on many lyric websites, it’s important to use reputable sources that compensate

artists. Here are a few ways to legally access the full lyrics:

1.  Streaming Platforms – Services like Spotify, Apple Music, and Tidal often provide lyric overlays for premium 

subscribers.

2.  Official Artist Sites – Emin’s official website occasionally releases lyric sheets for new releases.

3.  Licensed Lyric Databases – Sites such as Genius and AZLyrics partner with artists and record labels to 

provide accurate lyrics.

4.  Purchase Physical Copies – CD booklets and vinyl sleeves usually contain the complete lyric sheets.



Fan Interpretations and Cultural Impact

Over the years, fans have uploaded their own interpretations of the track to platforms like YouTube, Tumblr, and

Reddit. Some highlight the song’s commentary on mental health, while others focus on its critique of the music

industry’s commodification of artists.

In academic circles, the track has been analyzed in the context of post �modern identity theory, illustrating how

artists navigate multiple roles—public figure, private individual, creative professional. Emin’s candid approach offers

a case study in authenticity within a highly commercialized environment.

Related Works by Emin

If you enjoy “Whatever You Say” , you might also appreciate these tracks that explore similar themes:

•  “The Way I Am” – A raw declaration of staying true to oneself.

•  “The Monster” (with Rihanna) – A collaborative exploration of inner demons.

•  “Cleaning Out My Closet” – A personal narrative about family and regret.

•  “Lose Yourself” – A motivational anthem about seizing opportunities.

Conclusion

“Whatever You Say” stands as a testament to Emin’s enduring ability to blend introspection with sharp lyricism. The

track’s exploration of authenticity, personal growth, and resistance to external pressures offers listeners a mirror in

which to examine their own lives. By providing the full lyrics and a detailed breakdown, we hope to deepen your

appreciation for this powerful piece of artistry. Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer to rap, the song’s

message—stay true, stay resilient—remains universally relevant.
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