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Ecce Romani ll: A Teacher’s Guide to Home and School Pastimes and
Ceremonies

Ecce Romani llis more than a textbook; it is a living tapestry of Roman life that brings history to the classroom.
Yet, the book’s true power lies in its ability to connect past and present through engaging activities and meaningful
ceremonies. For teachers looking to enrich their lessons, this guide offers a comprehensive toolkit of home and
school pastimes, classroom rituals, and cultural celebrations that align with the curriculum while fostering a sense
of community and curiosity.

Why Integrate Pastimes and Ceremonies?

When students participate in hands on projects or observe authentic rituals, they experience history beyond dates
and facts. The benefits include:

¢ Enhanced Retention: Experiential learning helps students remember key concepts longer.

« Critical Thinking: Recreating ancient practices invites analysis of cause, effect, and cultural context.
e Community Building: Shared ceremonies strengthen classroom bonds and respect for diversity.

e Cross Curricular Links: Pastimes can tie into art, literature, geography, and even science.

Below, you'll find a step by step approach to designing home and school pastimes and ceremonies that resonate
with the themes of Ecce Romani Il.

1. Planning Your Pastime or Ceremony

1.1 Identify Learning Objectives

Begin by mapping each activity to specific curriculum standards. For example:
« Historical Context: Understanding Roman festivals.
e Social Studies Skills: Analyzing primary sources.
e Language Arts: Writing descriptive essays about Roman life.

1.2 Choose the Right Setting

Decide whether the activity will occur at home, in the classroom, or as a school wide event. Each setting offers
unigue advantages:

1. Home: Allows families to participate, deepening home school connections.

2. Classroom: Facilitates controlled, focused learning.

3. School wide: Creates a shared cultural experience for the entire student body.
1.3 Gather Resources
Effective pastimes need materials and references. Compile:

* Replica artifacts or images (e.g., Roman sandals, laurel wreaths).
e Primary source excerpts (e.g., speeches by Cicero).



¢ Instructional videos or podcasts on Roman customs.

Don'’t forget to involve students in the preparation process—this increases ownership and excitement.

2. Home Pastimes: Bringing Roman Culture into the Living Room

2.1 The “Roman Market” Family Game

Transform your kitchen into a bustling Roman marketplace. Assign roles—vendors, customers, and money keepers.
Use play money and simple Roman goods such as olives, figs, and pottery. The activity teaches:

e Economic concepts: supply, demand, trade.
e Social hierarchy: merchants vs. citizens.
e Language skills: practicing greetings and bargaining phrases.

After the game, students can write a short reflection on what they learned about Roman commerce.

2.2 Roman Storytime

Choose a folktale or myth from the Ecce Romani licollection and read it aloud. Encourage family members to act
out parts, using simple costumes. This activity promotes:

e Literary analysis: identifying themes and characters.

e Oral communication: storytelling skills.

e Creative expression: costume design and movement.
2.3 Culinary Connection: Roman Recipes

Recreate a simple Roman dish—such as a flatbread with honey and herbs. Students can measure ingredients,
observe cooking techniques, and discuss the significance of food in Roman society. Pair the cooking session with a
brief research project on Roman diet.

3. School Pastimes: Classroom Rituals that Reinforce Learning

3.1 The Daily “Praetor’s Address”

Start each day with a short, scripted announcement from the class’s “praetor.” Students rotate the role, practicing
public speaking and leadership. The address can include:

e A summary of the day’s lesson.

¢ Motivational quotes from Roman philosophers.

¢ Announcements of upcoming projects or ceremonies.
3.2"“Forum Debate” Sessions

Organize structured debates on topics from the book—e.g., the merits of the Roman Republic versus Empire.
Students prepare arguments, research evidence, and engage in respectful discourse. This format nurtures:

« Critical thinking and evidence evaluation.

e Collaboration and negotiation skills.

« Historical empathy: understanding multiple perspectives.
3.3The*Laurel Crown” Award Ceremony

At the end of each unit, hold a ceremony where students receive laurel crowns for outstanding contributions. The
ceremony can include:

1. A brief recap of the unit’s key points.



2. Student presentations on their projects.
3. Distribution of symbolic laurel wreaths.

Such recognition reinforces positive behavior and academic achievement.

4. School Wide Ceremonies: Celebrating Roman Culture Together

4.1 The “Festival of Saturnalia” Assembly

Saturnalia was a festival of gift giving, role reversal, and revelry. Replicate its spirit by organizing a school assembly
where:

» Teachers and students exchange small gifts.
« Students perform short skits depicting Roman customs.
» Classrooms decorate with Roman motifs.

Invite parents to attend, fostering community engagement.

4.2 *Roman Heritage Day” Field Trip

Plan a field trip to a local museum with Roman artifacts or a nearby historical site. Prior to the trip, students
research the artifacts they expect to see, creating a scavenger hunt list. During the visit, they can annotate findings
and later write reflective essays.

4.3“Roman Olympics” Athletic Challenge

Host a mini Olympics featuring games inspired by ancient Roman sports—such as a “trike” (three wheel cart) race, a
mock “spear” throw, or a “handball” match. Emphasize sportsmanship, teamwork, and physical fithess while linking
back to the historical context.

5. Integrating Technology into Pastimes and Ceremonies

5.1 Digital Storytelling Platforms

Use tools like Storybird or Padletto let students create digital narratives about Roman life. They can embed
images, audio, and text, allowing for multimedia expression.

5.2 Interactive Maps

Employ Google Earth or ArcGIS Onlineto explore Roman geography. Students can annotate key locations—Rome,
Pompeii, Alexandria—connecting spatial awareness to historical events.

5.3 Virtual Reality Experiences

For schools with VR capabilities, let students “walk” through a reconstructed Roman forum or villa. This immersive
experience deepens understanding of architectural design and social spaces.

6. Assessment Strategies for Pastimes and Ceremonies

6.1 Reflective Journals

Ask students to maintain a journal documenting their experiences in each activity. Prompt them with questions such
as:

e What surprised you about Roman customs?
* How did the activity help you understand the lesson better?
« What skills did you develop?



6.2 Rubrics for Performance

Develop clear rubrics that assess participation, creativity, and historical accuracy. Include criteria like:
¢ Depth of research.
e Engagement in role play.
¢ Quality of reflective writing.

6.3 Peer Feedback Sessions

After performances or projects, facilitate structured peer reviews. Students can use a simple feedback form to
highlight strengths and suggest improvements.

7. Building Partnerships with Parents and Community Members

7.1 Parent Volunteer Programs

Invite parents to assist in ceremonies—helping with decorations, guiding students during field trips, or sharing
personal stories related to Roman culture. Their involvement enriches the learning environment.

7.2 Community Resource Outreach

Collaborate with local museums, libraries, or cultural centers to access authentic artifacts or expert talks. These
partnerships add credibility and depth to the lessons.

8. Adapting Pastimes for Diverse Learners

8.1 Differentiated Roles

Assign roles based on student strengths—visual learners can design costumes, while kinesthetic learners can lead
physical activities. This ensures everyone contributes meaningfully.

8.2 Inclusive Materials

Provide materials in multiple languages, especially if your classroom has a high proportion of English language
learners. Use bilingual glossaries for key terms.

8.3 Accessibility Considerations

Ensure that ceremonies and pastimes accommodate students with disabilities. For example, use adaptive seating
for the “Forum Debate” or provide audio descriptions for visual tasks.

9. Sustaining Momentum: Year Long Planning

9.1 Thematic Calendar

Create a calendar that aligns pastimes and ceremonies with the school's academic calendar. For instance,
schedule the “Roman Olympics” during physical education weeks, or the “Festival of Saturnalia” at the end of the
second semester.

9.2 Continuous Feedback Loop

After each event, gather feedback from students, parents, and staff. Use surveys or informal discussions to refine
future activities.

9.3 Professional Development

Encourage teachers to attend workshops on experiential learning and cultural education. Sharing best practices



keeps the program fresh and impactful.
10. Conclusion: Turning History into Living Experience

By weaving Ecce Romani llpastimes and ceremonies into your teaching repertoire, you transform static lessons
into dynamic, memorable experiences. These activities not only deepen students’ understanding of Roman culture
but also cultivate essential skills—critical thinking, collaboration, and empathy—that will serve them beyond the
classroom. Embrace the rich tapestry of Roman pastimes, and watch your students come alive with curiosity,
confidence, and a genuine love for history.
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