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Easy Bob /Dylan Guitar Songs: A Beginner’s Guide to Classic Folk Rock

Bob Dylan has been a cornerstone of American music for more than six decades. His lyrical genius and distinctive

vocal style have inspired countless musicians, and his songs are a staple in every guitarist’s repertoire. If you’re just

getting started on the guitar, you’ll be relieved to know that Dylan’s catalog is surprisingly approachable. Many of

his most beloved tracks are built on simple chord progressions, straightforward strumming patterns, and a relaxed

vocal delivery that lets you focus on the feel of the music rather than technical virtuosity.

In this guide we’ll walk through the top easy Bob Dylan songs you can learn right now. We’ll cover the essential

chords, the basic strumming patterns, and a few performance tips that will help you capture Dylan’s unique vibe.

Whether you’re a complete beginner or an intermediate player looking to expand your setlist, this article will give

you a clear roadmap to mastering Dylan’s classics without getting overwhelmed.

Why Bob /Dylan Songs Are Perfect for Beginners

•  Simple chord structures – Most Dylan songs use the 2 �3 �4 �5 progression in open chords or their relative minor 

forms.

•  Repetitive patterns – The verses and choruses often repeat the same chord sequence, making memorization 

easier.

•  Rhythmic flexibility – Dylan’s strumming is relaxed; you can play at a comfortable tempo without needing 

perfect timing.

•  Emphasis on storytelling – The focus is on lyrics and emotion, so you can sing along while you practice.

•  Wide range of styles – From acoustic folk to electric rock, you can choose the version that suits your skill level.

Because of these qualities, Dylan’s songs are often the first choice for guitar teachers and self �studying musicians

alike. By starting with the easier tracks, you’ll build confidence, develop a solid strumming foundation, and create a

repertoire that impresses friends and family.

Essential Chords for Dylan’s Easy Songs

Below is a quick reference for the most common open chords you’ll need. If you’re new to guitar, take a few minutes

to practice switching between these chords smoothly.

•  G – 320003

•  C – x32010

•  D – xx0232

•  Em – 022000

•  Am – x02210

•  F – 133211 (or barre version)

•  Bm – x24432 (or barre version)

•  G7 – 320001

•  D7 – xx0212

Remember that Dylan often uses a capo to keep the key in a comfortable vocal range. Placing the capo on the first



or second fret can shift the entire chord progression up a half or whole step.

Common Strumming Patterns for Dylan Songs

Most of Dylan’s easy songs rely on a simple down �strum or down �up pattern. Here are two patterns you can use as a

starting point:

1.  Down �Down �Down �Down (4 �beat) – Strum once on each beat of a 4/4 measure. This is perfect for songs like 

“Blowin’ /in the Wind.”

2.  Down �Up �Down �Up (4 �beat, syncopated) – Strum on the downbeat and then on the off �beats. This gives a 

slightly more rhythmic feel, ideal for “The Times They Are a �Changing.”

Practice each pattern slowly, then gradually increase your tempo as you feel comfortable. The key is consistency

rather than speed.

Top 10 Easy Bob /Dylan Songs to Learn

Below we list ten of Dylan’s most accessible tracks, along with key details such as chord progressions, capo

placement, and suggested listening references.

1. “Blowin’ /in the Wind”

Key: G (Capo 2) – Translates to A in open chords.

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Down �Down �Down.

Why it’s easy: Only three chords, repetitive structure, and a timeless message.

2. “Don’t Think Twice, It’s All Right”

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Up �Down �Up.

Tip: Focus on the “I’ll be back” vocal phrase; it’s a great cue for chord changes.

3. “The Times They Are a �Changing”

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Down �Down �Down.

Note: The bridge uses a simple “C �D �G” sequence.

4. “All I Really Want”

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Up �Down �Up.

Why it’s fun: The repetitive chorus makes it easy to sing along.



5. “Girl from the North Country”

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Down �Down �Down.

Tip: Use a gentle pick to mimic the song’s acoustic feel.

6. “Tangled Up in Blue” (Acoustic Version)

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Up �Down �Up.

Note: The bridge uses a simple “Em – D – C” sequence.

7. “Rainy Day Women” (Live)

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Down �Down �Down.

Why it’s approachable: The live version is stripped down, focusing on rhythm.

8. “When I Paint My Masterpiece”

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Up �Down �Up.

Tip: Emphasize the “I’ll keep on painting” refrain.

9. “I Shall Be Released”

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Down �Down �Down.

Note: The bridge uses a simple “Em – D – C” sequence.

10. “The Man’s Not Here”

Key: G (Capo 2).

Chord progression: G – C – D – G.

Strumming: Down �Up �Down �Up.

Why it’s great for practice: The song’s structure is simple, but the vocal melody keeps it interesting.

Step �by �Step Tutorial for “Blowin’ /in the Wind”

Let’s dive deeper into one of Dylan’s most iconic songs. Follow these steps to learn the guitar part, vocal phrasing,



and performance tips.

Chord Breakdown

1.  G – Play for 4 beats.

2.  C – Transition smoothly; keep the rhythm steady.

3.  D – Strum for 4 beats; this is the “how many roads” section.

4.  G – Return to the first chord; repeat the cycle.

Strumming Pattern

Use a simple down �down �down �down pattern. Count “1 �2 �3 �4” as you strum, maintaining a steady tempo.

Capo Placement

Place the capo on the second fret to keep the song in the key of A, which is comfortable for most vocal ranges.

Vocal Tips

•  Keep the melody relaxed; Dylan’s style is conversational.

•  Emphasize the question marks in the lyrics to convey the song’s contemplative mood.

•  Use a slight vocal hiccup on the “What’s the use?” line to add authenticity.

Performance Practice

1.  Start by playing the chords without singing to get the rhythm right.

2.  Once comfortable, add the vocal line, focusing on clear enunciation.

3.  Record yourself to catch any timing issues or off �beat strums.

4.  Practice with a metronome set to a moderate tempo (e.g., 80 BPM).

How to Practice Efficiently

Learning a song quickly requires a focused practice routine. Here are some proven techniques:

1.  Chunking – Break the song into sections (intro, verse, chorus, bridge) and practice each separately.

2.  Slow �to �Fast – Start at a slower tempo, then gradually increase until you reach the original pace.

3.  Chord Transition Drills – Isolate the chord changes and practice them until you can switch without looking at 

your hands.

4.  Sing While Strumming – Once you’re comfortable with chords, add the vocal part. Singing will help you 

internalize the rhythm.

5.  Use a Loop Pedal or App – Loop a section to practice until you master it.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

•  Forgetting to Capo – Double �check your capo placement before you start playing.

•  Over �Strumming – Keep the strumming hand relaxed; too much force can create a harsh sound.

•  Skipping the Verse – Even if you’re a beginner, practice the verse chords; they’re essential to the song’s flow.

•  Ignoring Dynamics – Dylan’s songs often shift from soft to louder sections; practice dynamic changes to add 

emotion.

•  Not Listening to the Original – Compare your rendition to the original track to capture the authentic feel.

Expanding Your Dylan Repertoire

Once you’re comfortable with the easy songs, you can gradually explore more complex pieces. Here are a few

suggestions that remain approachable but offer a bit more challenge:
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