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Dubrovnik Travel Guide: The Ultimate Insider’'s Handbook

Dubrovnik, Croatia’s jewel on the Adriatic coast, has captivated travelers for centuries with its turquoise waters,
limestone cliffs, and the storied walls that encircle its Old Town. Whether you're a history buff, a beach lover, or a

food enthusiast, this Dubrovnik travel guidewill give you everything you need to explore the city like a local, from
the best times to visit and how to get there, to the must see sights, hidden gems, and practical tips for a memorable
trip.

Why Dubrovnik Should Be on Your Bucket List

Dubrovnik’s UNESCO listed Old Town is a living museum, boasting a maze of stone streets, baroque churches, and
16th century fortifications. The city’s strategic location has made it a crossroads of cultures—Greek, Roman,
Venetian, and Austro Hungarian influences all mingle in its architecture and cuisine. Beyond its historic charm,
Dubrovnik offers pristine beaches, vibrant nightlife, and a gateway to the nearby islands of Kor xVAE A Mljet, and the
Kornati archipelago.

Travelers rave about the city’s welcoming atmosphere, the friendliness of its residents, and the sense of stepping
back in time while still enjoying modern comforts. In short, Dubrovnik is a place where past and present coexist in
perfect harmony.

When to Visit: The Best Seasons for Dubrovnik

Spring (April —June)

Spring is the ideal time to visit if you want mild temperatures, fewer crowds, and blooming gardens. Average highs
hover around 20-25 °C (68-77 °F), and the sea begins to warm up. The city’s terraces and vineyards burst with
color, and you'll find plenty of local festivals celebrating everything from olive oil to music.

Summer (July — August)

Summer is peak season. Expect sunny days, temperatures up to 30 °C (86 °F), and a bustling atmosphere. While
the Old Town can be crowded, the vibrant nightlife and beachside cafes keep the energy alive. If you're comfortable
with crowds and higher prices, this is the time for festivals, open air concerts, and a lively sea side atmosphere.

Fall (September — October)

Fall offers warm, sunny days with a pleasant breeze, especially in September. The sea remains inviting for
swimming, and the tourist crowds thin out, making it easier to explore the city’s landmarks. Autumn colors in the
surrounding hills provide a picturesque backdrop for walking tours.

Winter (November — March)

Winter is the quietest season. While many hotels and restaurants reduce their hours, you'll still find the Old Town
open and the city’s historic sites accessible. The cooler weather (10-15 °C/50-59 °F) makes walking comfortable,
and the city’s winter festivals offer a unique cultural experience.



Getting There: How to Reach Dubrovnik

By Air

Dubrovnik Airport (DBV) is the city’s primary gateway, located about 17 km (10 mi) southeast of the Old Town. The
airport offers direct flights from many European cities, and seasonal charter flights from the United States and
Canada during peak summer. From the airport, you can take a bus, taxi, or the Airport Shuttle to the city center.

By Bus

Long distance bus services connect Dubrovnik to major Croatian cities like Zagreb and Split, as well as to
neighboring countries. The Autobus Dubrovniknetwork is reliable, with frequent departures throughout the day.
The bus station is conveniently located near the Old Town, making it easy to hop off and start exploring.

By Ferry

Ferries from Split, Zadar, and the island of Hvar provide a scenic route to Dubrovnik. The Adriatic Sea offers a
relaxing journey, and you'll arrive in the city’s harbor, just a short walk from the Old Town. This option is especially
appealing for travelers who want to combine a cruise or island hop with their Dubrovnik visit.

By Car

Renting a car gives you flexibility, but note that Dubrovnik’'s Old Town is car free. Parking is available in the
surrounding districts, and from there you can walk or use public transport into the city center. Be aware of traffic
congestion during peak season.

Where to Stay: Accommodation in Dubrovnik

Dubrovnik offers a wide range of accommodation options, from luxury hotels and boutique inns to hostels and
vacation rentals. Here’s a quick rundown of the best neighborhoods and accommodation styles:

¢ Old Town — For an authentic experience, stay in a boutique hotel or a heritage apartment. Expect higher
prices but unparalleled proximity to landmarks.

* Veseljak — A short walk from the Old Town, this area offers a mix of hotels and apartments with beautiful sea
views.

e Supetar — Located on the western side of the Old City Walls, Supetar provides a quieter setting with easy
access to the sea and beaches.

« New Town (Plo OR’ b —FV A “or families and budget travelers, this area offers affordable hotels and hostels.

Luxury Options

For those seeking indulgence, the Hotel Excelsior and Dubrovnik Palaceprovide  world class  service, spa
facilities, and stunning views of the Adriatic.

Mid Range Options
Mid range hotels like theHotel Lapad and Hotel Adrianaoffer comfortable rooms, complimentary breakfast, and
easy access to the city’s attractions.

Budget Options

Hostels such as Hostel Dubrovnik and St. Anthony Hostelprovide affordable dormitory rooms and private
rooms, making them ideal for solo travelers and backpackers.

What to Eat: Culinary Highlights of Dubrovnik



Dubrovnik’s cuisine is a reflection of its Mediterranean roots, enriched by local ingredients and regional influences.
Here are some must taste dishes and where to find them:

Seafood
 Black Risotto (Crni Rizot) — A rich, squid ink risotto that's a staple in many local restaurants.

e Grilled Octopus — Freshly grilled and served with olive oil and lemon, a favorite among locals.
¢ Fresh Oysters — Available in seaside taverns; pair them with a chilled glass of local white wine.

Local Specialties
e Pasticada — A slow cooked beef stew served with gnocchi; a dish that showcases Croatian hospitality.
« Strukli — Dumplings stuffed with cheese, often baked or boiled; a comfort food that's perfect for a quick bite.
e Lokva — A traditional Croatian pastry filled with cheese or meat.

Bev...

Dubrovnik’s vineyards produce excellent Wines such as Posip, Dinga OA B /4 vac Mali. Don’t miss a wine tasting at
a local tasting room or a vineyard tour outside the city.

Where to Eat

¢ Proto — Known for its fresh fish and elegant setting.

e Konoba Dubrava — A family run restaurant offering hearty Croatian dishes.

 Fritolin — Ideal for a casual meal of seafood and grilled meats.

¢ Restaurant 360 — Offers panoramic views of the Old Town and a contemporary twist on local cuisine.

Must See Attractions: The Heart of Dubrovnik

City Walls

The Dubrovnik City Wallsare a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the city’s most iconic landmarks. A walk
along the walls offers breathtaking views of the Old Town, the Adriatic Sea, and the surrounding hills. The walls are
about 2.5 km long, and the walk takes roughly 2—-3 hours, depending on how often you stop to take photos or
explore the towers.

Old Town (Stari Grad)

Dubrovnik’s Old Town is a labyrinth of cobblestone streets, medieval architecture, and vibrant squares. Key
highlights include:

e Stradun (Placa) — The main pedestrian street, lined with shops, cafes, and historic buildings.

e Franciscan Monastery — Home to the oldest pharmacy in Europe and a stunning 14th century cloister.
Dubrovnik Cathedral — A Baroque cathedral featuring impressive frescoes and an ornate altar.

* Rector’s Palace — A former seat of the city’s government, now a museum showcasing Dubrovnik’s history.
e Onofrio’s Fountain — A beautiful 18th century fountain located near the Stradun.

Fortress of Lovrijenac

Perched on a cliff overlooking the sea, the Lovrijenac Fortressoffers panoramic views and a glimpse into
Dubrovnik’s military past. It's a popular filming location for the “Game of Thrones” series.

Fortress of Sponza

Located near the Old Town’s harbor, the Sponza Fortressis a historic structure that once served as a customs
house and now hosts cultural events and exhibitions.

Dubrovnik Aquarium



For families, the Dubrovnik Aquariumshowcases the marine life of the Adriatic Sea. Interactive exhibits and touch
pools make it an engaging experience for all ages.

Beaches and Water Activities

Banje Beach

Banje Beach is the most famous beach in Dubrovnik, situated just outside the city walls. Its clear waters and fine
sand make it perfect for sunbathing, swimming, and snorkeling. The beach is also known for its lively atmosphere,
with beach bars and restaurants offering fresh seafood.

Lapad Peninsula

Lapad Peninsula offers a quieter beach experience with a variety of water sports, including kayaking,
paddleboarding, and sailing. The area is also home to the Dubrovnik Golf Clubfor those who enjoy a round of golf
with a sea view.

Island Hopping

Dubrovnik is a gateway to several stunning islands:

Kor xV/E b fleedwn as “Little Dubrovnik,” this island boasts a medieval town and crystal clear waters.
Mljet — Home to a national park, Mljet offers serene lakes and lush forests.

e Hvar — A vibrant island famous for its nightlife and lavender fields.

Kornati National Park — A protected area of 140 islands, perfect for sailing and kayaking.

Planning Your Itinerary: A Suggested 5 Day Plan
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