GENERAL

dk eyewitness travel guide krakow eyewitness travel guides

Published: September 17, 2026 | Index ID: #-

Introduction

When planning a trip to one of Europe’s most enchanting cities, you’ll want a guide that goes beyond the basics

and offers vivid, insider perspectives. The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide series has earned a reputation for
combining authoritative research with striking visuals, making it a trusted companion for travelers worldwide. For
those heading to the historic heart of Poland, the Krakow eyewitness travel guideprovides a  comprehensive
map of the city’s rich heritage, culinary delights, and modern vibrancy. In this article, we’ll walk you through what
makes the DK Eyewitness series a standout choice, dive deep into Krakow’s top attractions, and share practical
tips to help you make the most of your stay.

Why Choose a DK Eyewitness Travel Guide?

Founded in 1987, DK Eyewitness has built a global presence by offering travel guides that are as visually engaging
as they are informative. Their distinctive style—large, high-resolution photographs paired with concise,
well structured text—creates a reading experience that feels like a personal tour guide in your pocket. Here are a
few reasons why the DK Eyewitness Travel Guide for Krakow stands out:

« lllustrative Depth: Each page is peppered with detailed illustrations, maps, and diagrams that help you
navigate streets, monuments, and transportation networks with ease.

e Expert Insight: The guides are written by seasoned travel writers and researchers who blend historical context
with contemporary relevance.

¢ Practical Tools: From currency conversion charts to suggested itineraries, every guide is designed to save you
time and money.

* Global Perspective: Whether you're a first time visitor or a seasoned explorer, the guide offers a fresh lens on
local culture, cuisine, and hidden gems.

Overview of Krakow

Krakow, the former royal capital of Poland, is a city where medieval charm meets modern energy. Its cobblestone
streets, baroque churches, and vibrant market squares create an atmosphere that feels both timeless and alive.
The city’'s UNESCO listed historic center, with its iconic Wawel Castle and the bustling Main Market Square, draws
millions of visitors each year. Yet beyond the obvious landmarks lies a tapestry of neighborhoods—Kazimierz's
Jewish heritage, Podgorze’s industrial past, and the artistic enclave of Nowa Huta—each offering distinct narratives
and experiences.

Historical Significance

Krakow’s history stretches back over a thousand years. Founded in the 7th century, it became Poland’s capital in
1038 and remained so until 1596. The city’s resilience is evident in its architecture; after the devastating 1944
bombings, many structures were meticulously restored, preserving the city’s original character. Today, Krakow is a
living museum, where every stone tells a story of triumph, tragedy, and transformation.

Cultural Landscape

From the world famous annual Krakow Film Festival to the contemporary art scene in the MOCAK museum, the city



thrives on cultural diversity. Music, dance, and theater flourish in venues ranging from historic churches to modern
performance spaces. The city’s culinary scene—featuring pierogi, kielbasa, and local craft beers—provides a
delicious entry point into its cultural identity.

Planning Your Trip

Before you set foot in Krakow, a little preparation can go a long way. The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide offers
practical advice on the best times to visit, how to navigate the city’s public transportation, and what to pack for the
local climate.

Best Times to Visit

The city’s temperate climate means that spring (April to June) and early autumn (September to October) are ideal
for sightseeing. During these months, the weather is mild, the streets are less crowded, and the city’s gardens burst
into color. If you're a fan of winter markets, December offers a festive atmosphere with holiday lights and local crafts.

Getting There

International travelers can fly into Krakéw John Paul 1l International Airport, located just 9 km from the city center.
From the airport, the Szybka Kolej Miejska (SKM) commuter train and the bus 100shuttle provide convenient,
affordable routes to the heart of Krakow.

Language Basics

Polish is the official language, but English is widely understood in tourist areas. A few key phrases—such as “Dzie @
dobry” (Good morning) and “Dzi —Vj " (Thank you)—can go a long way in showing respect and building connections
with locals.

Must See Attractions in Krakow

The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide is packed with insider tips on how to experience Krakow's iconic sights while
avoiding the most crowded spots.

Wawel Castle

Perched on a hill overlooking the Vistula River, Wawel Castle is a symbol of Polish sovereignty. The castle complex
houses the Royal Palace, the Cathedral of Wawel, and the Crown Treasury. The guide highlights lesser known
features like the Dragon’s Den and the underground tunnels, offering a deeper exploration beyond the main
attractions.

Main Market Square (Rynek G /Owny)

As Europe’s largest medieval town square, Rynek G /Owny is a bustling hub of activity. TheKrakow eyewitness
travel guide points out the market’s iconic Cloth Hall, St. Mary’s Basilica, and the lively street performers that add
to the square’s charm. A recommended walking route includes the historic St. Florian’s Gate and the Wieliczka Salt
Mine—a UNESCO site located just outside the city.

Kazimierz — The Jewish Quarter

Once a thriving Jewish community, Kazimierz now serves as a cultural hotspot. The guide emphasizes the
significance of the Old Synagogue, the Remuh Cemetery, and the vibrant street art that reflects the area’s rebirth.
Don’t miss the Nowa Huta district for a glimpse into Poland’s industrial past.

Planty Park



Encircling the Old Town, Planty Park offers a green lung for city dwellers and visitors alike. The guide suggests a
leisurely stroll along the park’s tree lined paths, providing a quiet respite from the city’s hustle and bustle.

Cultural Experiences Beyond the Landmarks

Krakow’s cultural scene extends far beyond its historic monuments. The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide recommends
a variety of experiences that capture the city’s vibrant spirit.

Local Markets

The Stary M '—amarket, located near the Wawel Castle, offers fresh produce, artisanal cheeses, and local crafts. For
a more contemporary feel, head to the Podgérze Market, where street food stalls serve up regional specialties.

Music & Nightlife
Krakow’s nightlife is a blend of traditional taverns and modern clubs. The guide highlights the Alchemia bar in
Kazimierz for live jazz, and the Prozak 2.0 club for electronic music enthusiasts.

Art & Museums

The MOCAK museum showcases contemporary art, while the Schindler's Factorymuseum offers a sobering look
at the city’s wartime history. The guide provides a suggested itinerary that balances art, history, and relaxation.

Food & Drink in Krakow

Polish cuisine is hearty, flavorful, and deeply rooted in tradition. The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide offers a curated
list of must try dishes and local beverages.

Traditional Polish Dishes
¢ Pierogi: Dumplings filled with potato, cheese, meat, or fruit.
¢ Kielbasa: Polish sausage served with sauerkraut and mustard.
e W&V3 Sour rye soup typically served with sausage and egg.
Local Breweries

Krakow is home to a growing craft beer scene. The guide recommends visiting the Warka Brewery for a taste of
traditional Polish lagers, and the Craft Beer Bar for innovative, locally brewed ales.

Street Food

For a quick bite, head to the Podgoérze Street Food Market, where vendors offer everything from placki
ziemniaczane (potato pancakes) to zapiekanka (Polish baguette pizza).

Day Trips from Krakow

While Krakow itself offers a wealth of experiences, several nearby destinations are worth exploring for a broader
perspective on the region.

Wieliczka Salt Mine

A UNESCO World Heritage site, the salt mine features underground chapels, sculptures, and an impressive
saltwater lake. The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide suggests a full day tour that includes a guided walk through the
mine’s chambers.

Tatra Mountains



For nature lovers, the Tatra Mountains offer hiking, skiing, and breathtaking vistas. The guide recommends a day
trip to Zakopane, a mountain resort town known for its wooden architecture and traditional highlander culture.

Wroc & w

Located about 300 km from Krakow, Wroc & w is famous for its colorful market square and numerous bridges. A
two day excursion can include a guided tour of theNroc & w Cathedraénd a visit to the Ostrow Tumski island.

Practical Tips for Travelers

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable visit, the DK Eyewitness Travel Guide offers a range of practical advice tailored
to Krakow’s unique environment.

Accommodation Options

From luxury hotels in the Old Town to boutique guesthouses in Kazimierz, Krakow offers a wide array of lodging
choices. The guide highlights the Hotel Stary for its historic charm, and the Hotel Grunwald for modern amenities.

Transportation Within the City

The city’s public transportation system includes trams, buses, and the SKM commuter train. A single day ticket can
be purchased at kiosks or via the Krakow City Card, which also offers discounts on attractions.

Safety & Health

Poland is generally safe for tourists, but standard precautions—such as keeping valuables secure and staying
aware of your surroundings—are advised. The
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