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Introduction

When it comes to the world of pet reptiles, few species capture the imagination of hobbyists as vividly as the corn
snake. Renowned for its striking patterning, docile temperament, and ease of care, the corn snake has become a
staple in herpetoculture. But did you know that there is a wide spectrum of variations within this single species?
From wild type specimens that closely resemble their natural counterparts to a dazzling array of morphs bred for
color and pattern, the corn snake offers a fascinating study in genetics, aesthetics, and husbandry.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the different kinds of corn snakesthat are available to enthusiasts,
delving into their origins, physical traits, temperament, and care requirements. Whether you're a seasoned collector
or a curious beginner, understanding the nuances of these varieties will help you make informed decisions and
appreciate the beauty and diversity of this remarkable species.

1.TheWild Type Corn Snake

1.1 Origin and Natural Habitat

Wild type corn snakes are the foundation for all other varieties. They are native to the southeastern United States,
ranging from Texas to Georgia and as far north as the Appalachian foothills. In the wild, they inhabit pine barrens,
scrubby woodlands, and brushy fields, often found under rocks, logs, or in burrows.

1.2 Physical Characteristics

e Color Pattern: The wild type displays a classic “corn” pattern—dark brown or black dorsal bands separated by
lighter, cream or tan crossbands. The bands are usually rounded and blend into each other, creating a subtle,
natural look.

e Size: Adults typically reach 2.5 to 3.5 feet (75-107 /cm) in length, though some can exceed 4 feet.

e Scales: They have a smooth scale texture, with about 200-230 dorsal scale rows at midbody.

1.3 Temperament and Care

Wild type corn snakes are known for their calm demeanor and low stress levels, making them ideal for beginners.
They are non aggressive, often tolerate handling once they acclimate to their environment. Their diet consists of
appropriately sized rodents, and they thrive in a 40 to 50 °F (4.4-10 °C) cooler side of a 75 to 80 °F (23.9-26.7 °C)
enclosure, with a 10 inch (25 /cm) temperature gradient.

2. Domestic Corn Snake Varieties

Domestic corn snakes are the result of selective breeding for desirable traits such as color, pattern, or
temperament. Below, we highlight the most popular morphs.

2.1 Albino Corn Snake

Albino corn snakes carry a recessive mutation that eliminates melanin production. This results in a pale, almost
translucent body with striking pink or yellow eyes. The dorsal pattern is often reduced or replaced by a uniform light
color.



¢ Albinos are sensitive to UVB light; provide a 10,000 kHz UVB source.
e Maintain a slightly higher humidity level (50—60%) to support their delicate skin.
¢ Handle gently to avoid eye irritation.

2.2 Black Corn Snake

Black corn snakes possess a dominant melanistic mutation that darkens the entire body, often resulting in a deep
black or very dark gray appearance. Their dorsal pattern is either muted or completely absent.

* They tolerate a wide range of temperatures, but a stable environment helps reduce stress.
* Provide a dark substrate to contrast with their dark coloration.
2.3 Cinnamon Corn Snake

The cinnamon morph carries a recessive mutation that replaces the typical corn pattern with a warm, reddish-
brown hue. The bands are more muted, giving the snake a “cinnamon” look.

¢ Maintain a moderate humidity level (40-50%).
* Provide a warm basking spot (80-85 /°F / 26.7—29.4 /°C) for thermoregulation.
2.4 Orange Corn Snake

Orange corn snakes exhibit a bright, vibrant orange coloration, often with subtle banding. The orange hue can
range from a soft peach to a deep, rich orange.

e They thrive in a slightly warmer environment (80-85 /°F).
e Provide a balanced diet of rodents of appropriate size.

2.5Yellow Corn Snake
Yellow corn snakes display a bright yellow or gold body, sometimes with faint banding. This morph is popular for its

striking, almost translucent appearance.

¢ Keep humidity moderate (45-55%).
* Ensure adequate UVB lighting to support skin health.
2.6 Red Corn Snake
Red corn snakes carry a red or crimson coloration across their body, often with a faint pattern. The color can range

from a subtle pinkish hue to a bold, vivid red.

¢ Maintain a stable temperature gradient.
¢ Use a dark substrate to highlight the red coloration.

2.7 Blue Corn Snake
Blue corn snakes showcase a bluish or slate-gray hue with faint banding. The blue coloration can be subtle or

pronounced, depending on the specific breeding line.

¢ Provide a cool, shaded area to mimic their natural environment.
¢ Use UVB lighting for healthy skin.

2.8 Silver Corn Snake
Silver corn snakes have a silvery-gray coloration with faint, almost invisible banding. They are often chosen for their

understated elegance.

e Maintain a stable temperature and humidity.
* Provide a dark background to accentuate the silver sheen.



3. Hybrid and Rare Morphs

Beyond the common morphs, breeders have produced a handful of unique hybrids and rare variations that push
the limits of corn snake genetics.

3.1 Golden Corn Snake

The golden morph combines the yellow base with a golden sheen, often resulting in a warm, almost amber
coloration. These snakes are prized for their eye-catching appearance.

3.2 Emerald Corn Snake

Emerald corn snakes exhibit a striking greenish tint, usually with faint banding. Their vibrant color makes them a
standout in any collection.

3.3 Black White Corn Snake

Also known as the “black white” morph, these snakes display a stark contrast between black and white bands. The
pattern is reminiscent of a classic checkerboard.

3.4The“Wild Type” Hybrid

Some breeders aim to preserve the natural look of the wild type while introducing subtle variations in banding or
size. These hybrids retain the core characteristics of the wild type but may show slight differences in pattern
intensity or scale texture.

4. Genetics Behind Corn Snake Morphs

4.1 Mendelian Inheritance

Most corn snake morphs follow simple Mendelian genetics, with dominant and recessive alleles determining color
and pattern. For example, the albino mutation is recessive, requiring two copies of the allele for the trait to express.
In contrast, the black morph is dominant, so a single allele can produce the dark coloration.

4.2 Polygenic Traits

Some traits, such as pattern intensity or band width, are polygenic, meaning multiple genes influence the outcome.
This results in a wide spectrum of phenotypes even within a single morph.

4.3 Hybrid Vigor and Inbreeding

Breeders often cross different morphs to enhance vigor and reduce the risk of genetic defects. However, excessive
inbreeding can lead to health problems, so responsible breeding practices are essential.

5. Choosing the Right Corn Snake for You

5.1 Consider Your Experience Level

Beginners often start with wild type or cinnamon corn snakes due to their easy temperament. More experienced
keepers might opt for albino, black, or other exotic morphs for variety.

5.2 Evaluate Housing and Care Requirements

Different morphs may have slightly varied needs. For instance, albinos require UVB lighting, while black snakes are
more tolerant of lower humidity. Make sure you can meet the specific requirements of your chosen variety.

5.3 Budget and Availability



Exotic morphs often come with a higher price tag. Assess your budget and consider whether the visual appeal
justifies the cost. Additionally, availability can vary by region and breeder.

5.4 Ethical Sourcing

Choose reputable breeders who prioritize animal welfare. Avoid purchasing from sources that engage in unethical
practices, such as over breeding or poor housing conditions.

6. Care Essentials for All Corn Snakes

Regardless of the morph, certain core care guidelines apply to all corn snakes.

6.1 Enclosure Setup

e Size: Minimum 40 /x /20 /x /20 /inches (102 /x /51 /x /51 /cm) for a single adult snake.

e Substrate: Use paper towels, reptile carpet, or aspen shavings to facilitate cleaning and mimic natural ground
cover.

e Hiding Spots: Provide at least two hide boxes—one warm and one cool—to allow temperature regulation.

6.2 Temperature and Humidity

e Temperature Gradient: 75-80 /°F (23.9-26.7 /°C) on the warm side and 65-70 /°F (18.3-21.1 /°C) on the cooler
side.
¢ Humidity: 40-60% relative humidity is generally suitable for most morphs.

6.3 Lighting

e Provide a 12 hour light/dark cycle to mimic natural day length.
« Use UVB lighting for morphs requiring it, such as albinos and yellows.

6.4
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