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Devry Writing Placement Test: Your Path to Academic Success

The devry writing placement testis a pivotal assessment that determines your readiness for college level writing
courses at Devry University. Whether you're a high school graduate, a transfer student, or someone returning to
school after a hiatus, understanding this test, preparing effectively, and mastering its format can open doors to a
smoother academic journey.

Why the Devry Writing Placement Test Matters

Devry University places a high emphasis on clear, coherent, and well structured written communication. The writing
placement test serves several critical functions:

» Skill Assessment: It gauges your current writing abilities, including organization, argumentation, grammar, and
style.

e Course Placement: Results determine whether you're placed in an introductory writing course, an advanced
seminar, or a remedial class.

e Academic Success: Proper placement reduces the likelihood of course failure, helps you progress faster, and
ensures you're challenged appropriately.

e Accreditation Compliance: Devry must meet institutional quality standards; the placement test is part of that
framework.

Understanding the Test Format

The devry writing placement testis typically a timed, multiple choice exam that evaluates four core areas: thesis
development, paragraph structure, evidence integration, and grammatical accuracy. While exact questions may
vary, the format remains consistent across test administrations.

1. Thesis Development (15 minutes): Identify and analyze thesis statements within a short passage.

2. Paragraph Structure (20 minutes): Evaluate topic sentences, transitions, and coherence.

3. Evidence & Analysis (20 minutes): Match evidence to arguments and assess logical consistency.

4. Grammar & Mechanics (15 minutes): Choose the correct usage of punctuation, verb tense, and word choice.

Each section contains 10-12 multiple choice items, with a total of 40-48 questions. The test is administered online
through Devry’s Learning Management System (LMS) or via a proctored in person session at one of the campus
locations.

When and How to Take the Test

Devry offers placement testing at the start of each semester. If youre a new student, you'll receive an emalil
invitation to schedule your test. Transfer students can request a placement test through the admissions office or by
logging into their student portal.

Here’s a quick checklist:

e Check your email for the test invitation.

¢ Confirm your test date and time.

* Download any required materials or test instructions.
e Complete the test within the allotted time.



¢ Receive your results and placement recommendation within 24-48 hours.

Preparing for the Devry Writing Placement Test

Preparation is the key to success. Below are proven strategies that will help you master the test and secure your
desired course placement.

Focus on the four pillars of effective writing: thesis, organization, evidence, and mechanics. Devry provides a
Writing Skills Handbook that covers these topics in detail. Key areas to revisit include:

« Developing a clear thesis statement.

e Structuring paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting details.
 Using credible evidence to bolster arguments.

¢ Maintaining grammatical accuracy and proper punctuation.

Devry offers practice tests on its LMS. Take at least two full-length practice exams under timed conditions. Analyze
your mistakes and identify patterns. For instance, if you frequently misinterpret thesis statements, focus on that
area.

Each section is timed, so allocate your minutes wisely:

1. Spend the first 2 minutes reading the passage and locating the thesis.
2. Allocate 3—4 minutes per paragraph for structure questions.
3. Use the last 2 minutes for grammar checks.

Use a stopwatch or the built in timer on the LMS to simulate test conditions.
Devry’s test includes multiple choice items that assess word choice and sentence structure. Resources such as

English Grammar in Use by Raymond Murphy and Vocabulary for Academic Successcan help you build a robust
lexical base.

Join a study group or find a peer to review practice essays. Fresh eyes can catch errors you might miss and provide
feedback on clarity and flow.

Sample Questions and How to Approach Them
Below are representative examples of the type of questions you might encounter on the devry writing placement
test. Practicing these will sharpen your analytical skills.

Question: Which sentence best represents the thesis of the following paragraph?

“Climate change is the defining environmental crisis of our era. Its effects are far-reaching, influencing everything
from agriculture to global economies. Addressing this crisis requires coordinated international action, robust policy
frameworks, and individual responsibility.”

e A. Climate change is a crisis.

¢ B. Climate change affects agriculture.

¢ C. Addressing climate change requires international action.

» D. Climate change is the defining environmental crisis of our era.

Answer: D. The thesis is the overarching claim that sets the scope of the paragraph.
Question: Which sentence best serves as a topic sentence for the paragraph below?

Students who study consistently are more likely to retain information. Regular review sessions help solidify memory.
Additionally, spaced repetition improves long term recall. These habits also reduce test anxiety.



A. Students who study consistently are more likely to retain information.
e B. Regular review sessions help solidify memory.

C. Additionally, spaced repetition improves long term recall.

¢ D. These habits also reduce test anxiety.

Answer: A. It introduces the main idea and sets the direction for the paragraph.
Question: Which piece of evidence best supports the claim that “exercise improves mental health”?

¢ A. A survey found that 60% of participants felt happier after a workout.
e B. A study measured cortisol levels before and after exercise.

e C. A news article reported a new gym opening in the city.

D. A textbook lists exercise as a health recommendation.

Answer:B. The study provides empirical data that directly links exercise to physiological changes related to mental
health.

Question: Choose the sentence with correct punctuation.

¢ A.The team’s performance, however, was inconsistent.
e B.The team’s performance however was inconsistent.

e C.The team’s performance, however was inconsistent.
e D. The team'’s performance however, was inconsistent.

Answer: A. The phrase “however” requires commas on both sides when used as a conjunctive adverb.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even the best students stumble on certain pitfalls. Recognizing these can help you stay ahead.

* Misreading the Prompt: Always read the passage carefully before answering.

Time Misallocation: Allocate more time to difficult sections; don’t get stuck on a single question.
« Ignoring Context: The same word can have different meanings; consider the passage’s context.
» Skipping the Review: If time allows, double check your answers for simple errors.

Using the Results: What Happens Next?

After you complete the devry writing placement test, Devry’s academic advising team will analyze your score and
recommend a writing course. Here’s what typically follows:

1. Placement Decision: You'll be assigned to either an Introductory Writing course (ENG 101), an Intermediate
Writing seminar (ENG 201), or a Remedial Writing class (ENG 101R).

2. Course Registration: The recommended course will appear in your student portal. If you disagree with the
placement, you can appeal by contacting the Writing Center.

3. Support Resources: Devry offers tutoring, writing workshops, and online modules to help you improve.

Maximizing Your Writing Skills Beyond the Test

Securing the right placement is just the beginning. Devry’s curriculum encourages continuous improvement. Here
are ways to keep advancing:

Devry’'s Writing Center hosts weekly workshops covering topics such as research methodology, APA formatting,
and persuasive writing. Attendance can boost your confidence and skills.

Access the Devry Writing Labon the LMS. It offers interactive tutorials, instant feedback, and a library of exemplary
essays.



Don't hesitate to ask professors for clarification on assignment expectations or writing rubrics. Their insights can
clarify ambiguous guidelines.

As you progress through courses, compile a portfolio of your best work. This not only showcases your growth but
also helps when applying for internships or graduate programs.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

« What is the passing score for the devry writing placement test? Devry typically uses a scaled score of 50—
100, with 70+ indicating readiness for advanced courses. Exact thresholds may vary by program.

e Can | retake the test if I'm dissatisfied with my placement? Yes, you can retake the test after completing an
assigned remedial course or after a certain period, but policies differ by campus.

« Is the test available in multiple languages? The test is offered in English. Non native speakers can request
accommodations, such as extended time.

« Do | need to bring anything to the test? Bring a valid photo ID and a calculator if permitted. The LMS will
provide a test booklet if you're taking it in person.

* What if | fail the test? Failing typically places you in a remedial writing course. Completing that course
successfully will allow you to retake the placement test.

Leveraging Devry’s Support System

Devry University is committed to student success. If you feel overwhelmed by the devry writing placement testor
your subsequent course, several support avenues are available:

e Writing Center Tutoring: One on one sessions to review drafts and improve structure.
* Academic Advising: Guidance on course selection and workload management.
¢ Peer Mentoring: Connect with senior students who have successfully navigated writing courses.
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