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Cliff Notes Around the World in 80 Days: A Complete Guide for Students,
Teachers, and Book Lovers

Jules Verne’s classic adventure, Around the World in 80 Days, has been a staple of middle school curricula,

high school literature classes, and weekend reading lists for decades. The novel’s blend of suspense, exotic locales,
and a race against time makes it an engaging read, but its Victorian prose and intricate plot can be challenging for
modern readers. That's where Cliff Notescome in: concise, well structured study guides that break down the
narrative, themes, and characters into digestible sections.

This article explores the world of Cliff Notes for Around the World in 80 Days. We’'ll cover the history of Cliff Notes,
compare different editions, explain how to use them effectively, and offer study tips that help you master the novel's
plot, themes, and literary significance.

Why Cliff Notes Matter for Around the World in 80 Days

Cliff Notes were created to help students understand classic literature without losing the depth of the original text.
For a novel like Verne’s, which spans continents and involves a complex timeline, a well structured guide can:

 Clarify the plot and chronology.

Highlight key themes such as colonialism, technological progress, and human resilience.
¢ Provide character analyses that reveal motivations and development.

« Offer context about the historical period and Verne’s influences.

e Serve as a quick reference during exams, essays, and group discussions.

Whether you're a first time reader or revisiting the novel for a research project, a good Cliff Notes edition can save
time and deepen your appreciation.

The Evolution of Cliff Notes Editions

Since their first publication in the 1950s, Cliff Notes have evolved to meet changing educational needs. Below is a
timeline of key editions that have shaped how students study Around the World in 80 Days.

1950s: The Original Cliff Notes

John Cliffs, a former English teacher, launched the first series of Cliff Notes in 1954. The original edition for Verne’s
novel was concise, focusing on plot summaries and basic character descriptions. It was designed for high school
students who needed a quick reference before exams.

1980s: Expanded Analysis

The 1980s saw an expansion in the depth of analysis. Editions began to include thematic essays, historical context,
and critical perspectives. These guides were often used in college introductory literature courses.

2000s: Digital Integration

With the rise of e books and online learning platforms, Cliff Notes began offering digital versions. Interactive features
such as clickable indexes, audio summaries, and downloadable worksheets made the guides more engaging for



tech savvy students.

2010s: Multimedia and Accessibility

Modern editions incorporate multimedia elements—video clips of film adaptations, interactive maps of the journey,
and accessibility options like screen reader compatibility. These features help students visualize the globe spanning
adventure and connect it to contemporary contexts.

Comparing Popular Cliff Notes Editions

Choosing the right edition depends on your learning style, the depth of analysis you need, and your budget. Below
is a comparison of three widely used Cliff Notes editions for Around the World in 80 Days.

1. Cliff Notes Classic Edition (Print)

Pros:

» Compact size, easy to carry.
 Clear, straightforward language.
 Includes a concise plot summary and character list.

cons:

e Lacks in depth thematic analysis.
¢ No multimedia components.

2. Cliff Notes Digital Edition (eBook)

Pros:

e Searchable text and hyperlinked references.
« Embedded audio narration of key passages.
* Interactive timeline of the protagonist’s journey.

Cons:

¢ Requires an e reader or compatible device.
e Some users prefer a physical copy for note taking.

3. Cliff Notes Study Guide with Workbook (Print + PDF)

Pros:

¢ Includes a companion workbook with questions, essay prompts, and discussion guides.
« Offers a deeper literary analysis and critical essays.
e Features a printable PDF for classroom use.

Cons:

 Higher price point.
 Larger size, less portable.

How to Use Cliff Notes Effectively

Merely owning a Cliff Notes edition isn’t enough. To get the most out of it, follow these structured steps:

Step 1: Read the Novel First

Cliff Notes are designed to supplement, not replace, the original text. Read the novel at least once to get a feel for



the narrative voice and pacing. This will help you understand why certain events are highlighted in the guide.

Step 2: Skim the CIiff Notes for Overview

Start by skimming the plot summary to refresh your memory. Pay attention to the timeline of the journey—this
will clarify the sequence of events and locations.

Step 3: Dive Into Character Analysis

Use the character list and analysis sections to explore motivations, relationships, and development arcs. Compare
these insights with your own observations from the novel.

Step 4: Study Themes and Context

Read the thematic essays and historical context sections to gain a deeper understanding of Verne’s commentary
on colonialism, technology, and human ambition. Note how these themes relate to the plot.

Step 5: Engage with Supplemental Materials

Take advantage of any maps, timelines, or multimedia resources. Visual aids can help you remember the
geographic scope and the cultural nuances of each setting.

Step 6: Practice Critical Thinking

Answer the essay prompts, discussion questions, or workbook exercises. These activities force you to synthesize
information and articulate your own interpretations.

Key Themes in Around the World in 80 Days

Cliff Notes often highlight the novel's central themes. Below are the most prominent, with brief explanations and
how they connect to the plot.

1. Colonialism and Cultural Encounter

Verne’s journey takes Phileas Fogg through British colonies, French territories, and the Ottoman Empire. The novel
examines the colonial gaze and the complexities of cross cultural interactions. Cliff Notes often discuss how Fogg'’s
privileged position influences his treatment of others.

2.Technological Innovation vs. Human Determination

The race against time showcases the era’s technological marvels—steamships, railways, telegraphs—yet the novel
also emphasizes human ingenuity and perseverance. Cliff Notes analyze how Fogg’s methodical planning contrasts
with the unpredictable challenges he faces.

3.The Passage of Time and Modernity

Time is both a literal and symbolic element. The 80 day deadline underscores humanity’s desire to control time,
while the novel’s rapid global connectivity foreshadows the modern world. Cliff Notes often discuss the novel's
commentary on the speed of change.

4. Social Class and Mobility

Phileas Fogg’s upper class status and the diverse cast of characters—from the loyal servant Passepartout to the
daring Lady Mary. The novel examines how social class shapes opportunities and perceptions. Cliff Notes provide
insights into character dynamics and class commentary.

Character Spotlight: Phileas Fogg and Passepartout



Cliff Notes dedicate substantial space to the two central figures, offering nuanced views of their personalities and
growth.

Phileas Fogg

Fogg is portrayed as a stoic, meticulous, and almost robotic figure. Cliff Notes emphasize his adherence to
schedules, his calm demeanor under pressure, and his unwavering commitment to the wager. The guide also
discusses his moral ambiguity—while he is courteous, his detachment can be perceived as aloofness.

Passepartout

Passepartout is the quintessential sidekick, providing warmth, humor, and practicality. Cliff Notes highlight his
resourcefulness, loyalty, and cultural adaptability. The dynamic between Fogg and Passepartout exemplifies the
novel’s exploration of friendship across class lines.

Using CIiff Notes for Exam Preparation

Teachers often assign Cliff Notes to help students focus on critical elements. Here's how to leverage them for
exams:

1. Identify Key Questions

Cliff Notes typically list potential exam questions. Review these and practice answering them in full sentences.

2. Create Flashcards

Use the character list and theme summaries to make flashcards. This technique reinforces memory through active
recall.

3. Map the Journey

Draw a map of the 80 day route, labeling key events and dates. Visualizing the path helps you remember the
sequence of challenges.

4. Practice Essay Writing

Use the essay prompts to write timed responses. Focus on thesis development, evidence from the text, and clear
conclusions.

Integrating Cliff Notes into Classroom Discussions

Teachers can use CIiff Notes to structure discussions and group activities.

1. Thematic Debates

Assign students to argue different perspectives on colonialism or technological progress, using evidence from the
guide.

2. Character Role Play

Students can act out scenes based on the character analyses, deepening empathy and understanding.

3. Comparative Studies

Compare Verne’s portrayal of global travel with contemporary works like The World Is Flat. Cliff Notes provide a
solid foundation for such comparisons.

Beyond CIiff Notes: Other Useful Resources



While CIiff Notes are invaluable, supplementing them with additional resources can enrich your study.

1. SparkNotes

SparkNotes offers similar summaries but with a slightly different focus on literary devices.

2. Shmoop

Shmoop provides in depth analyses and humorous commentary that can help younger readers engage.

3. Project Gutenberg

Access the original text for free, allowing you to cross reference with the guide.

4. Online Forums and Study Groups

Platforms like Reddit’s r/lit or Discord study servers can offer peer insights and discussion prompts.

Practical Tips for Using Cliff Notes in Digital Form

Digital Cliff Notes bring convenience, but they also require specific strategies.

1. Bookmark Key Sections

Use the e reader’'s bookmarking feature to save the plot summary, character list, and thematic essays.

2. Highlight and Annotate

Many e readers allow you to highlight text and add notes. Use this to jot down personal observations or questions.

3. Sync Across Devices

If you study on multiple devices, enable cloud syncing so your notes and bookmarks remain consistent.

4. Utilize Search Functions

Search for specific terms like “colonialism” or “telegraph” to quickly find relevant sections.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even seasoned students can fall into pitfalls when using Cliff Notes. Here are some common mistakes and how to
avoid them.

1. Over Reliance on Summaries
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