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Introduction

Painting miniatures is a craft that blends artistic skill with a passion for gaming and storytelling. For many hobbyists,
the Citadel miniatures painting guideis a trusted resource that helps them bring their armies to life on the
tabletop. Whether you're a rookie who has just unboxed your first Citadel set or an experienced painter looking to
refine your technique, this guide will walk you through every step—from selecting the right tools to mastering
advanced weathering effects.

Citadel, the paint brand owned by Games Workshop, is renowned for its high-quality colors, extensive range, and
the seamless integration with the Warhammer and Horus Heresy universes. By following the principles laid out in
this guide, you'll learn how to use Citadel paints to create realistic, vibrant, and battle-ready miniatures that will
impress your friends and stand out in tournaments.

Understanding Citadel Miniatures

What Makes Citadel Paints Stand Out?

Citadel paints are formulated with a high pigment concentration, giving them excellent coverage and a rich, opaque
finish. They are available in a wide spectrum of colors, from deep, saturated hues to subtle pastels, allowing
painters to craft highly detailed scenes. The brand’s proprietary “Citadel Color Wheel” helps hobbyists mix custom
shades that match the lore and aesthetic of their factions.

Categories of Citadel Paints

* Basecoats — These are the foundation colors that set the overall tone of the miniature.

* Midtones — Used to add depth and transition between the basecoat and highlights.

Highlights — Bright, translucent layers that bring out the edges and give a realistic light source.
e Shadows — Darker shades that provide contrast and realism.

Special Effects — Includes glosses, metallics, and weathering powders.

Understanding these categories helps you plan your painting strategy and ensures you use the right color at the
right time.

Essential Tools and Materials

Brushes: The Artist’s Extension

Invest in a set of high-quality sable or synthetic brushes. Citadel recommends the Citadel 5 /mm Sabldor detalil
work and the Citadel 10 /mm Sabl&or larger surface areas. Keep your brushes clean and replace them when the
hair becomes frayed.

Paints and Varnish

While Citadel paints are the core of your palette, you'll also need a clear varnish to protect your finished
miniatures. The Citadel Gloss Varnish adds a subtle sheen, whereas the Citadel Matte Varnishis ideal for a
more subdued finish.



Other Essentials

e Primer (Citadel Primer or a generic acrylic primer)

e Water or paint thinner for cleaning brushes

» Palette for mixing colors

¢ Masking tape or stencils for clean edges

¢ Gloves to protect your hands from paint fumes and drying out
¢ Magnifying glass or a 10x magnifier for intricate detail work

Preparing Your Miniature

Cleaning and Trimming

Before painting, remove any excess plastic or mold lines with a hobby knife or a pair of sharp scissors. Use a small
brush or a cotton swab to clean dust and debris from the miniature’s crevices. A clean surface ensures better paint
adhesion.

Priming: The Foundation

Priming is vital for color consistency and paint durability. Apply a thin, even coat of primer, covering all surfaces,
including recessed areas. Citadel offers a range of primers, such as Citadel Primer —White for lighter miniatures
and Citadel Primer — Black for darker models. Allow the primer to dry completely before proceeding.

Painting Techniques

Basecoating: Establishing the Color Base

Start with the basecoat, covering the majority of the miniature. Use a larger brush to apply a uniform layer, ensuring
you don'’t leave any bare spots. For complex models, use a brush and a small spongeto apply the basecoat
evenly, especially in hard-to-reach areas.

Layering: Adding Depth and Texture

After the basecoat dries, apply a midtone to add depth. Use a slightly smaller brush to focus on the recessed areas
and create a sense of volume. Layering allows you to build up color gradually, giving a more natural look compared
to a single thick coat.

Shading: Creating Realistic Light and Shadow

Shadows add realism and make the miniature pop. Use a darker shade of the basecoat or a dedicated shadow
color. Apply the shadow with a small, fine brush, concentrating on the edges, undercuts, and crevices. Blend the
shadow into the midtone with a clean, dry brush to avoid harsh lines.

Highlights: Bringing Light to Life

Highlights are the brightest part of your miniature, catching the eye. Use a translucent or semi-transparent highlight
color. Carefully apply it to the raised edges, such as armor ridges or weapon blades. A gentle touch is key—too
much can make the highlight look artificial.

Advanced Techniques

Weathering: Adding Age and Wear

Weathering gives your miniature a battle-worn appearance. Use Citadel's Weathering Powder or Citadel Dustfor
realistic effects. Lightly dust the miniature with the powder, then rinse off the excess. This technique adds subtle,



gritty texture that mimics real-world wear.

Glazing: Enhancing Color Depth

Glazing is a transparent layer applied over a dry basecoat to deepen the color and add richness. Mix a small
amount of a translucent color with water, apply it with a soft brush, and let it dry. The glaze will slightly darken the
basecoat while maintaining the underlying detail.

Special Effects: Metallics, Glows, and More

Citadel offers a variety of special effects paints, such as Citadel Metallics and Citadel Glow. These paints can be
used for armor, weapons, or psychic effects. Apply them sparingly to avoid overpowering the miniature’s overall
aesthetic.

Common Mistakes and Troubleshooting

Overpainting: When Too Many Layers Cause Stuck Paint

Applying too many layers too quickly can cause paint to stick together, creating a dull finish. To prevent this, allow
each layer to dry completely before adding the next. If paint does become stuck, use a gentle brush or a small
amount of water to separate the layers.

Color Inconsistency: Matching Shades Across Miniatures

When painting a group, it's easy for colors to vary slightly. Mix your colors on a palette and keep a small sample of
each shade. Reapply the same mix to each miniature to maintain consistency.

Uneven Coverage: The Problem of Brush Strokes

Uneven strokes can be mitigated by using a steady hand and a clean brush. Practice on a spare miniature to refine
your technigue before working on the final piece.

Maintaining Your Paints and Brushes

Cleaning Brushes

After each painting session, rinse your brushes thoroughly with water or a dedicated brush cleaner. Gently
massage the bristles to remove paint residue, then lay them flat to dry. Proper maintenance extends brush life and
keeps your strokes crisp.

Storing Paints

Keep your Citadel paints in a cool, dry place. If you have a large collection, consider a small storage box or a set of
labeled jars to prevent mixing and to keep the colors fresh.

Resources and Community

Official Citadel Guides and Tutorials

Games Workshop offers a wealth of tutorials on their website, covering everything from basic painting to advanced
techniques. These videos often feature professional painters demonstrating step-by-step processes.

Online Forums and Social Media

Platforms like Warhammer Community Forums, Reddit’s r/miniatures, and Discord painting communitiesare
great places to ask questions, share progress, and get feedback.



Books and Print Guides

Consider investing in print guides such as “The Complete Guide to Miniature Painting” by Paul C. McGowan or
“Miniature Painting for Dummies.” These books often include color charts, step-by-step instructions, and
troubleshooting tips.

Conclusion

Mastering the art of miniature painting with Citadel paints is a rewarding journey that combines technical skill,
artistic vision, and a passion for storytelling. By understanding the fundamentals—preparation, basecoating,
layering, shading, and highlighting—you’ll create miniatures that not only look stunning but also stand the test of
time on the battlefield.

Remember to keep your tools in good condition, stay patient with each step, and most importantly, enjoy the
process. With practice and the right guidance, you'll soon be painting miniatures that command attention in any
game, tournament, or display. Happy painting!
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