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Introduction

Coin collectors have long prized the subtle differences that set one piece apart from another. Among these 

nuances, die varieties—tiny variations in the design that arise during the minting process—are some of the most 

coveted. For those who wish to cherry �pick the finest examples, the Cherrypickers Guide to Rare Die Varieties of 

United States Coins: An Official Whitman Guidebookis the definitive resource. This article explores why die

varieties matter, how the guidebook helps collectors spot them, and practical strategies for adding these gems to

your collection.

What Is a Die Variety?

A die is the engraved metal plate that stamps the design onto a coin. When a mint’s machinery or tooling changes 

slightly—whether by wear, a new die set, or an accidental alteration—a die varietyis produced. These differences

can be subtle, such as a missing dot on a denomination, a slightly altered facial expression, or a minor shift in

lettering. While most die varieties are common and unremarkable, a few become extremely rare and highly sought

after.

Types of Die Varieties

•  Common Die Varieties – Occur frequently and are often seen in large numbers.

•  Uncommon Die Varieties – Appear less often but are still relatively accessible.

•  Rare Die Varieties – Extremely limited in production, sometimes only a handful exist.

History of US Die Varieties

From the early 19th century to the present, the U.S. Mint has produced coins with a rich tapestry of die variations.

The introduction of new technologies—such as the 1894–1896 “mint mark” changes, the 1944–1945 “copper” and

“nickel” varieties, and the 2009 “copper �plated” re �issues—has given collectors a treasure trove of possibilities. Each

era offers distinct challenges and opportunities for identification.

Key Milestones

1.  1835–1839: Early Mint Marks – The first use of mint marks (P, D, S) introduced subtle differences.

2.  1893–1894: The “Old Style” vs. “New Style” Designs – A redesign of the Lincoln cent led to multiple die 

variations.

3.  1944–1945: Wartime Nickel and Silver Varieties – Wartime shortages created unique die anomalies.

4.  2009–Present: Modern Re �issues – Digital minting and re �issues bring new die variety challenges.

The Whitman Guidebook Overview

The Cherrypickers Guide to Rare Die Varieties of United States Coinsis published by Whitman Publishing, a

respected authority in coin collecting literature. This guidebook is specifically designed for collectors who want to

identify and acquire the most valuable die varieties across a broad range of U.S. coinage.



What Makes This Guide Stand Out?

•  Official Endorsement – Recognized by the American Numismatic Association (ANA) as a trusted reference.

•  Comprehensive Coverage – Includes over 500 die varieties from 1792 to the present.

•  High �Resolution Images – Each variety is accompanied by clear, close �up photographs.

•  Authentication Tips – Practical advice on verifying authenticity and spotting fakes.

•  Collector’s Glossary – Defines technical terms for both novices and seasoned collectors.

How to Use the Guidebook Effectively

While the guidebook is a treasure trove of information, it’s most useful when approached methodically. Below is a

step �by �step guide to maximizing its value.

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Layout

Each chapter begins with a brief historical context, followed by a table of die varieties, images, and key identifying

features. Pay attention to the “Notes” column, which often contains crucial details like mint location, year range, and

known counterfeits.

2. Create a Personal Reference Sheet

As you review each variety, jot down notes on a separate sheet. Highlight the die’s distinguishing marks, the typical

grade range where it appears, and any known market value. This personal log will become an invaluable reference

over time.

3. Cross �Reference with Other Resources

While the Whitman guide is authoritative, corroborate its information with other reputable sources such as the 

ANA’s Coin Collector’s Handbook, online auction archives, and professional grading services. Cross �checking

reduces the risk of misidentification.

4. Practice with Sample Coins

Purchase a few coins from reputable dealers that are claimed to contain the varieties you’re studying. Use a loupe

or microscope to examine the die details, comparing them directly with the guidebook images.

Common Rare Die Varieties Covered

Below are a few of the most sought �after die varieties highlighted in the Whitman guide, along with a brief

description and why they command premium prices.

1. 1944–1945 “C” Nickel Variety

This variety features a missing “C” on the reverse of the nickel, a result of a misalignment during the minting

process. Only a handful of examples exist in high grade, making them extremely valuable.

2. 1893–1894 “Old Style” Lincoln Cent

During the transition to the new Lincoln design, a few cents retained the older “Old Style” mint mark. These coins

are rare, especially in uncirculated condition.

3. 2009 “Copper �Plated” 5 �Cent Variety

The 2009 re �issue of the five �cent coin introduced a copper �plated die that caused a subtle color shift on the reverse.

Collectors prize this variety for its modern rarity.

4. 1980 “Uncirculated” Quarter “B” Die



A unique “B” mint mark appears on a small number of uncirculated quarters, a result of a temporary die change.

These are highly coveted by quarter enthusiasts.

Cherry �Picking Strategies

“Cherry �picking” refers to the deliberate selection of the most desirable die varieties rather than collecting coins

randomly. This approach requires a clear strategy and disciplined research.

1. Set Clear Objectives

Decide whether you’re focusing on a specific coin series (e.g., quarters), a particular era (e.g., 1940s), or a

combination of both. Narrowing your focus makes the search more manageable.

2. Use Auction Data

Analyze recent auction results for the varieties you’re targeting. Pay attention to the prices achieved, the grades of

the coins, and any patterns in the data. This will help you gauge market demand and set realistic budgets.

3. Network with Other Collectors

Join numismatic clubs, online forums, and social media groups dedicated to U.S. coin collecting. Sharing

information and experiences can uncover hidden gems and provide insider tips.

4. Verify Provenance

Always request provenance documentation, especially for high �value varieties. A clear chain of ownership increases

confidence in authenticity.

5. Consider Professional Grading

Having a coin graded by a reputable service (e.g., PCGS, NGC) can significantly boost its market value. Graded

coins also provide an independent verification of the die variety.

Tips for Authenticating Die Varieties

Authenticity is paramount when dealing with rare die varieties. Below are practical steps to ensure your coins are

genuine.

1. Inspect the Die Marks

Use a high �magnification loupe or microscope to scrutinize the die marks. Look for inconsistencies in line thickness,

spacing, and detail that are characteristic of the variety.

2. Check the Mint Mark

Verify the mint mark on the coin matches the one documented in the guidebook for the particular variety. A

mismatch can indicate a counterfeit.

3. Evaluate the Coin’s Condition

Die varieties are often most valuable in high grades. Assess the coin’s overall condition—surface wear, edge

condition, and overall luster—to determine its grading potential.

4. Compare with Certified Images

Cross �reference your coin with the high �resolution images in the Whitman guide. Pay close attention to subtle

differences that may not be immediately apparent.



5. Consult a Professional Appraiser

If you’re uncertain, seek an appraisal from a certified numismatist. Their expertise can provide definitive

confirmation.

Building a Collection Around Rare Die Varieties

Assembling a collection of rare die varieties is both a passion and a strategic endeavor. Here’s how to structure

your collection for maximum value and enjoyment.

1. Start with a Core Theme

Choose a core theme—such as the “1940s wartime varieties” or “modern re �issues”—to give your collection focus

and coherence.

2. Acquire High �Grade Examples

Prioritize high �grade specimens, as they command higher prices and provide better long �term value. Use the

guidebook’s grading notes to identify the optimal condition.

3. Diversify Within Your Theme

While maintaining a central theme, include a variety of denominations and mint marks. This diversification reduces

risk and broadens appeal.

4. Document Every Acquisition

Maintain a detailed log for each coin: purchase price, dealer, date, provenance, and any grading or authentication

documents. This record-keeping is invaluable for future resale or insurance purposes.

5. Protect Your Collection

Store coins in a climate �controlled environment, using anti �static holders and archival sleeves. Proper care preserves

condition and value.

Where to Find Rare Die Varieties

Locating rare die varieties requires both persistence and a network of reliable sources. Below are the most

common avenues for sourcing these coins.

1. Auction Houses

Major auction houses like Heritage Auctions, Stack's Bowers, and Great Collections regularly feature rare die

varieties. Monitoring their catalogs can yield opportunities.

2. Reputable Coin Dealers

Established dealers with a solid reputation for authenticity are often the best source for high �quality coins. Verify

their credentials and ask for provenance.

3. Online Marketplaces

Platforms such as eBay, Heritage Auctions’ online portal, and specialized numismatic forums can offer competitive

prices. Exercise caution and use buyer protection tools.

4. Numismatic Shows and Conventions

Attending shows like the American Numismatic Association’s annual convention allows you to inspect coins

firsthand and negotiate directly with sellers.



5. Private Sales and Estate Auctions

Estate sales often contain hidden treasures. Keep an eye on local listings and estate auction announcements for

potential finds.

Conclusion

The Cherrypickers Guide to Rare Die Varieties of United States Coins: An Official Whitman Guidebook is more

than a reference—it's a roadmap to the hidden gems of U.S. coinage. By understanding die varieties, leveraging the

guide’s comprehensive data, and employing disciplined cherry �picking strategies, collectors can build a collection

that is both personally rewarding and potentially lucrative. Whether you’re
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