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Discover the Secrets of Animation with Eric Goldberg’s Character 
Animation Crash Course

Are you a budding animator looking to break into the world of character animation? Or perhaps you’re a seasoned 

professional seeking a refresher on the fundamentals that have shaped the industry? Whatever your background, 

Eric Goldberg’s character animation crash courseoffers a comprehensive, hands �on journey through the core

principles that bring animated characters to life. In this article, we’ll explore the course’s structure, highlight key

takeaways, and show how it can elevate your animation skills to the next level.

Why Eric Goldberg?

Eric Goldberg is not just a name—he’s a legend in the animation world. With a career spanning over four decades, 

Goldberg has contributed to iconic films such as Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, and Hercules. His expertise lies in

character animation, and he’s known for his unique blend of classic Disney techniques and modern storytelling. By

studying under his guidance, you gain access to:

•  Decades of real �world experience

•  Proven techniques used in blockbuster productions

•  A mentor who has worked with the best in the business

His crash course distills this wealth of knowledge into digestible lessons, making it an invaluable resource for

animators at all levels.

Course Overview: What You’ll Learn

The character animation crash course is structured to guide you from foundational concepts to advanced

techniques. Below is a high �level breakdown of the modules you can expect:

Module 1: The Foundations of Animation

Before diving into character work, you’ll revisit the 12 principles of animation—weight, squash &amp; stretch,

anticipation, staging, and more. These principles form the backbone of all successful animation projects.

Module 2: Character Design and Personality

Learn how to craft characters that resonate with audiences. This segment covers silhouette design, personality

traits, and the importance of visual storytelling.

Module 3: Motion and Timing

Explore the nuances of timing, spacing, and rhythm. Understand how to make characters feel alive by mastering

the flow of movement.

Module 4: Acting in Animation

Animation is essentially acting. This module teaches you how to imbue characters with emotion, intent, and subtlety.

Module 5: Practical Projects and Feedback



Apply what you’ve learned through guided projects. Receive constructive critiques from Goldberg himself, ensuring

you refine your technique.

Deep Dive into Key Concepts

The 12 Principles: A Quick Refresher

While the course covers these principles in detail, here’s a concise recap to keep them fresh in your mind:

1.  Squash &amp; Stretch – Adds flexibility and weight.

2.  Anticipation – Prepares the audience for an action.

3.  Staging – Highlights the most important aspects of a scene.

4.  Straight Ahead Action &amp; Pose to Pose – Two contrasting approaches to animation.

5.  Follow Through &amp; Overlap – Adds realism to motion.

6.  Slow In &amp; Slow Out – Creates natural acceleration and deceleration.

7.  Arc – Ensures smooth, natural motion paths.

8.  Secondary Action – Enhances the main action.

9.  Timing – Determines the speed of the animation.

10.  Exaggeration – Makes actions more dramatic.

11.  Solid Drawing – Gives characters depth and weight.

12.  Appeal – Creates a captivating character design.

Character Design: From Sketch to Personality

Goldberg emphasizes that a character’s design should communicate its personality instantly. He encourages

animators to experiment with:

•  Silhouette variations to test recognizability

•  Color palettes that reflect mood and backstory

•  Exaggerated features that enhance expressiveness

Through case studies, you’ll see how subtle changes can dramatically alter audience perception.

Motion Mastery: Timing, Spacing, and Rhythm

Mastering motion is about more than just drawing frames. Goldberg teaches you how to:

•  Use keyframes to define essential poses

•  Adjust spacing to convey weight and intent

•  Apply rhythm to match the narrative beat

These skills ensure your characters move believably, whether they’re dancing, fighting, or simply walking down a

street.

Animating Emotion: Acting Techniques

Animation is storytelling, and emotion is its core. The crash course dives deep into:

•  Facial expressions that convey subtle feelings

•  Body language that reflects inner states

•  Timing cues that emphasize emotional beats

Through practical exercises, you’ll learn to make your characters feel real and relatable.

Practical Projects: Putting Theory into Practice



One of the standout features of the course is its focus on hands �on projects. Each module concludes with a short

assignment that reinforces the concepts covered. For example:

•  Module 3 Project: Animate a character’s walk cycle, paying close attention to timing and weight.

•  Module 5 Project: Create a short 10 �second animation that tells a complete story, incorporating all principles.

After submitting your work, you receive personalized feedback from Goldberg, ensuring you understand what

worked and where improvement is needed.

Learning Format and Accessibility

The character animation crash course is delivered through a mix of video lessons, downloadable resources, and

interactive quizzes. Here’s what you’ll get:

•  High �quality video tutorials that break down complex techniques

•  Step �by �step guides and reference sheets

•  Access to a private community of fellow students

•  Live Q&A sessions with Eric Goldberg (optional)

Whether you prefer self �paced learning or live interaction, the course adapts to your style.

Why a Crash Course Works

Traditional animation education can be lengthy and theoretical. A crash course offers:

1.  Focused Learning: Concentrates on the essentials, eliminating unnecessary fluff.

2.  Immediate Application: Projects let you practice right away.

3.  Expert Guidance: Direct feedback from a seasoned professional.

4.  Time Efficiency: Complete the core curriculum in a fraction of the time.

For animators who want to jumpstart their career or refresh their skills, this format is ideal.

Success Stories: Students Who Transformed Their Careers

Here are a few testimonials from individuals who completed the course:

Case Study 1: Maya, Freelance Animator

“Before the crash course, I struggled with character timing. After completing the modules, I landed a freelance gig

with a major studio. Goldberg’s insights on pacing made all the difference.”

Case Study 2: Daniel, 2D Animator

“The hands �on projects were the best part. I could see the immediate impact of each principle on my work. I now

feel confident tackling complex scenes.”

Case Study 3: Priya, Animation Teacher

“I used the course material to revamp my curriculum. The clear structure and practical focus helped my students

grasp animation fundamentals faster.”

How to Get Started

Ready to dive into the world of character animation? Follow these simple steps:

1.  Sign Up: Visit the official course website and create an account.



2.  Choose Your Path: Select the full course or a specific module that matches your needs.

3.  Set a Schedule: Allocate regular time slots for lessons and practice.

4.  Engage with the Community: Join forums, share progress, and learn from peers.

5.  Apply What You Learn: Complete projects and seek feedback.

With dedication, the character animation crash course can transform your approach to animation, giving you the

tools to create compelling, expressive characters.

SEO Tips for Animators: Leveraging the Course in Your Portfolio

Once you’ve mastered the techniques, it’s essential to showcase your work effectively. Here are some SEO �friendly

strategies:

•  Use Descriptive Titles: Include keywords like “character animation” and “Eric Goldberg” when naming files.

•  Optimize Portfolio Pages: Write concise, keyword �rich descriptions for each animation.

•  Leverage Video Platforms: Upload short clips to YouTube with tags such as “character animation crash 

course” and “animation fundamentals.”

•  Build Backlinks: Share your work on animation forums, blogs, and social media to attract quality links.

•  Track Performance: Use analytics to see which pieces resonate most with viewers.

By combining skillful animation with smart SEO practices, you can attract employers, clients, and a wider audience.

Common Questions About the Course

Is prior animation experience required?

No. The course starts with foundational concepts, making it suitable for beginners while still offering depth for

advanced animators.

Can I access the materials on mobile?

Yes. The platform is responsive, allowing you to learn on tablets, phones, or desktop computers.

What software is recommended?

The lessons are compatible with standard 2D animation tools like Adobe Animate, Toon Boom Harmony, and

open �source alternatives such as Synfig Studio.

Do I receive a certificate?

Upon completion, you’ll receive a certificate of achievement that you can add to your portfolio or resume.

Conclusion

Eric Goldberg’s character animation crash course is more than just a series of tutorials—it’s a masterclass in

storytelling through movement. By blending classic Disney techniques with modern animation practices, the course

equips you with the skills to create characters that resonate, move, and feel alive. Whether you’re just starting out

or looking to refine your craft, this crash course offers a focused, practical path to mastery.

Take the leap, enroll today, and unlock the potential of your animation projects. Your next masterpiece is just a few

lessons away.
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