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Introduction

When it comes to maintaining heavy machinery, one of the most critical components that keeps a Caterpillar (CAT)

engine running smoothly is its thermostat. The thermostat regulates the engine’s operating temperature, ensuring

optimal performance and preventing overheating or excessive cooling. For owners and technicians who work with

CAT engines, knowing the exact location of the thermostat is essential for routine maintenance, troubleshooting,

and emergency repairs. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the thermostat’s role, its typical placement

on Caterpillar engines, how to locate it in various engine models, and practical tips for inspection and replacement.

Understanding the Role of a Thermostat in CAT Engines

A thermostat in an internal combustion engine is a temperature-sensitive valve that controls the flow of coolant

between the engine block and the radiator. In a Caterpillar engine, the thermostat must maintain a narrow

temperature band—typically between 195°F and 220°F—to provide efficient combustion, reduce fuel consumption,

and extend component life.

•  Temperature Regulation: The thermostat opens when the coolant reaches the set temperature, allowing hot 

fluid to circulate to the radiator.

•  Fuel Efficiency: By maintaining a stable temperature, the engine runs more efficiently, reducing fuel usage 

and emissions.

•  Component Protection: Prevents overheating that could damage pistons, cylinder heads, and seals.

•  Emissions Control: Consistent operating temperatures help the catalytic converter function optimally, lowering 

harmful exhaust gases.

Common Locations of the Thermostat on Caterpillar Engines

While the exact placement can vary between different Caterpillar engine series, the thermostat is usually found in

one of three primary locations: the upper radiator hose, the lower radiator hose, or the coolant reservoir. Below is

an overview of the most common positions based on engine type.

Upper Radiator Hose

In many CAT engines—especially the 5.0L and 6.2L inline �four engines—the thermostat is housed in the upper

radiator hose. This location allows the thermostat to sit directly in the path of coolant flow before it reaches the

radiator, making it easier for the thermostat to sense the coolant temperature and open or close accordingly.

Lower Radiator Hose

For larger engines like the 8.0L V �8 or the 12.5L V �12, the thermostat is often situated in the lower radiator hose.

This placement can help manage higher coolant volumes and provides better access for maintenance in the engine

bay.

Coolant Reservoir (or Expansion Tank)

Some newer Caterpillar models, particularly those with advanced cooling systems, place the thermostat inside the

coolant reservoir or expansion tank. This configuration is designed to reduce the number of external fittings and



simplify the coolant circuit, though it may require a bit more effort to locate during maintenance.

Locating the Thermostat on Specific CAT Engine Models

Below are step �by �step instructions for finding the thermostat on a selection of popular Caterpillar engines. Always

consult the specific engine’s service manual for the most accurate information.

Caterpillar 5.0L Inline �Four (C5.0)

1.  Open the engine hood and locate the radiator on the front of the vehicle or equipment.

2.  Follow the upper radiator hose from the radiator to the engine block.

3.  Look for a small, cylindrical housing attached to the hose—this is the thermostat.

4.  There will typically be a hose clamp or a set screw securing the thermostat housing.

Caterpillar 6.2L Inline �Four (C6.2)

1.  Open the hood and locate the coolant reservoir, usually situated near the rear of the engine bay.

2.  Inspect the lower radiator hose; the thermostat housing should be located at the junction between the hose 

and the radiator.

3.  Check for a rubber gasket or metal bracket that indicates the thermostat’s position.

Caterpillar 8.0L V �8 (C8.0)

1.  Locate the radiator and follow the lower radiator hose toward the engine block.

2.  The thermostat housing will be mounted on the lower side of the hose, often with a quick �release clamp.

3.  Verify the thermostat’s temperature rating by checking the label on the housing.

Caterpillar 12.5L V �12 (C12.5)

1.  Open the engine hood and locate the coolant reservoir or expansion tank.

2.  Follow the coolant lines from the reservoir to the radiator; the thermostat will be situated in the upper hose 

near the radiator.

3.  Check for a mounting bracket or hose clamp that secures the thermostat housing.

Tools and Materials Needed for Thermostat Inspection

Before you start the inspection or replacement process, gather the following tools and materials to ensure a smooth

operation:

•  Socket set (including 10mm and 12mm sockets)

•  Torque wrench

•  Coolant (Caterpillar �approved type)

•  Thermostat gasket or sealant

•  Coolant drain pan

•  New thermostat (matching the engine’s temperature rating)

•  Coolant temperature gauge (optional but helpful)

•  Safety gloves and eye protection

Step �by �Step Thermostat Replacement Procedure

Replacing a thermostat on a Caterpillar engine is a straightforward task if you follow these steps carefully. Always

refer to the engine’s service manual for torque specifications and safety precautions.

Preparation



1.  Cool the Engine: Ensure the engine is completely cool before starting. A hot engine can cause burns and 

damage.

2.  Drain the Coolant: Place a drain pan under the radiator drain plug and remove the plug to drain the coolant 

into the pan.

3.  Disconnect the Battery: For safety, disconnect the negative battery terminal.

Removing the Old Thermostat

1.  Locate the Thermostat Housing: Follow the coolant lines to the thermostat housing, which is usually secured 

with a hose clamp or set screw.

2.  Remove the Housing: Use the appropriate socket to loosen and remove the clamp or set screw. Carefully 

detach the thermostat housing from the hose.

3.  Take Out the Old Thermostat: The thermostat sits inside the housing. Remove it gently, noting the orientation 

for proper installation.

4.  Clean the Housing: Wipe the inside of the housing with a clean rag to remove any old gasket material or 

debris.

Installing the New Thermostat

1.  Apply New Gasket: Place a new gasket or sealant onto the thermostat housing’s mating surface.

2.  Insert the New Thermostat: Position the new thermostat correctly, ensuring the temperature rating matches 

your engine’s specifications.

3.  Reattach the Housing: Slide the thermostat housing back onto the hose and secure it with the clamp or set 

screw. Tighten to the manufacturer’s recommended torque.

4.  Refill the Cooling System: Fill the radiator with the appropriate coolant mix and reattach the battery.

Testing the System

1.  Start the Engine: Turn on the engine and let it reach operating temperature.

2.  Check for Leaks: Inspect the thermostat housing and hoses for any coolant leaks.

3.  Verify Temperature: Use a coolant temperature gauge to confirm the engine is maintaining the correct 

operating temperature range.

4.  Adjust if necessary: If the temperature is too high or too low, double �check the thermostat’s rating and 

installation.

Common Thermostat-Related Issues on Caterpillar Engines

Even with proper maintenance, several problems can arise with the thermostat. Recognizing these issues early can

prevent costly damage.

•  Thermostat Stuck Closed: The engine may run too hot, leading to overheating. Symptoms include a high 

temperature gauge reading and engine overheating warnings.

•  Thermostat Stuck Open: The engine may run too cool, resulting in poor fuel efficiency and increased 

emissions.

•  Worn Gasket: A damaged gasket can cause coolant leaks and loss of pressure in the cooling system.

•  Incorrect Temperature Rating: Installing a thermostat with a temperature rating that is too low can cause the 

engine to overcool, while too high a rating can lead to overheating.

•  Debris Blockage: Dirt or rust can block the thermostat’s opening, preventing proper coolant flow.

Preventative Maintenance Tips

To keep your Caterpillar engine’s thermostat functioning optimally, incorporate these maintenance practices into

your regular service routine:



•  Regular Coolant Flush: Replace coolant every 24,000 to 36,000 miles or as recommended by Caterpillar.

•  Inspect Hoses and Clamps: Check for cracks, bulges, or loose fittings that could affect thermostat 

performance.

•  Check Thermostat Housing Gasket: Replace the gasket annually or if any signs of leakage appear.

•  Monitor Temperature Gauge: Any sudden changes in engine temperature should prompt an immediate 

inspection.

•  Use Correct Coolant: Always use the coolant type specified in the engine’s owner manual to avoid corrosion 

or improper heat transfer.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Where exactly is the thermostat located on a Caterpillar 8.0L V �8 engine?

On the C8.0 engine, the thermostat is typically found in the lower radiator hose, near the junction where the hose

meets the radiator. Look for a small, cylindrical housing secured by a hose clamp.

Can I replace the thermostat myself, or should I take my equipment to a professional?

For most users with basic mechanical knowledge and the right tools, replacing a thermostat is a manageable DIY

task. However, if you’re unsure or dealing with a high �value piece of equipment, it’s wise to consult a certified

Caterpillar technician.

What happens if I replace the thermostat with the wrong temperature rating?

Using a thermostat with an incorrect temperature rating can lead to engine overheating or under �cooling. This

imbalance can cause reduced fuel efficiency, increased emissions, and potential damage to engine components.

How can I tell if my thermostat is stuck closed?

A thermostat stuck closed will cause the engine temperature gauge to climb rapidly, often exceeding the red line.

You may also notice a high engine temperature warning light, steam from the radiator, or a sudden drop in coolant

pressure.

Is there a way to test the thermostat before installing it?

Yes, you can test the thermostat by immersing it in a pot of hot water and observing whether it opens at the rated

temperature. Many aftermarket thermostats come with a built �in temperature sensor for easier testing.

Conclusion

Understanding where the thermostat sits on a Caterpillar engine—and how to inspect and replace it—empowers

you to maintain optimal engine
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