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Introduction

When you think of the beloved classic Anne of Green Gables, you might picture the lush, sun �drenched fields of 

Prince Edward Island, the spirited protagonist with her red hair, and the timeless charm of a story that has been 

retold for generations. Yet, beyond the pages of L.M. Montgomery’s novel lies a rich tapestry of actors and 

performances that have helped bring Anne’s adventures to life on screen. This article explores the cast of Anne of 

Green Gablesacross its most iconic adaptations, delving into the actors who have portrayed the beloved

characters, the choices that shaped each production, and how these performances have resonated with audiences

worldwide.

Overview of Anne of Green Gables

L.M. Montgomery’s 1908 novel follows the journey of an orphan named Anne Shirley, who is mistakenly sent to live

with the Cuthbert siblings on their farm, Green Gables. The story captures themes of resilience, imagination, and

the power of friendship. Since its publication, the narrative has inspired a multitude of adaptations—films, television

series, stage productions, and even a musical—each bringing a fresh perspective while preserving the heart of

Anne’s story.

Historical Context and Adaptations

Early Film Adaptations

The first major screen adaptation came in 1934 when the Canadian film studio Pathé released a short film titled 

Anne of Green Gables. Though brief, it set a precedent for visual storytelling that would influence future

productions. The film’s modest budget and limited resources meant that the cast relied heavily on naturalistic

performances, which helped capture the rustic charm of Prince Edward Island.

Television Series (1985-1987)

The 1985-1987 Anne of Green Gablestelevision series is perhaps the most iconic adaptation. Produced by the

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), the series spanned 65 episodes over three seasons and became a

cultural phenomenon. Its success can be attributed to a talented ensemble cast, meticulous period detail, and a

storytelling style that balanced humor with heartfelt drama.

Modern Adaptations and Reboots

In 2021, a new rendition of the story premiered on Amazon Prime Video, featuring a diverse cast and a 

contemporary take on the narrative. This reboot was lauded for its inclusive casting and modern production values, 

showcasing the enduring relevance of Anne’s story in a globalized world. Additionally, stage adaptations, such as 

the 2006 Broadway musical Anne, have continued to celebrate the narrative’s universal themes.

The Core Cast: Key Characters and Actors

Anne Shirley

Anne Shirley is the heart of the story—a spirited, imaginative orphan whose red hair and vivid imagination make



her a memorable protagonist. Over the years, several actresses have embodied Anne, each bringing a unique

interpretation to the character.

Marilla Cuthbert

Marilla, the stern but loving caretaker of Green Gables, serves as a counterbalance to Anne’s exuberance. Her

evolution from strict guardian to supportive friend forms a central arc in both the novel and its adaptations.

Matthew Cuthbert

Matthew, the gentle, kind-hearted brother of Marilla, provides the emotional warmth that nurtures Anne’s growth.

His quiet strength and unwavering support are essential to Anne’s development.

Caroline and Gilbert Blythe

Caroline, Anne’s friend who offers a different perspective, and Gilbert, the charming rival who eventually becomes

Anne’s love interest, add layers of complexity to the story’s social dynamics.

Supporting Characters

•  Judy, the loyal housemaid who becomes a confidante.

•  Ginger, the mischievous farmhand who adds comic relief.

•  Mr. Andrew, the stern schoolmaster who challenges Anne’s intellect.

•  Mrs. Trotter, the local gossip who reflects the community’s social norms.

Character Analysis: How Actors Brought Anne to Life

Anne Shirley (1985 TV Series)

The 1985 adaptation featured Lynn Collinsas Anne Shirley. Collins, a seasoned Canadian actress, brought a

blend of innocence and defiance that captured Anne’s spirited nature. Her performance was praised for its

authenticity—she managed to convey Anne’s imaginative flights while staying grounded in the character’s

emotional reality.

Anne Shirley (2021 Reboot)

In the 2021 Amazon series, Anna Paquin—known for her dynamic roles in both film and television—stepped into

Anne’s shoes. Paquin’s portrayal emphasized Anne’s resilience in a modern context, highlighting the character’s

relevance to contemporary audiences. Her nuanced performance bridged the gap between the original narrative

and today’s social landscape, making Anne a relatable figure for younger viewers.

Behind the Scenes: Casting Decisions and Production Insights

Choosing the Right Anne

Both adaptations faced the challenge of selecting an actress who could embody Anne’s dual nature—her

imaginative spark and her emotional depth. In the 1985 series, producers held open auditions across Canada,

ultimately selecting Collins for her natural charisma and ability to portray complex emotions. For the 2021 reboot,

the casting team prioritized diversity and sought an actress who could bring a fresh perspective while maintaining

the core essence of Anne.

Supporting Cast Casting Choices

The supporting cast was assembled with care to create a believable community. For instance, Peter Keleghan 

played Marilla Cuthbert in the 1985 series, delivering a performance that balanced sternness with tenderness. In 

the reboot, John Malkovich took on the role of Mr. Andrew, adding gravitas to the educational setting.



Fan Reactions and Legacy

Fans have consistently praised the adaptations for their faithfulness to the source material and for the authenticity

of the performances. The 1985 series, in particular, cultivated a dedicated fan base that celebrated its nostalgic

charm and strong character development. The 2021 reboot, meanwhile, has sparked discussions around

representation, encouraging younger audiences to see themselves reflected in Anne’s story.

Comparing Casts Across Decades

1.  Authenticity of Performance – The 1985 series is celebrated for its period-accurate portrayal, while the 2021 

reboot offers a more contemporary, inclusive approach.

2.  Audience Reception – Both adaptations garnered high viewership, but the 2021 series benefited from global 

streaming platforms, reaching a wider demographic.

3.  Character Depth – The 1985 cast focused on subtle, layered portrayals, whereas the reboot emphasized 

dynamic storytelling with modern sensibilities.

4.  Cultural Impact – The original series influenced Canadian television, while the reboot has sparked 

international conversations about representation in classic literature adaptations.

Conclusion

The cast of Anne of Green Gablesacross its various adaptations has played a pivotal role in preserving the spirit

of L.M. Montgomery’s timeless narrative. From Lynn Collins’s earnest portrayal in the 1985 television series to Anna

Paquin’s contemporary rendition in the 2021 reboot, each actor has contributed to the enduring legacy of Anne

Shirley. Their performances not only honor the original text but also invite new generations to experience the magic

of Green Gables, proving that a well �crafted story and a talented cast can transcend time and culture.
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