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Introduction

When you hear the soaring guitar riffs and the soaring vocals of Kansas’s classic “Carry On Wayward Son,” you’re 

instantly transported to a place where rock and progressive elements collide. Yet, beneath the memorable melody 

and the driving drums lies a bass line that anchors the entire track, providing depth, groove, and a steady 

foundation for the soaring harmonies. For bass players looking to master this iconic piece, a clear and detailed 

carry on my wayward son bass tabis essential. This guide will walk you through the song’s structure, the

nuances of its bass part, practical tips for learning, and resources to help you become a confident bassist on this

legendary track.

Why “Carry On Wayward Son” Is a Bass Player’s Treasure

While many focus on the guitar solos, the bass line in “Carry On Wayward Son” is deceptively intricate. It weaves

through the verses, bridges, and choruses, creating a rhythmic backbone that propels the music forward. For

bassists, this song offers a chance to develop a range of skills: mastering odd time signatures, practicing

syncopation, and learning how to complement a full band without overpowering the mix.

•  Dynamic Range: From the low, rumbling intro to the soaring high notes in the bridge, the bass demands 

dynamic control.

•  Syncopation: The groove relies heavily on off-beat accents that keep the energy alive.

•  Tone Crafting: Achieving the right tone involves balancing warmth and punch, especially in a classic rock 

setting.

Song Overview and Historical Context

Released in 1976 as part of Kansas’s album Leftoverture, “Carry On Wayward Son” quickly became a staple of

classic rock radio. Written by band members Kerry Livgren and Steve Walsh, the track blends progressive rock with

hard �rock swagger. Its lyrical themes of perseverance and self �discovery resonate with listeners, while the musical

arrangement showcases the band's technical prowess.

The bass line, played by Robby Steinhardt, is a testament to the era’s emphasis on musicianship. Steinhardt’s part 

is not merely a filler; it interacts with the guitar, keyboards, and drums, creating a cohesive sonic tapestry. 

Understanding this interplay is key to mastering the carry on my wayward son bass tab.

Breaking Down the Song Structure

Before diving into the tab, it’s useful to outline the song’s form. Knowing where each section begins helps you

anticipate changes and prepare for transitions.

1.  Intro (0:00 – 0:20) – A slow, descending bass line that sets the mood.

2.  Verse 1 (0:20 – 0:55) – A steady groove that establishes the main rhythm.

3.  Pre �Chorus (0:55 – 1:15) – Builds tension with syncopated patterns.

4.  Chorus (1:15 – 1:45) – The iconic melodic hook, bass follows the vocal line.

5.  Bridge (1:45 – 2:20) – Features a key change and a faster, more aggressive bass line.



6.  Solo Section (2:20 – 3:15) – The guitar solo; the bass plays a supportive role.

7.  Reprise (3:15 – 3:45) – A return to the main theme.

8.  Outro (3:45 – 4:15) – A fade �out with the same motif as the intro.

Each section has its own distinct bass pattern, and mastering each part individually will make learning the full track

easier.

Understanding the Bass Line

The bass in “Carry On Wayward Son” uses a combination of root notes, octaves, and melodic fills. It’s important to

listen closely to the recording to catch subtle variations and timing differences. Below is a breakdown of the key

techniques used:

•  Root �Note Emphasis: The bass often anchors the chord by playing the root note on the downbeat.

•  Octave Jumps: Quick jumps between octaves add excitement, especially in the bridge.

•  Syncopated Riffs: Off �beat accents create a driving feel that keeps the groove alive.

•  Walking Bass Lines: In the verses, the bass walks up and down the scale to maintain momentum.

•  Dynamic Swells: Gradual increases in volume help the bass blend with the guitar and keyboards.

The Complete Carry On Wayward Son Bass Tab

Below is a full, step �by �step tab that covers the entire song. Each section is labeled, and the notation follows

standard bass tab conventions. Feel free to use this as a reference while you practice.

Intro (0:00 – 0:20)

G|--------------------|--------------------|

D|--------------------|--------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|--------------------|--------------------|

Tip: Start with a slow tempo. Focus on keeping each note clean and evenly spaced.

Verse 1 (0:20 – 0:55)

G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

Tip: Pay attention to the rhythmic feel. The bass stays on the downbeat, giving the groove a solid base.

Pre �Chorus (0:55 – 1:15)



G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

Tip: This section adds syncopation. Use your left hand to emphasize the off �beat notes.

Chorus (1:15 – 1:45)

G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

Tip: The bass follows the vocal melody closely. Play along with the recording to capture the subtle melodic changes.

Bridge (1:45 – 2:20)

G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

G|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

D|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|

A|--5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-|--3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-|

E|----------------------------------|----------------------------------|
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