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Black Magic Woman: A Complete Guide to Chords, Lyrics, and the Song’s 
Enduring Legacy

When you think of a song that has become a timeless classic, few titles come to mind like “Black Magic Woman.” 

Originally recorded by the psychedelic rock group Fleetwood Mac in 1968, it was later reimagined by the 

legendary guitarist Jimi Hendrixin 1969. The track’s haunting melody, mystical lyrics, and memorable guitar work

have made it a staple for musicians and fans alike. Whether you’re a guitarist looking to master the chords, a

vocalist wanting to capture the song’s emotional depth, or simply a music enthusiast curious about its history, this

article provides a comprehensive look at every aspect of “Black Magic Woman.” We’ll walk through the chord

progression, discuss the lyrical themes, explore the song’s evolution, and give you practical tips for playing it on

guitar or piano. By the end, you’ll have a deeper appreciation for the song’s artistry and the tools you need to bring

it to life on stage or in your bedroom jam session.

1. The Origins of “Black Magic Woman”

Fleetwood Mac’s original version of the song was penned by guitarist Peter Green, who was known for his bluesy 

sensibilities and lyrical mysticism. The first recording appeared on the 1968 album Then Play Onand showcased

Green’s emotive guitar work paired with the band’s tight rhythm section. The lyrics paint a picture of a woman who

exerts a spellbinding influence over the narrator, blending romantic longing with a hint of danger.

In 1969, the American rock supergroup Jimi Hendrix Experience recorded their own rendition for the album 

Electric Ladyland. Hendrix’s version added a heavier, psychedelic rock edge, turning the song into a guitar-driven

anthem that remains a favorite at concerts. The track’s popularity surged, and it became the most frequently played

song in the Experience’s live shows.

Because of its dual heritage, “Black Magic Woman” occupies a unique space in rock history—bridging British blues

and American psychedelia while maintaining a timeless allure. Understanding this background sets the stage for

appreciating the chords and lyrical nuances that follow.

2. Musical Structure & Key Elements

The song’s structure follows a classic verse–chorus form, with a memorable bridge that showcases a soaring guitar

solo. Below is a breakdown of the key musical components:

•  Key: The original Fleetwood Mac version is in the key of G minor, while Hendrix’s rendition shifts to F minor for 

a darker feel.

•  Tempo: Approximately 100 beats per minute, giving it a relaxed yet driving groove.

•  Time Signature: 4/4, which makes it accessible for beginners while still allowing for expressive phrasing.

•  Chord Progression: The verses use a repeating pattern of Gm–Bb–Cm–F (in G minor), while the chorus 

moves to F–Bb–Cm–Gm. The bridge introduces a minor key modulation that heightens the emotional intensity.

•  Instrumentation: Aside from guitar and drums, the track features a subtle organ or keyboard backdrop, bass 

lines that lock into the groove, and Hendrix’s iconic guitar solo that blends blues bends with wah-wah effects.



These elements combine to create an atmosphere that feels both intimate and expansive, a hallmark of songs that

endure across generations.

3. How to Play the Chords on Guitar

Below is a step �by �step guide for guitarists of all skill levels. The chords are written in standard tuning (E A D G B E)

and can be played either in open position or as barre chords, depending on your preference and vocal range.

3.1 Chord Diagram Overview

1.  Gm (G minor) – Barre at the 3rd fret, shape of a D major.

2.  Bb (B flat) – Barre at the 1st fret, shape of an A major.

3.  Cm (C minor) – Barre at the 3rd fret, shape of an A major.

4.  F (F major) – Barre at the 1st fret, shape of an E major.

For those who prefer open chords, you can use the following voicings:

•  Gm (open): 3–5–5–5–3–3 (barre the 3rd fret)

•  Bb (open): 1–3–3–1–1–1 (barre the 1st fret)

•  Cm (open): 3–5–5–5–3–3 (barre the 3rd fret)

•  F (open): 1–3–3–2–1–1 (barre the 1st fret)

3.2 Verse Progression

Play each chord for four beats, following the sequence Gm !’ Bb !’ Cm !’ F. Repeat this progression for the entire verse.

The rhythm is steady, with a slight syncopation that gives the song its groove.

3.3 Chorus Progression

The chorus follows the same four �beat pattern but starts on F, moving to Bb, then Cm, and ending on Gm. This shift

creates a sense of resolution when you return to the verse.

3.4 Bridge & Solo

The bridge introduces a key change. Here’s a simplified version of the chords you’ll need for the bridge and solo

section:

•  Dm (D minor) – 5–3–5–3–3–3

•  Gm (G minor) – 3–5–5–5–3–3

•  Am (A minor) – 5–7–5–7–7–5

Feel free to experiment with fingerpicking or a light strum during the solo, as the original track features a melodic

guitar line that complements the vocal melody.

4. A Closer Look at the Lyrics

The lyrics of “Black Magic Woman” weave together imagery of enchantment and longing. While the full lyrics are

copyrighted, we can discuss the thematic elements and offer a short excerpt that captures the essence of the song.

4.1 Themes & Symbolism

The central motif is the “black magic” of a woman who captivates the narrator. This can be interpreted in multiple

ways:

•  Romantic Idealization: The woman is seen as a muse who inspires the narrator’s creative output.

•  Spiritual Connection: The term “black magic” may hint at a deeper, almost mystical bond that transcends 



ordinary love.

•  Danger & Temptation: The song acknowledges the peril of being drawn into someone’s spell.

These layers add depth to a seemingly straightforward love song, making it resonate with audiences across

different cultures and eras.

4.2 Key Lyrics (Excerpt)

Below is a short excerpt that exemplifies the song’s poetic quality. The text is provided for educational purposes

and is not a full reproduction.

“Your eyes are the color of the sky,  

  The black magic woman’s spell is on me.”

Feel free to visit official lyric sites or streaming platforms for the complete set of words. The melody and harmony

will guide you in interpreting the emotional nuances of each line.

5. How to Learn the Song Quickly

Mastering “Black Magic Woman” doesn’t have to be a time �consuming endeavor. Here’s a practical approach to

learning the track efficiently:

1.  Listen Actively: Spend 10–15 minutes listening to both the Fleetwood Mac and Jimi Hendrix versions. Notice 

the differences in tempo, instrumentation, and vocal delivery.

2.  Break It Down: Divide the song into smaller sections—verse, chorus, bridge, solo. Focus on one section at a 

time.

3.  Chord Practice: Use a metronome to practice the chord changes at a slow tempo, gradually increasing 

speed as you become comfortable.

4.  Play Along: Once you can transition smoothly between chords, play along with the track or a backing track to 

internalize the groove.

5.  Record Yourself: Record your practice sessions to identify areas that need improvement, such as timing, 

strumming patterns, or vocal phrasing.

6.  Refine Your Solo: If you’re a guitarist, focus on the solo section. Break it into phrases and learn each phrase 

before stringing them together.

By following these steps, you’ll be able to perform the full song within a couple of weeks, depending on your skill

level.

6. Cover Versions & Cultural Impact

Over the decades, “Black Magic Woman” has inspired countless artists across various genres. Some notable

covers include:

•  Santana – Their rendition on the 1971 album Caravanserai blends Latin rock with psychedelic undertones.

•  Ringo Starr – Featured on his 1975 album Photograph, adding a pop-rock flavor.

•  Jefferson Airplane – Their live performances in the early ’70s incorporated psychedelic improvisation.

•  Modern Indie Bands: Bands like Local Natives and Vampire Weekend have paid homage to the track in live 

sets.

The song’s adaptability across genres underscores its universal appeal. Whether played on acoustic guitar, electric,

piano, or even a full orchestra, the core emotional narrative remains intact.



7. Tips for Vocalists

For singers, the key to delivering an authentic performance lies in capturing the song’s subtle emotional shifts. Here

are some vocal tips:

•  Breath Control: The verses require sustained, smooth phrases. Practice diaphragmatic breathing to maintain 

consistency.

•  Dynamic Contrast: Use softer dynamics during the verses and build intensity in the chorus to mirror the 

musical arrangement.

•  Emotional Connection: Visualize the woman’s spellbinding presence; this will help you convey the lyrical 

meaning with conviction.

•  Pitch Accuracy: The song’s key (G minor or F minor) may be challenging for some. Use a pitch reference or a 

tuner to ensure you’re in tune.

With these techniques
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