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Introduction

Understanding the language of biology can feel like learning a new alphabet. Just as a single letter can transform 

the meaning of a word in English, a single prefix or suffix can alter the definition of a scientific term by a great deal. 

For students who are just beginning to explore the vast world of life science, mastering these building blocks is 

essential. A well �designed biology prefixes and suffixes worksheetcan help solidify this knowledge, turning

abstract concepts into tangible learning tools.

In this guide, we’ll dive deep into the most common prefixes and suffixes you’ll encounter in biology, explain why

they matter, and show you how to create or use worksheets that make the learning process engaging, interactive,

and memorable. Whether you’re a teacher looking for fresh classroom resources or a student seeking a study aid,

this article will provide the insights and practical strategies you need.

Why Biology Prefixes and Suffixes Matter

Science is built on precision, and the terminology used in biology is no exception. Prefixes and suffixes are the

linguistic gears that turn simple words into complex concepts. By mastering them, you gain:

•  Contextual Understanding – Quickly decipher unfamiliar terms.

•  Retention – Build a mental map of related concepts.

•  Communication – Speak and write with confidence in scientific discussions.

•  Problem �Solving – Apply knowledge to labs, exams, and real �world scenarios.

Because prefixes and suffixes are recurring patterns, they create a scaffold that supports learning across biology’s

subfields, from genetics to ecology. A targeted worksheet that focuses on these elements can accelerate

comprehension and reduce the cognitive load of memorizing isolated terms.

Common Prefixes in Biology

Prefixes are added to the beginning of a word to modify its meaning. Below are the most frequently encountered

prefixes in biology, along with examples and explanations.

1. anti- (against)

Used to indicate opposition or counteraction.

•  Antibiotic – A substance that kills or inhibits the growth of bacteria.

•  Antibody – A protein that neutralizes foreign substances.

2. auto- (self)

Refers to something that occurs within the same organism.

•  Autophagy – The process by which cells recycle their own components.

•  Autoregulation – Self �control of physiological processes.

3. bio- (life)



Denotes life or living organisms.

•  Biology – The study of life.

•  Biodegradable – Capable of being broken down by living organisms.

4. de- (reverse, remove)

Indicates removal, reduction, or reversal.

•  Deforest – To clear a forest.

•  Dehydrate – To remove water from a substance.

5. exo- (outside)

Refers to something external or outward.

•  Exoskeleton – The external skeleton of an arthropod.

•  Exogenous – Originating from outside an organism.

6. hyper- (excessive)

Signifies an extreme or above normal level.

•  Hypertension – High blood pressure.

•  Hyperactive – Excessively active.

7. hypo- (below, under)

Indicates a lower than normal condition.

•  Hypoglycemia – Low blood sugar.

•  Hypotension – Low blood pressure.

8. inter- (between)

Describes something that occurs between two entities.

•  Intercellular – Between cells.

•  Interstellar – Between stars.

9. intra- (within)

Denotes something occurring inside a single entity.

•  Intracellular – Inside a cell.

•  Intravenous – Inside a vein.

10. micro- (small)

Relates to smallness or microscopic scale.

•  Microorganism – A microscopic organism.

•  Microbiology – The study of microscopic life.

11. multi- (many)

Signifies multiple or many parts.

•  Multicellular – Consisting of many cells.

•  Multinucleate – Containing many nuclei.

12. post- (after)



Indicates something occurring after a particular event.

•  Postnatal – After birth.

•  Postmortem – After death.

13. pre- (before)

Denotes a preceding event or state.

•  Prebiotic – Supporting the growth of beneficial bacteria.

•  Prenatal – Before birth.

14. proto- (first, early)

Refers to an early or primitive form.

•  Protozoa – Early single �cell organisms.

•  Proto � as a prefix in genetics denotes an early stage of development.

15. sub- (under)

Indicates a lower or beneath level.

•  Subcutaneous – Under the skin.

•  Submarine – Under the sea.

16. super- (above)

Signifies a higher or above level.

•  Supercell – A powerful storm cell.

•  Superficial – Above the surface.

17. trans- (across)

Describes movement or change across a boundary.

•  Transport – Moving substances from one place to another.

•  Transgenic – Containing genes transferred from another organism.

Common Suffixes in Biology

Suffixes are added to the end of a word, often changing its grammatical function or meaning. Below are key

suffixes frequently seen in biology.

1. -ase (enzyme)

Denotes a protein that catalyzes a specific reaction.

•  DNA polymerase – Enzyme that synthesizes DNA.

•  Amylase – Enzyme that breaks down starch.

2. -ic (relating to)

Creates an adjective meaning “related to” or “pertaining to.”

•  Genetic – Relating to genes.

•  Cellular – Pertaining to cells.

3. -ism (principle or belief)

Indicates a doctrine or system of thought.



•  Evolutionism – The belief in evolution.

•  Cellularism – The belief that life is composed of cells.

4. -ist (one who practices or believes)

Refers to a practitioner or supporter of a field.

•  Biologist – A scientist who studies life.

•  Ecologist – A scientist who studies ecosystems.

5. -ology (study of)

Denotes a field of study.

•  Ecology – The study of relationships between organisms and their environment.

•  Genetics – The study of heredity.

6. -s (plural)

Indicates more than one of the same item.

•  Cells – More than one cell.

•  Genes – More than one gene.

7. -tion (action or process)

Creates a noun indicating a process.

•  Photosynthesis – The process of converting light into chemical energy.

•  Respiration – The process of exchanging gases.

8. -ous (full of)

Describes something containing a particular quality.

•  Cellularous – Full of cells.

•  Angiogenic – Capable of forming new blood vessels.

9. -phyte (plant)

Refers to plant life.

•  Algae phyte – A plant-like organism.

•  Phytoplankton – Plant plankton.

10. -phage (eater)

Denotes an organism that consumes something.

•  Bacteriophage – A virus that infects bacteria.

•  Phagotroph – An organism that feeds on other organisms.

11. -vore (eater)

Indicates an organism that feeds on a specific type of food.

•  Herbivore – Eats plants.

•  Carnivore – Eats meat.

12. -trophy (growth)

Relates to growth or nourishment.



•  Macrotrophy – Large plant growth.

•  Microtrophy – Small-scale growth.

13. -ology (study of)

Used to form the names of scientific disciplines.

•  Microbiology – Study of microscopic organisms.

•  Neurobiology – Study of the nervous system.

Baca Juga (Artikel Terkait)

•  sims 3 trophy guide and roadmap
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/sims-3-trophy-guide-and-roadmap.pdf

•  the elf on the shelf story online
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/the-elf-on-the-shelf-story-online.pdf

•  biological classification pogil
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/biological-classification-pogil.pdf

•  kubota 3 cylinder diesel engine manual
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/kubota-3-cylinder-diesel-engine-manual.pdf

Tags: #biology  #prefixes  #suffixes  #worksheet

http://arnpagency.com/sims-3-trophy-guide-and-roadmap.pdf
http://arnpagency.com/the-elf-on-the-shelf-story-online.pdf
http://arnpagency.com/biological-classification-pogil.pdf
http://arnpagency.com/kubota-3-cylinder-diesel-engine-manual.pdf


Page 1 of 5



Page 2 of 5



Page 3 of 5



Page 4 of 5



Page 5 of 5


