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Plan Your Next Road Trip with the Automobile Association UK Route Planner

Whether you're heading out for a weekend escape, a family holiday, or a cross country adventure, theautomobile
association uk route planneroffers a reliable, user friendly way to map out your journey. Developed by the
world renowned Automobile Association (AA), this tool combines real time traffic data, road safety information, and
practical travel tips to help you reach your destination efficiently and safely. In this guide, we’ll walk you through how
the AA route planner works, why it's a standout choice for UK drivers, and how you can use it to craft unforgettable
road trips.

What Makes the AA Route Planner Stand Out?

Real Time Traffic and Road Condition Updates

One of the most valuable features of the AA route planner is its live traffic feed. By tapping into data from the
Department for Transport and partner networks, the planner can alert you to congestion, accidents, roadworks, and
weather related hazards. This real time intelligence means you can adjust your route on the fly, saving time and
avoiding frustration.

Integrated Roadside Assistance and Service Information

The planner doesn't just show you the fastest path; it also highlights nearby service stations, petrol stations, and
AA roadside assistance points. Knowing where you can refuel, grab a snack, or get help in case of a breakdown
adds an extra layer of peace of mind to your trip.

Customisable Route Options

From the most direct route to scenic detours, the planner lets you choose the type of journey that best fits your
mood. Whether you want to avoid toll roads, stay on motorways, or explore picturesque country lanes, the AA route
planner offers multiple route alternatives.

Cross Platform Availability

Accessible via the AA website, mobile app, and in car navigation systems, the route planner ensures you have
up to date information whether you're planning ahead at home or on the road. The mobile app syncs seamlessly with
the website, allowing you to start planning on one device and continue on another.

Step by Step Guide to Using the AA Route Planner

1. Access the Planner

1. Open the AA Route Planner website on your computer or launch the AA mobile app.

2. Sign in with your AA membership credentials for personalised features, or continue as a guest if you prefer.
2. Input Your Journey Details

e Enter your starting location and destination in the respective fields.
* Use the “Add a stop” function to include any intermediate points, such as family homes or tourist attractions.
¢ Choose your departure time to receive traffic aware routing.



3. Select Route Preferences
1. Choose your preferred route type: Fastest, Scenic, or Least toll.
2. Toggle options to avoid motorways or specific road types if you wish.
3. Enable the “Avoid congestion” switch for dynamic rerouting during peak hours.
4. Review the Suggested Route
The planner will display a map with the chosen route highlighted. Key details include:
» Estimated travel time and distance.
¢ Roadworks and incidents along the path.
¢ Fuel stops and service station locations.
¢ AA roadside assistance points for emergency support.
5. Save or Share Your Route
Once satisfied, you can:
¢ Save the route to your AA account for future reference.
e Send the route details via email or SMS.
e Export the route to your GPS device or share it on social media.
6. Adjust on the Go

While driving, the AA mobile app will notify you of any new traffic incidents or road closures. Use the app’s “reroute”
feature to navigate around disruptions without getting lost.

Key Benefits of Using the AA Route Planner

Enhanced Safety

By providing up to date incident reports and traffic alerts, the planner helps you avoid hazardous conditions,
reducing the risk of accidents and breakdowns.

Time and Fuel Savings

Optimised routing eliminates unnecessary detours, saving both time and fuel costs—especially useful for long
journeys across the UK.

Peace of Mind

With built in roadside assistance points and real time support, you’ll feel more confident tackling unfamiliar routes.

Convenience and Flexibility

The ability to plan multiple stops, choose scenic routes, and adjust plans on the fly means you can tailor your trip to
your preferences without hassle.

Comparing the AA Route Planner to Competitors

Google Maps

While Google Maps offers comprehensive mapping and traffic data, it lacks the AA’s dedicated roadside assistance
integration and specific UK road condition updates.

Waze

Waze excels at real time user generated traffic alerts, but it can be less reliable for detailed service station listings
and does not provide AA’s trusted safety information.



TomTom and Garmin Navigation

These devices offer offline maps and robust navigation, yet they often require separate subscriptions for live traffic
and lack the AA’s roadside support network.

Why the AA Route Planner Wins

¢ Dedicated UK focus with up to date local road data.

¢ Integrated AA roadside assistance and service station network.
e Seamless cross device syncing for uninterrupted planning.

¢ Professional, user friendly interface backed by a trusted brand.

Road Trip Planning Tips Using the AA Route Planner

Plan Your Stops Early

Use the “Add a stop” feature to mark essential stops—such as restaurants, hotels, or sightseeing spots. This helps
the planner optimise the route and ensures you don’t miss key attractions.

Check Roadworks Ahead of Time

Before you leave, review the planner’s roadworks section. If major construction is scheduled, consider alternate
routes or adjust your departure time.

Use Scenic Routes for a Relaxing Drive

Opt for the scenic route option to experience the beauty of the English countryside, Scottish Highlands, or Welsh
coast. The planner will highlight picturesque roads and viewpoints.

Leverage the AA’s Service Station Network
Plan refuelling and meal breaks at AA approved service stations. Many offer quality food, comfortable restrooms,
and repair services.

Stay Informed with the AA App

Download the AA mobile app to receive push notifications about traffic incidents, weather alerts, and roadside
assistance requests while on the move.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Is the AA Route Planner free?

Basic route planning is free for all users. Members enjoy additional features such as advanced traffic updates and
personalised travel alerts.

Do I need an AA membership to use the planner?

No, you can access the planner as a guest. However, membership unlocks extra benefits like priority roadside
assistance and exclusive travel deals.

Can |l use the planner for international trips?

The AA route planner is primarily focused on the UK. For international routes, you may need to use a global
navigation service.

How accurate is the traffic data?

The planner uses real time feeds from the Department for Transport and partner networks, ensuring highly accurate



traffic and incident information.

What if | encounter aroad closure not listed in the planner?

Use the AA mobile app’s “Report an incident” feature to notify the system, which then updates the route in real time
for all users.

Conclusion

The automobile association uk route planneris more than just a mapping tool—it's a comprehensive travel
companion that prioritises safety, convenience, and the unique needs of UK drivers. By leveraging real time traffic
data, roadside assistance integration, and flexible route options, the AA route planner empowers you to plan and
enjoy road trips with confidence. Whether you're a seasoned road trip enthusiast or a first time driver, this planner
offers the tools and support you need to hit the road and explore the UK’s diverse landscapes with ease.
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