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Antigone Prologue Scene 2: A Deep Dive into the Second Scene of
Sophocles’ Classic

When scholars and theatre enthusiasts study Sophocles’ tragedy Antigone, the prologue often receives less
attention than the main action. Yet the prologue is the play’s emotional and thematic foundation, setting the stage
for the conflict that follows. In particular, the second scene of the prologue—sometimes called the “Antigone
Prologue Scene 2"—offers a crucial glimpse into the political tension, the divine law that governs the characters,
and the personal motivations driving the story’s protagonists. This article explores that pivotal moment in detalil,
unpacking its language, symbolism, and lasting significance in both classical literature and contemporary
performance.

Why the Prologue Matters in Antigone

The prologue in ancient Greek tragedies serves a dual purpose: it introduces the audience to the central conflict
and establishes the stakes. In Antigone, the prologue not only informs the audience about the political fallout from
the civil war between Oedipus’s sons but also highlights the clash between human law and divine law—a theme
that resonates throughout the play. Scene 2 of the prologue is particularly important because it transitions from the
broad context of the war to the personal tragedy that will unfold, allowing the audience to connect emotionally with
the characters.

Setting the Scene: Historical and Cultural Context

Sophocles wrote Antigoneduring the early 5th century BCE, a period marked by the aftermath of the Persian Wars
and the flourishing of Athenian democracy. The play reflects the anxieties of a society grappling with questions of
authority, justice, and the role of the gods in human affairs. The prologue, especially its second scene, is a
microcosm of these larger concerns, as it juxtaposes the mortal ruler's decree against the divine order that governs
the cosmos.

Antigone Prologue Scene 2: The Narrative Arc

The second scene of the prologue unfolds as follows:

1. Contextual Background: The city of Thebes has just suffered a civil war, with two brothers—Eteocles and
Polynices—dead after fighting over the throne. Their father, Oedipus, had left a clear succession plan that was
ignored, leading to the conflict.

2. Creon’s Decree: The newly appointed king, Creon, announces that Polynices will be denied burial rites, a
punishment for his treasonous rebellion. This decree is meant to uphold civic order and deter future insurrections.

3. Antigone’s Resolve: Antigone, the younger sister of the deceased brothers, refuses to accept Creon’s law.
She believes that divine law demands that every dead person receive proper burial, regardless of their earthly
transgressions.

4. Conflict Introduction: The scene ends with a stark choice: Antigone will defy the king, or the city will remain
divided between law and morality.

This concise yet powerful narrative sets the emotional tone for the rest of the play, illustrating how personal
convictions clash with state mandates.



Key Themes Explored in Antigone Prologue Scene 2

¢ Divine Law vs. Human Law: The scene underscores the tension between the gods’ commandments and
Creon’s human decree. Antigone’s defiance is rooted in her belief that divine law supersedes any mortal authority.

« Family Loyalty: Antigone’s actions are driven by love for her brothers and a sense of familial duty, a theme that
resonates across cultures.

« Political Authority and Legitimacy: Creon'’s rule is challenged not only by the people’s moral conscience but
also by the legitimacy of his succession.

« Individual Responsibility: Antigone embodies the idea that individuals must act according to conscience, even
when it conflicts with societal expectations.

Character Analysis: The Protagonists in Scene 2

Antigone is portrayed as a figure of unwavering conviction. Her willingness to risk her life for her brothers illustrates
the strength of her character and the depth of her moral compass. In this scene, she is the embodiment of the
“higher law” that demands respect for the dead and adherence to the divine order.

Creon, the new king, is depicted as a pragmatic leader focused on maintaining order. He is concerned with the
stability of Thebes and believes that his decree is necessary to prevent future rebellions. His perspective
represents the tension between civic duty and personal morality.

The Chorus in the prologue serves as a moral compass, offering commentary and reflecting the collective
sentiment of the citizens. In scene 2, the Chorus emphasizes the inevitability of the conflict, foreshadowing the
tragic outcomes that will ensue.

Language and Literary Devices in Antigone Prologue Scene 2

Sophocles masterfully uses a variety of rhetorical techniques to heighten the drama of the second scene. These
include:

 Allusion: References to the gods and ancient laws evoke the weight of tradition.

* Metaphor: Creon’s decree is described as “a sword that cuts the bonds of family.”

* Imagery: Vivid descriptions of the battlefield and the burial rites paint a stark contrast between life and death.

e Parallelism: The repeated use of “for” and “against” in Antigone’s speeches highlights the duality of her conflict.
¢ Foreshadowing: The Chorus hints at future tragedy, creating a sense of impending doom.

Interpretations of Antigone Prologue Scene 2

Over the centuries, scholars have approached Antigone’s defiance from multiple angles. Some view her as a
feminist icon challenging patriarchal authority, while others see her as a religious martyr upholding divine justice.
The prologue’s second scene, in particular, invites these varied readings because it centers on the moral dilemma
between obeying a human ruler and honoring the gods.

Modern Relevance: Why Antigone Prologue Scene 2 Still Resonates

Even in contemporary society, the themes of the prologue scene remain relevant. Consider modern debates about
civil disobedience, the role of government, and the moral obligations of citizens. Antigone’s choice to defy an unjust
law echoes the actions of activists who risk punishment to uphold higher principles. The scene also reminds us of
the importance of balancing state authority with individual conscience.

Staging the Prologue Scene 2: Production Tips for Directors

When bringing Antigone’s second prologue scene to life on stage, directors can employ several techniques to
emphasize its emotional depth:



« Lighting: Use stark lighting to highlight the contrast between Creon’s authoritarian presence and Antigone’s
fragile determination.

¢ Sound Design: Incorporate subtle choral chants that echo the gods’ presence, creating an ethereal
atmosphere.

e Costuming: Dress Antigone in simple, earthy tones to signify her connection to nature and the divine, while
Creon’s attire is more formal and militaristic.

e Physicality: Emphasize the physical tension between the two characters through blocking—Antigone stepping
forward, Creon retreating.

¢ Audience Engagement: Encourage the audience to reflect on their own moral choices by posing rhetorical
questions during the chorus’s commentary.

Academic Perspectives on Antigone Prologue Scene 2

Scholars have highlighted the prologue’s second scene as a critical point where the play’s moral and philosophical
questions crystallize. For instance:

¢ Hannah Arendt discusses the scene as an exploration of the “banality of evil” when state power is misused.
e Albert Camus interprets Antigone’s defiance as an act of rebellion against absurdity.
* Jean-Paul Sartre sees the scene as a manifestation of existential freedom and responsibility.

Key Takeaways from Antigone Prologue Scene 2
1. The scene establishes the core conflict between divine law and human law.
2. It introduces the main characters and their motivations.
3. It uses powerful rhetorical devices to heighten drama.
4. It remains a timeless reflection on moral responsibility and civil disobedience.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Antigone’s Second Prologue Scene

The second scene of the prologue in Sophocles’ Antigonemay appear brief, but it is a dense, thematic cornerstone
that informs the entire tragedy. By juxtaposing the rigid decree of a mortal king with the compassionate impulse of a
sister, the scene invites audiences to contemplate the balance between law, morality, and divine order. Its relevance
extends beyond the realm of classical literature, resonating with modern debates about justice, authority, and
individual conscience. Whether you are a student, a theatre practitioner, or simply a lover of great storytelling, the
“Antigone prologue scene 2" offers a profound lens through which to view human conflict and the enduring power of
the human spirit.
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