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Introduction

Publishing with the United States Government's AGS (Agency for Government Services) is a powerful way to
disseminate authoritative information, research findings, policy briefs, and technical reports to a national and global
audience. Whether you're a federal employee, a contractor, or a partner organization, understanding the processes,
requirements, and best practices for AGS publishing can help you navigate the system efficiently and achieve
maximum reach for your content.

In this comprehensive guide, we will provide the answers for United States Government AGS publishingyou
need to succeed. From the fundamentals of AGS publishing to step by step instructions, common pitfalls, and
practical tips, this article will serve as a one stop resource for anyone looking to publish through the AGS platform.

What is AGS Publishing?

The Agency for Government Services (AGS) is a federal entity that manages the publication, distribution, and
archiving of official government documents. AGS publishes a wide range of materials, including legislative acts,
executive orders, policy reports, technical manuals, and statistical data. Its mission is to ensure that government
information is accessible, reliable, and preserved for future generations.

History and Mission

Established in the early 1970s, AGS evolved from the Government Printing Office to a modern, digital-first
organization. Over the decades, it has embraced new technologies such as electronic publishing, open access
repositories, and cloud based distribution. Today, AGS’s core mission is to:

¢ Provide high quality, peer reviewed publications to the public and government agencies.
e Maintain digital preservation standards for long term access.

e Promote transparency and accountability through open dissemination of information.

e Support interagency collaboration by offering standardized publishing workflows.

Key Services

AGS offers several services to streamline the publishing process:

1. Submission Portal — A secure online platform for uploading manuscripts, metadata, and supporting
documents.

2. Review & Approval Workflow — Automated routing to subject matter experts, legal reviewers, and compliance
teams.

3. Production & Design Tools — Templates, formatting guidelines, and layout services for print and digital media.

4. Distribution Channels — Multi channel delivery to federal agencies, libraries, and the public via print, PDF,
HTML, and mobile apps.

5. Archival & Preservation — Long term storage using the National Archives’ standards, ensuring 100 year
accessibility.

Why Publish with the US Government AGS?



Publishing through AGS offers unique advantages that are difficult to replicate with commercial publishers or
independent platforms. Below are some of the key benefits:

Benefits

¢ Credibility and Authority — Government publications are automatically viewed as authoritative sources.

* Wide Reach — AGS distributes content to federal libraries, research institutions, and the global public.

e Cost Effective Distribution — Digital distribution eliminates printing costs, while print-on-demand services
reduce waste.

e Compliance Assurance — AGS ensures that all documents meet federal accessibility, security, and
preservation standards.

» Data Analytics — Access to usage statistics, download counts, and readership demographics.

Target Audiences

AGS publications serve a diverse audience, including:

« Policy makers and legislators.

¢ Federal employees and contractors.
* Researchers and academics.
 Industry professionals.

¢ General public and media outlets.

Common Questions and Answers

Below are the most frequently asked questions that arise when navigating the AGS publishing process. Each
answer is designed to provide clarity and actionable steps.

How to Submit a Publication Request?

1. Create an AGS account on the AGS portal.

2. Click “New Submission” and select the publication type (e.g., report, policy brief, technical manual).
3. Fill in the metadata form: title, authors, keywords, and abstract.

4. Upload the manuscript in the accepted formats (PDF, DOCX, or HTML).

5. Attach any supporting documents (charts, tables, datasets).

6. Submit and await confirmation of receipt.

What Are the Eligibility Criteria?

Eligibility is determined by the document’s origin and purpose. Generally, any material produced by a federal
agency or a federally funded contractor can be published via AGS. However, certain documents (e.g., classified
information, personal data) require additional clearance.

What Formats Are Accepted?
AGS accepts the following file types:
* PDF (Portable Document Format) — Preferred for final print-ready files.
¢ DOCX (Microsoft Word) — For drafts and internal reviews.
e HTML — For web ready content.
e CSV/JSON - For datasets.
How Long Does the Process Take?

Typical turnaround time from submission to publication is 4—-6 weeks, depending on the complexity of the review



and the need for revisions. AGS provides a tracking dashboard so authors can monitor progress in real time.

What Are the Costs Involved?

Digital publication is free. Print-on-demand services incur a cost based on quantity, paper quality, and binding. AGS
offers discounted rates for high volume print runs and bulk orders. All fees are transparent and listed in the
production estimate.

How to Track Your Publication?

After submission, authors receive a unique reference number. Use this number to log into the AGS portal and view
status updates: “Under Review,” “Approved,” “In Production,” and “Published.”

What Are the Distribution Channels?
AGS distributes content through:

e Federal e libraries (Govinfo, Federal Digital System).
¢ Public websites and RSS feeds.

* Mobile apps (GovTalk, GovMobile).

¢ Print-on-demand services for agencies and libraries.

How to Ensure Compliance with Federal Standards?
AGS follows the Federal Digital Content Management (FDCM) guidelines. To comply:

¢ Use accessible PDFs with tags and alt text.

* Provide metadata in Dublin Core format.

« Adhere to the Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS).

e Ensure all security protocols (SSL, data encryption) are in place for digital distribution.
How to Access Digital Copies?

Once published, digital copies are available on the AGS portal, Govinfo, and the agency’s own website. Authors
can also embed the PDF or HTML directly into their own sites using the provided embed codes.

What Happens After Publication?

After publication, AGS monitors usage statistics, manages updates (e.g., errata), and archives the final version.
Authors can request updated versions if new data or corrections arise.

Step by Step Publishing Guide

Below is a detailed workflow that covers every stage of AGS publishing, from preparation to post publication
management.

Preparation

1. Define Your Objectives — Clarify the purpose, target audience, and desired impact of your publication.
2. Gather Resources — Compile research, data, and supporting documents.

3. Check Eligibility — Confirm that your document meets AGS criteria.

4. Create Metadata — Draft title, abstract, keywords, and author list.

Submission

1. Log In — Access the AGS portal with your credentials.
2. Start a New Submission — Choose the document type and fill in metadata.
3. Upload Files — Attach the manuscript and supporting documents.



4. Submit — Review the submission summary and click “Send.”

Review and Approval
1. Automated Routing — AGS routes the submission to the relevant reviewers.
2. Feedback Loop — Reviewers provide comments and request revisions.
3. Revision Cycle — Authors address feedback and resubmit.
4. Final Approval — Once all reviewers approve, the document moves to production.
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