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Introduction

For generations of readers and viewers, the world of Anne Shirley has been a comforting escape—a place where
imagination thrives and the heart finds its rhythm. Whether you first encountered Anne in the pages of L.M.
Montgomery’s beloved novels or on the screen through one of the many adaptations, the enduring charm of Green
Gables has captured audiences worldwide. Yet, with dozens of films, television series, and specials released over
the past eight decades, it can be overwhelming to know where to begin. This guide will walk you through the Anne
of Green Gables series in order, ensuring you experience the story’s evolution from page to screen in a
seamless, chronological journey.

Understanding the Anne Series

The Anne franchise spans more than a century of storytelling. It originated as a collection of novels written by
Canadian author L.M. Montgomery, beginning with Anne of Green Gablesin 1908. The books were followed by
sequels that traced Anne’s growth from a spirited orphan to a mature woman. Over time, flmmakers and producers
have reinterpreted these narratives for television and film, each bringing a unique aesthetic, cast, and cultural lens.

While the core plot remains unchanged—Anne’s adventures in Avonlea, her relationships with Marilla, Matthew,
and the community—adaptations differ in tone, pacing, and even the inclusion of certain scenes. Consequently,
viewers may encounter variations in character development and story arcs. By watching the adaptations in the
correct order, you'll appreciate how each version builds upon the previous one and how the series has evolved to
reflect contemporary sensibilities.

The Original Books by L.M. Montgomery

Before diving into the screen adaptations, it's helpful to familiarize yourself with the source material. Montgomery’s
series consists of seven main novels:

Anne of Green Gables (1908)
Anne of Avonlea (1909)

Anne of the Island (1915)

Anne of Windy Poplars (1917)
Anne's House of Dreams (1919)
Anne of Ingleside (1921)

7. Anne and the King (1932)
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Each book chronicles a distinct chapter in Anne’s life, offering insight into her growth and the changing landscapes
of the fictional Prince Edward Island. While the books are the foundation, the adaptations we’ll explore bring these
stories to life with visual storytelling, music, and performances that have resonated across generations.

The Television Adaptations

From the 1980s to the present day, several television series have captured Anne’s spirit. Below is a chronological
list of the most prominent adaptations, complete with release years, key cast members, and notable differences



from the original narrative.

1985-1987: The Classic TV Series

Perhaps the most iconic rendition, this four season series starredRachel Blanchard as Anne Shirley and David
Hartmanas Matthew Cuthbert. Produced by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), the show aired from
1985 to 1987 and remains a beloved classic for many fans.

e Season 1 (1985) — Introduces Anne’s arrival in Avonlea and her relationship with Marilla.

e Season 2 (1986) — Focuses on Anne’s school life and her budding friendship with Diana Barry.

e Season 3 (1986-1987) — Explores Anne’s romance with Gilbert Blythe and the challenges of adolescence.
e Season 4 (1987) — Concludes with Anne’s graduation and her decision to stay in Avonlea.

This adaptation is celebrated for its faithfulness to the original books and its lush, period-appropriate set design.
The series also introduced the “Anne of Green Gables” theme song, which has become synonymous with the
franchise.

2000-2001: The New Series

In the early 2000s, the CBC launched a fresh take on the Anne saga, featuring Sarah Gadonin the titular role.
Airing from 2000 to 2001, the show covered the first two novels and offered a more contemporary visual style.

¢ Season 1 (2000) — Covers Anne’s first year in Avonlea, including her school adventures.
e Season 2 (2001) — Continues into Anne’s second year, focusing on her friendship with Diana and her growing
independence.

While the series received praise for its modern cinematography and character depth, it was shorter in scope
compared to the classic adaptation. Nevertheless, it remains a favorite for younger audiences who prefer a slightly
updated aesthetic.

2017: The Animated Series

For a more whimsical take, the 2017 animated series reimagined Anne’s story in a vibrant, child-friendly format.
Produced by Studio Ghibli in collaboration with the CBC, the show introduced a new generation to Anne’s world.

e Each episode features a concise retelling of key moments from the books.
e The animation style combines hand drawn elements with subtle 3D effects.
¢ Voice actors include Anna Kendrick as Anne and James Earl Jones as Matthew.

While the animated version simplifies some plot points, it preserves the heart of Anne’s journey and serves as an
accessible entry point for young viewers.

2021: The Latest Adaptation

In 2021, a new live action series premiered orNetflix, featuring Emma Roberts as Anne and John Krasinskias
Matthew Cuthbert. This adaptation spans the first three books and boasts high production values, a diverse cast,
and a soundtrack that blends classic folk with contemporary pop.

e Season 1 (2021) — Covers Anne’s arrival and early school life.

e Season 2 (2021) — Explores the romance between Anne and Gilbert, as well as the community’s response to
her eccentricities.

e Season 3 (2021) — Delves into Anne’s college aspirations and her eventual decision to stay in Avonlea.

Critics have lauded the series for its nuanced performances and its efforts to address modern social themes while
staying true to the spirit of the original stories.



The Anne Chronicles: Additional Films and Specials

Beyond the main series, several feature films and specials have expanded the Anne universe. These works often
serve as standalone stories or epilogues, offering fans deeper insights into Anne’s later life.

2009: Anne of Green Gables: The Musical

Adapted from the popular stage musical, this film captures the grandeur of a live performance with full orchestra
and choreography. It follows Anne’s journey from childhood to adulthood, highlighting her relationships with Gilbert
and Matthew.

2013: Anne of Green Gables: A New Beginning

Set several decades after the original series, this film follows Anne’s daughter, Eleanor, as she returns to Avonlea
to discover her family’s legacy. While not a direct continuation of the books, the film ties into the overarching Anne
mythos.

2020: Anne of Green Gables: The Animated Series — Special Episodes

These short specials revisit key moments from the 2017 animated series, offering deeper character development
and exploring themes like friendship, courage, and resilience.

How to Watch the Series in Order

Below is a step-by-step guide to experiencing the Anne franchise in chronological order, ensuring you don’t miss
any pivotal moments or character arcs.

1. Read or Watch the Classic TV Series (1985-1987) — Start with the beloved original adaptation to establish a
foundational understanding of Anne’s world.

2. Proceed to the 2000—-2001 New Series — This series builds upon the classic and introduces a modern visual
style.

3. Watch the 2017 Animated Series — A lighter, family-friendly take that condenses the story for younger
viewers.

4. Enjoy the 2021 Live Action Series — The most recent adaptation offers high definition visuals and
contemporary storytelling.

5. Explore Additional Films and Specials — Once you've seen the main series, delve into the musical, the 2013
film, and the animated specials for a broader perspective.

Tips for New Viewers

 Start with the Classic Series — It sets the tone and introduces the main characters.

¢ Use Streaming Platforms — Many of the series are available on Netflix, Amazon Prime, or CBC Gem. Check
availability in your region.

» Take Notes — The series has a rich cast of characters; jotting down names helps keep track.

* Enjoy the Music — Each adaptation features its own soundtrack; listening to the theme songs enhances
immersion.

¢ Reuvisit the Books — Reading the original novels can deepen your appreciation of the adaptations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the 2021 series a direct continuation of the 2000-2001 series?

No. While both series cover the same source material, the 2021 version is a distinct production with different actors,



directors, and creative choices. They can be watched independently.

Can | watch the series without reading the books?

Absolutely. Each adaptation is designed to stand alone. However, reading the books offers richer context and
deeper character insights.

Which adaptation is the most faithful to the original novels?

The 1985-1987 classic TV series is widely regarded as the most faithful in terms of plot, dialogue, and period
authenticity.

Are there any upcoming Anne adaptations?

As of 2026, no major new adaptations have been announced. However, the franchise's popularity ensures that
future projects may emerge.

Conclusion

Embarking on the Anne of Green Gables series in orderoffers a unique opportunity to witness the evolution of a
timeless story across generations of viewers and filmmakers. Whether you're drawn to the nostalgic charm of the
1980s classic, the contemporary flair of the 2000s reboot, the playful animation of 2017, or the modern storytelling
of 2021, each adaptation enriches the tapestry of Anne’s life. By following the chronological path outlined here,
you'll experience the full spectrum of Anne’'s adventures, from her mischievous first steps in Avonlea to her
enduring legacy that continues to inspire readers and viewers alike. Happy watching, and may Anne’s spirited
imagination guide you through every episode!
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