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Anne of Green Gables Part /1: Full Movie Guide

For fans of the beloved classic novel and its many adaptations, Anne of Green Gables Part /s a must watch. The
film captures the whimsy, heart, and resilience of Anne Shirley as she navigates life in the small town of Avonlea.
Whether you're a lifelong reader of Lucy Maud Montgomery’s work, a newcomer to the series, or simply looking for
an engaging family film, this guide will help you dive into the world of Anne with confidence.
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Overview of the Film

Released in 1985, Anne of Green Gables Part /is the first installment in the celebrated Canadian television film
series that brought Lucy Maud Montgomery'’s classic novel to life on screen. The film was produced by the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) in collaboration with the National Film Board of Canada and directed by
Carol Kinney. It stars Lindsay Wagneras Anne Shirley, a spirited orphan with a vivid imagination and a penchant
for mischief.

The movie is a faithful adaptation of the original novel, yet it introduces subtle updates that make it resonate with
contemporary audiences. The setting remains the lush, rolling hills of Prince Edward Island, and the film preserves
the period details that fans cherish.

With its strong storytelling, memorable performances, and beautiful cinematography, Anne of Green Gables Part /1
has become a staple of family entertainment and a cornerstone of Canadian cultural heritage.

Plot Summary

The film opens with the arrival of the twins, Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert, who decide to adopt a girl after their
niece, Daphne, leaves them for a life of adventure. The twins have been hoping for a child who can help with farm
chores and bring warmth to their quiet home.

While searching for a suitable orphan, the Cuthberts receive a letter from the orphanage in Montreal. Inside the
envelope is a portrait of a girl with bright red hair, a striking green eye, and an unquenchable spirit. The twins
decide to adopt her, but their first meeting is anything but conventional. Anne arrives on a train, wearing a pink
dress, a blue hat, and carrying a suitcase full of books and a notebook of her own stories. She immediately stuns
Marilla with her dramatic entrance and her refusal to obey simple instructions.



As Anne settles into her new life, she quickly learns that the world of Avonlea is not as forgiving as her imagination
would have it. She faces teasing from the local children, especially George Baines, and struggles with the daily
chores that Marilla expects her to perform. Despite these challenges, Anne’s resilience and creativity shine through.
She befriends Clara, a young girl who shares her love of stories, and finds solace in the garden where she plants
wildflowers.

Throughout the film, Anne’s narrative voice—her inner thoughts, poems, and whimsical descriptions—provides a
lyrical backdrop that invites viewers to see the world through her eyes. The film’'s climax centers on Anne’s first
attempt to earn her place in the community, culminating in a heartfelt moment at the local church where she shares
her story of being adopted.

Key Characters

¢ Anne Shirley — The spirited, imaginative orphan with a fiery red hair who brings life to every corner of Avonlea.
Marilla Cuthbert — The stern, practical, yet ultimately loving guardian of Anne and her twin brother Matthew.

e Matthew Cuthbert — The gentle, supportive husband of Marilla who embraces Anne’s quirks.

¢ George Baines — The mischievous local boy who initially bullies Anne but later becomes a friend.

e Clara — Anne’s confidante and fellow dreamer who shares her love of books and storytelling.

e Mr. Andrew — The wise schoolmaster who encourages Anne’s intellectual pursuits.

Cast &amp; Crew

Below is a snapshot of the main cast and the creative forces behind the film.

 Lindsay Wagner as Anne Shirley — Her performance captures Anne’s exuberance and vulnerability.
» David Fox as Marilla Cuthbert — A strong presence that balances sternness with tenderness.

¢ Ruth MacKay as Matthew Cuthbert — The quiet, supportive husband.

e John B. Allen as George Baines — A boy who grows from antagonist to ally.

e Carol Kinney — Director, known for her sensitivity to period details.

¢ John Smith — Screenwriter, who adapted the novel with fidelity and charm.

e Stephen Stokes — Composer, whose score underscores the film's emotional beats.

Production Insights

Filming took place in picturesque locations across Prince Edward Island, capturing the authentic feel of the setting.
The production team worked closely with local historians to ensure accurate period costumes and props. The film’'s
cinematography, led by Mark R. Smith, employed soft lighting and natural landscapes to create a warm, nostalgic
atmosphere.

One of the most remarkable aspects of the production was the decision to include Anne’s inner monologue as a
narrative device. This technique allowed the audience to connect deeply with Anne’s thoughts, making her journey
even more relatable.

The film’s score, composed by Stephen Stokes, blends classical instrumentation with subtle folk elements,
echoing the rural Canadian setting. The soundtrack has become iconic among fans and is often played at
community events and school recitals.

Where to Watch the Full Movie

Finding a reliable source to watch Anne of Green Gables Part /tan be challenging, but there are several



reputable options available.

Official Streaming Platforms

« Amazon Prime Video — The film is available for purchase or rental. Subscribers can stream it on demand.
¢ Netflix — In select regions, the movie appears in the “Classic Canadian Cinema” collection.
¢ Hulu — Offers a rental option for a short fee.

Physical Media
e DVD &amp; Blu ray — A multi disc set that includes Anne of Green Gables Part /1 and its sequels.
« Digital Purchase — Available through iTunes and Google Play for a one time fee.
Public Library &amp; Educational Institutions
« Many university libraries and public libraries provide free access to the film for members. Check your local

catalog or the Canadian Film Institute for availability.

When choosing a platform, consider whether you prefer a physical copy for collectors or a streaming option for
convenience. Each method offers a high quality viewing experience.

Fan Community &amp; Resources

Anne of Green Gables has cultivated a vibrant fan base that spans generations. Here are some ways to immerse
yourself further into the world of Anne.

Online Forums &amp; Social Media

* Reddit (r/AnneofGreenGables) — A community where fans discuss plot twists, character theories, and fan art.

* Facebook Groups — “Anne of Green Gables Fans” and “Avonlea Community” offer event announcements and
fan meetups.

 Instagram — Use hashtags like #AnneOfGreenGables and #Avonlea to discover fan photos and creative
projects.

Books &amp; Merchandise

e Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables series remains a bestseller. Many editions feature
illustrations and author commentary.

¢ Merchandise such as Anne themed jewelry, home décor, and apparel can be found on Etsy and specialty
retailers.

Visiting Prince Edward Island

e Tourist attractions include the Anne of Green Gables Museum, the Green Gables House, and the
Gingerbread House, all of which recreate scenes from the film.

¢ Annual events like the Anne of Green Gables Festival celebrate the novel's legacy with performances,
workshops, and exhibitions.

Academic Resources

e University departments of Canadian literature and film studies often host seminars on the cultural impact of
the Anne series.
¢ Research papers and dissertations explore themes such as identity, gender, and rural community in the film.

Conclusion

Anne of Green Gables Part 1 remains a timeless classic that continues to captivate audiences with its blend of
humor, heart, and hope. Whether you're revisiting the story for the first time or discovering it anew, the film’s rich



storytelling and memorable characters make it a worthwhile watch. By exploring the film’s production background,
enjoying it through reliable streaming or physical media, and engaging with the vibrant fan community, you can
deepen your appreciation for Anne’s journey and the enduring legacy of Lucy Maud Montgomery’s masterpiece.

So, gather your favorite blanket, perhaps a cup of tea, and let Anne’s adventures transport you to the gentle hills of
Avonlea. Happy watching!
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