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All the Things You Are Sheet Music: A Complete Guide for Musicians

Whether you're a seasoned performer, an aspiring pianist, or a music teacher looking for fresh repertoire, the song
“All the Things You Are” has long been a staple in the jazz and popular music canon. Its lush harmonic
progressions, memorable melody, and expressive lyrical content make it a favorite for auditions, recitals, and
personal practice alike. In this article, we'll dive deep into everything you need to know about the song’s history, its
various arrangements, how to locate authentic sheet music, and practical tips for mastering it. By the end, you'll
have a clear roadmap for finding, studying, and performing the best all the things you are sheet musicavailable
today.

1.The Origins of “All the Things You Are”

“All the Things You Are” was composed by Jerome Kern with lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein Il for the 1939 musical
Show Boat. The song quickly rose to prominence, becoming a standard in both Broadway and the jazz world. Its
sophisticated chord changes and emotionally resonant melody have inspired countless musicians over the decades.

1.1. Musical Structure

The piece is written in the key of C major but frequently modulates to maintain interest. Its structure follows a 32-
bar AABA form, a common template in American popular music. The A sections present the main melodic theme,
while the B section (the bridge) introduces contrasting harmonic movement. Understanding this form is crucial
when studying the sheet music, as it helps musicians anticipate where key changes and thematic variations occur.

1.2. Why It Matters to Musicians

The song’s harmonic language offers a rich playground for exploring voice leading, modulation, and chromaticism.
For jazz musicians, the chord progression provides a solid foundation for improvisation. Pianists can use the piece
to practice voicing, pedal technique, and dynamic control. Vocalists benefit from the lyrical phrasing and emotional
depth the song demands.

2. Finding Authentic “All the Things You Are Sheet Music”

With so many arrangements available online, it can be challenging to determine which versions are reliable and
suitable for your skill level. Below, we outline reputable sources and key considerations when selecting sheet music.

2.1. Official Publishers

» Hal Leonard — Offers a range of arrangements from beginner piano to advanced jazz charts.
¢ Musicnotes — Provides downloadable PDF versions with adjustable key and tempo.
¢ Sheet Music Plus — Features both printed and digital copies, often including rehearsal marks.

These publishers ensure that the sheet music is correctly transcribed, copyright-compliant, and includes editorial
notes where necessary.

2.2. Library and Academic Resources

University libraries and public libraries often hold collections of original scores. The Library of Congress and the



International Music Score Library Project (IMSLP)also provide access to historical manuscripts. While these
resources may not always have the most recent arrangements, they are invaluable for studying the song’s original
composition.

2.3. Online Communities and Forums

Platforms such as Reddit’'s r/musictheory and JazzStandards.orghost user-shared arrangements. Always verify
that these versions are free from plagiarism and respect copyright laws. Many musicians also upload their own
transcriptions, which can be a great starting point for learning the piece.

3. Popular Arrangements for Different Instruments

“All the Things You Are” has been adapted for nearly every instrument. Below are some of the most common
arrangements that musicians typically look for.

3.1. Piano
1. Full Piano Score — Includes both hands, full harmony, and optional pedal markings.
2. Jazz Piano Arrangement — Features extended chords (9th, 11th, 13th) and swing rhythms.
3. Ballad Piano Version — Emphasizes lyrical phrasing and dynamic contrast.

3.2.Vocal

¢ Lead Vocal Sheet — Contains the main melody line with chord symbols.
¢ Accompaniment — Provides chord progressions for piano, guitar, or band.
e Multitrack Vocal Arrangement — Includes harmony parts and vocal arrangement notes.

3.3. Jazz Ensemble

Jazz groups often use a lead sheetthat includes the melody, chords, and a suggested rhythm section. For more
advanced groups, a full orchestration with parts for saxophone, trumpet, trombone, and rhythm section may be
preferred.

3.4. Guitar

Guitarists can find chord charts or full transcriptions. The chord charts are especially useful for beginners, while the
full transcriptions allow for intricate fingerstyle or jazz comping techniques.

4. Decoding the Chord Progression

One of the most celebrated aspects of “All the Things You Are” is its harmonic journey. Understanding the
progression is essential for both performers and composers who wish to use the song as a basis for improvisation.

4.1.The A Sections

The A sections often follow a pattern of |-vi—ii-V-I, a classic circle-of-fifths progression. This creates a sense of
resolution that anchors the listener. In the key of C, the progression might look like:

e Cmaj7 — A minor 7 — D minor 7 — G7 — Cmaj7
4.2.The B Section (Bridge)

The bridge introduces a modulation that adds tension. Typically, it moves through a series of secondary dominants
and key changes. For instance:

¢ Fmaj7 — B&mM7 — E&mmaj7 — A&m7 — D&mmaj7



4.3.The Final A Section

After the bridge, the song returns to the original key, often with a slight variation to maintain interest. Musicians
often add a coda or an extended ending to showcase their interpretive skills.

5. Practice Strategies for Mastering the Song

Mastering “All the Things You Are” requires a combination of technical skill, musicality, and theoretical
understanding. Below are targeted strategies for each type of musician.

5.1. For Pianists

1. Hand Independence — Practice the left-hand accompaniment separately to ensure a steady rhythmic
foundation.

2. Chord Voicings — Experiment with different inversions to find a sound that supports the melody.

3. Pedal Control — Use the sustain pedal sparingly during the bridge to avoid a muddy texture.
5.2. For Vocalists

1. Breath Control — Focus on phrasing that aligns with the song’s lyrical meter.

2. Emotion — Practice interpreting the lyrics to convey the song’s heartfelt message.

3. Pitch Accuracy — Record yourself and compare it to a reference track to fine-tune intonation.
5.3. For Jazz Musicians

1. Improvisation — Use the chord changes as a framework for soloing, exploring modes such as Dorian and
Lydian.

2. Rhythmic Variation — Incorporate swing feel and syncopation to bring a fresh energy.

3. Interaction — Practice with a rhythm section to develop dynamic communication.

6. Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced musicians can encounter common challenges when learning this piece. Here's how to address
them.

6.1. Overlooking Dynamic Nuances

“All the Things You Are” is a song that thrives on dynamic contrast. Avoid playing everything at the same volume;
instead, use crescendos and decrescendos to highlight emotional peaks.

6.2. Misreading Key Changes

Because the bridge modulates through several keys, it's easy to lose track of the tonal center. Mark key signatures
clearly in your sheet music or use a key-tracking app during practice.

6.3. Ignoring the Lyrics’ Context

For vocalists, neglecting the lyrical narrative can result in a flat performance. Analyze the lyrics’ meaning and
incorporate that understanding into your phrasing.

7. Performance Tips for Auditions and Recitals

When presenting “All the Things You Are” in a formal setting, consider the following:

« Rehearsal Marks — Use rehearsal marks to quickly navigate the piece during a live performance.
« Stage Presence — Engage the audience with eye contact and expressive gestures.
¢ Technical Readiness — Ensure you've mastered tricky passages, such as rapid arpeggios or complex chord



changes.

8. Recording Your Performance

Recording is an excellent way to evaluate your progress. Here are some tips to get the best results:

1. Microphone Placement — Position the microphone close enough to capture clarity but far enough to avoid
plosives.

2. Room Acoustics — Record in a quiet room with minimal echo.

3. Multiple Takes — Record several takes and choose the one that best captures the emotion and technical
precision.

9. Frequently Asked Questions

9.1.Is “All the Things You Are” in the public domain?

No. The song was written in 1939, and its copyright is still active. Always purchase or borrow sheet music from
reputable sources.

9.2. Can | use the song for aYouTube video?

Yes, but you'll need a mechanical license to distribute the music. Platforms like YouTube’s Content ID system will
flag copyrighted material if you don’t have the proper rights.

9.3.What is the best key for beginners?

Many beginner arrangements are transposed to G major or F major to accommodate easier fingerings.
10. Conclusion

“All the Things You Are” remains a timeless piece that continues to challenge and inspire musicians of all
backgrounds. By understanding its historical context, mastering its harmonic structure, and selecting the right
arrangement, you can bring this classic to life in your own unique way. Whether you're a pianist, vocalist, or jazz
ensemble, the all the things you are sheet musicyou choose will shape your performance and deepen your
musical expression. Dive into the rich world of this song, practice diligently, and let its beauty resonate with every
audience you encounter.
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