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Adobe Photoshop Touch User Guide

Adobe Photoshop Touch is the mobile version of the world �renowned image �editing powerhouse, designed to bring

professional �grade tools to your fingertips. Whether you’re a casual photographer looking to tweak a vacation

snapshot or a seasoned designer needing to create a quick mock �up on the go, this user guide will walk you through

everything you need to know—from installation and interface basics to advanced techniques and troubleshooting.

What is Adobe Photoshop Touch?

Adobe Photoshop Touch is a streamlined, touch �optimized version of Photoshop that runs on iOS and Android

devices. Unlike its desktop counterpart, the mobile app focuses on the most essential features, enabling users to

perform tasks such as cropping, retouching, layering, and applying filters with ease. The interface is built around

gestures—tap, pinch, swipe—making it intuitive for users who are accustomed to the natural feel of a touchscreen.

Key Features

•  Layer Management – Create, merge, and manipulate layers just like in desktop Photoshop.

•  Brush &amp; Clone Tools – Precision retouching and creative painting.

•  Adjustment Layers – Non �destructive color and exposure tweaks.

•  Smart Filters – Apply effects such as blur, sharpen, and stylization.

•  Text Layer Support – Add and style typography directly on your image.

•  Export Options – Save to device, share via social media, or upload to cloud services.

System Requirements

Before you dive into the app, make sure your device meets the minimum specifications to ensure smooth

performance.

•  iOS Devices: iPhone 5 or newer, iPad 2 or newer, iPod touch 5th generation or newer. Requires iOS 12.0 or 

later.

•  Android Devices: Android 4.4 (KitKat) or newer, 1GB RAM minimum, 512MB storage for the app itself 

(additional space needed for large files).

•  High �resolution display (1080p or higher) recommended for detailed work.

Installation &amp; Setup

Downloading the App

1. Open the App Store (iOS) or Google Play Store (Android).  

2. Search for “Adobe Photoshop Touch” or simply “Photoshop 

Touch.”  

3. Tap Install or Get, then authenticate with your Apple ID or Google account.  

4. Once the download completes, launch the app.

First Launch Experience



Upon opening, you’ll see a brief tutorial overlay that introduces the main workspace and essential tools. Take a

moment to swipe through these tips; they’ll help you get acquainted with the app’s layout and gesture controls.

Adobe Account Integration

Although the app can be used offline, connecting to your Adobe ID unlocks additional features:

1.  Tap the Account icon in the top right corner.

2.  Enter your Adobe credentials or create a new account.

3.  Grant permission for the app to access your cloud documents.

By linking your account, you can sync projects across devices, access Adobe Stock, and benefit from cloud backup.

Interface Overview

The Photoshop Touch interface is intentionally minimalistic to keep the focus on the image. Below are the primary

components:

Toolbar

Located at the bottom of the screen, the toolbar hosts the main editing tools: Crop, Brush, Clone, Text, Layers, and

Filters. Each icon expands into a sub �menu when tapped.

Layer Panel

On the left side, the Layer Panel lists all layers in your project. You can reorder layers by dragging, toggle visibility,

or lock a layer to prevent accidental edits.

Canvas

The central area displays your image. Pinch to zoom, double �tap to reset zoom, and swipe to pan. The canvas also

shows a grid overlay when enabled for precise alignment.

Menu

Accessed via the top left corner, the menu offers file operations (New, Open, Save), export options, and app

settings.

Getting Started: Basic Tools

Cropping &amp; Resizing

Tap the Crop icon, then drag the corners to adjust the frame. Use the Aspect Ratiotoggle to lock the proportions

(e.g., 4:3, 16:9). Once satisfied, tap the checkmark to apply.

Brush Tool

Choose the Brushicon, then select a brush preset (soft, hard, textured). Adjust size and opacity using the sliders

that appear. This tool is perfect for painting highlights, shadows, or adding decorative elements.

Clone Stamp

Great for retouching blemishes or removing unwanted objects. Tap Clone, then tap and hold on the area you want

to copy. Move your finger to the spot you wish to replace and release. The app automatically samples pixels from

the source point.

Text Layer

Tap Text, then tap anywhere on the canvas to create a text box. Use the toolbar that appears to change font, size,



color, and alignment. Text layers are fully editable—tap the text again to modify.

Layers &amp; Masks

Adding Layers

Layers can be added by tapping the Layer icon and selecting New Layer. This creates a blank canvas on which

you can paint, paste, or add text.

Layer Blending Modes

Each layer has a blending mode (Normal, Multiply, Overlay, etc.) that determines how it interacts with layers below.

Tap the layer, then tap the blending mode icon to cycle through options. Experimentation here can produce

dramatic visual effects.

Layer Masks

Layer masks allow you to hide or reveal portions of a layer non �destructively. To add a mask, select the layer, tap 

Mask, and paint with black (hide) or white (show). Use a soft brush for gradual transitions.

Adjustment Layers

Adjustment layers apply color corrections without altering the original image. Tap Adjustmentand choose from

options like Brightness/Contrast, Hue/Saturation, or Levels. These layers stack above the image layers and can be

toggled on/off.

Advanced Editing Techniques

Layer Compositing

Combine multiple images into a single composition. Import each image as a separate layer, then use blending 

modes and masks to merge them seamlessly. For example, you can overlay a portrait onto a scenic background by 

setting the portrait layer to Screen and masking the background.

Using Smart Filters

Smart Filters are non �destructive effects that can be edited later. To apply, tap Filter, then choose an effect such as 

Blur, Sharpen, or Stylize. After applying, double �tap the filter in the layer panel to adjust its intensity.

Color Grading

Achieve a cinematic look by adjusting the color balance. Create a new Adjustment Layer, choose Color Balance, 

and tweak the sliders for shadows, midtones, and highlights. Combine this with Curves for finer control.

Retouching Portraits

1.  Use the Clone tool to remove blemishes.  

Apply a subtle Blur filter to the background to make the subject pop.  

Add a Brightness/Contrast adjustment to enhance skin tones.  

Overlay a Vignette filter for a focused look.

Filters &amp; Effects

The filter library in Photoshop Touch includes a variety of artistic and practical effects. Below are some popular

choices and how to apply them:

Black &amp; White



Tap Filter, select Black &amp; White, then adjust the Contrast slider. This is great for creating timeless images.

Vintage

Choose the Vintage filter to add a warm, nostalgic tone. Fine �tune the Color Balance to achieve the desired mood.

HDR

Apply the HDR filter to enhance dynamic range. Increase Detail for sharper highlights and shadows.

Oil Paint

Simulate brush strokes by selecting Oil Paint. Adjust Brush Size and Stylization to control the effect.

Exporting and Sharing

Save to Device

Tap Menu !’ Save !’ Save Image. Choose the resolution (e.g., 1080p, 4K) and format (JPEG, PNG). The image will be

stored in your device’s photo library.

Export to Cloud

Connect to Adobe Creative Cloud or other cloud services by tapping Account and selecting Cloud Storage. Once

connected, you can directly upload your project for access from any device.

Share via Social Media

Use the Shareicon to post directly to Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter. The app automatically optimizes the image

for each platform’s preferred dimensions.

Export for Print

For high �resolution prints, choose Export !’ Print Ready. This option maintains the original DPI and color profile,

ensuring the print quality matches your expectations.

Tips &amp; Tricks

•  Use Gestures – Double �tap to undo, swipe left/right to cycle through tools.

•  Layer Locking – Lock layers you’re finished with to prevent accidental changes.

•  Shortcut Palette – Customize the toolbar to bring your most used tools to the front.

•  Non �Destructive Workflow – Always use adjustment layers and masks; you can tweak or remove them later.

•  Batch Editing – Use the Batch feature to apply the same filter to multiple images.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

App Crashes or Freezes

• Close the app completely and restart.  

• Ensure you’re running the latest version of Photoshop Touch.  

• Clear the app’s cache (Android) or delete and reinstall (iOS).  

• Check for device updates and install any pending OS updates.

Layer Not Visible

• Verify the layer’s visibility toggle is turned on.  

• Ensure the layer isn’t locked or hidden behind another layer.  

• Check the blending mode; some
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