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Action or Linking Verb Worksheet: A Comprehensive Guide for Teachers 
and Learners

Mastering the difference between action verbs and linking verbs is a cornerstone of English grammar. While many 

students grasp the concept in theory, they often struggle to apply it in real sentences. That’s where a well �crafted 

action or linking verb worksheetcomes in. These worksheets transform abstract rules into tangible practice,

enabling learners to identify, differentiate, and correctly use verbs in varied contexts.

In this article, we’ll explore why action and linking verbs matter, how to design effective worksheets, and best

practices for incorporating them into lesson plans. Whether you’re a seasoned educator, a homeschooling parent,

or an ESL tutor, this guide offers practical strategies and ready �to �use examples to elevate your teaching toolkit.

Understanding the Core Difference: Action vs. Linking Verbs

What Is an Action Verb?

Action verbs describe physical or mental activities. They are dynamic words that show what a subject is doing. 

Examples include run, jump, think, decide, and write. In the sentence “The dog runsin the park,” the verb “runs”

tells us the dog’s activity.

What Is a Linking Verb?

Linking verbs connect the subject to a noun, pronoun, or adjective that renames or describes it. They do not show 

action but rather a state of being. The most common linking verbs are forms of to be (am, is, are, was, were), seem

, become, and appear. For instance, in “She is a teacher,” “is” links “she” to the noun “teacher.”

Why the Distinction Matters

Understanding the distinction helps learners:

•  Choose the correct verb form in sentences.

•  Construct clear and grammatically accurate statements.

•  Improve reading comprehension by recognizing verb roles.

•  Write more varied and engaging prose.

Teachers often use worksheets to reinforce this concept, allowing students to practice in a structured, feedback �rich

environment.

The Role of Worksheets in Grammar Instruction

Why Worksheets Are Effective

Worksheets provide:

•  Immediate Practice: Students apply concepts right away.

•  Repetition: Repeated exposure solidifies memory.

•  Assessment: Teachers can quickly gauge understanding.

•  Scaffolding: Worksheets can be tiered from simple to complex.



Types of Worksheets for Action vs. Linking Verbs

Here’s a quick overview of worksheet formats that target verb identification and usage:

1.  Fill �in �the �Blank: Students choose the correct verb from a list.

2.  Matching: Pair verbs with their correct definitions or sentences.

3.  Sentence Transformation: Convert sentences using action or linking verbs.

4.  Error Correction: Identify and correct misplaced verbs.

5.  Multiple Choice: Select the appropriate verb in context.

6.  Creative Writing Prompts: Encourage students to write sentences using specific verbs.

Designing an Action or Linking Verb Worksheet

Step 1: Define Clear Learning Objectives

Before drafting a worksheet, decide what you want students to achieve. Example objectives:

•  Identify whether a verb is action or linking in a given sentence.

•  Use a list of verbs correctly in new sentences.

•  Distinguish between synonyms that function as action versus linking verbs.

Step 2: Choose Appropriate Difficulty Levels

Layer your worksheets to match student proficiency. For beginners, focus on basic verbs and simple sentences. 

Advanced students can tackle nuanced verbs, such as appear, feel, seem, look, which can function as both linking

and action verbs depending on context.

Step 3: Create Engaging Contexts

Incorporate relatable scenarios—sports, hobbies, family life—to make verbs feel real. Contextualized practice

boosts retention and keeps students motivated.

Step 4: Provide Clear Instructions

Use concise language and bullet points. Example:

Instructions: Read each sentence. Underline the verb. Circle whether it is an action or linkingverb. Provide the

answer key separately.

Step 5: Offer Immediate Feedback

Include an answer key or create a digital worksheet that auto �grades. Immediate correction helps students learn

from mistakes in real time.

Sample Worksheet: Action vs. Linking Verbs (Print Version)

Part A: Identify the Verb

Read each sentence. Write the verb in the blank space.

1.  The cat ____ on the mat. (action or linking?)

2.  She ____ a student. (action or linking?)

3.  They ____ excited about the trip. (action or linking?)

4.  He ____ a good listener. (action or linking?)

5.  The soup ____ hot. (action or linking?)

Part B: Choose the Correct Verb



Fill in the blanks with the appropriate verb from the box.

Verb Box: runs, is, feels, appear, writes

1.  The athlete ____ in the marathon.

2.  It ____ raining outside.

3.  She ____ a talented musician.

4.  The picture ____ beautiful.

5.  He ____ a letter to his friend.

Answer Key

•  Part A: 1) runs (action) 2) is (linking) 3) is (linking) 4) is (linking) 5) is (linking)

•  Part B: 1) runs 2) is 3) is 4) appears 5) writes

Digital Worksheets: Enhancing Interactivity

Benefits of Digital Formats

•  Instant Scoring: Auto �grade multiple �choice and fill �in questions.

•  Multimedia: Embed audio or video for listening practice.

•  Accessibility: Adjustable font sizes and screen �reader compatibility.

•  Data Tracking: Monitor student progress over time.

Popular Platforms

•  Google Forms: Create quizzes with instant feedback.

•  Quizizz: Gamified quizzes that track performance.

•  Kahoot! Interactive games for classroom engagement.

•  Flubaroo: Add grading to Google Docs or Sheets.

Integrating Worksheets into Lesson Plans

Warm �Up Activity (5 �10 Minutes)

Start with a quick “verb bingo” where students identify action and linking verbs in a short paragraph.

Direct Instruction (10 �15 Minutes)

Explain the difference using examples, and demonstrate how to identify verbs in sentences.

Guided Practice (15 �20 Minutes)

Hand out the worksheet. Walk through the first few questions together, modeling how to underline and categorize

verbs.

Independent Practice (15 �20 Minutes)

Students complete the remaining worksheet items on their own. Encourage them to check their answers against

the key afterward.

Closing Discussion (5 �10 Minutes)

Review common mistakes and clarify any lingering questions. Highlight the importance of verb choice in clarity and

tone.

Adapting Worksheets for ESL Learners



Simplify Language

Use clear, concise sentences and avoid idiomatic expressions that might confuse non �native speakers.

Incorporate Visual Aids

Pair verbs with pictures or icons to reinforce meaning.

Use Parallel Structures

Provide sentences that follow a predictable pattern, such as “She _____ a teacher” versus “She _____ running.”

Scaffold with Word Banks

Give a list of verbs to choose from, reducing the cognitive load of generating words from scratch.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

•  Over �Simplification: Neglecting to introduce verbs that can function as both action and linking (e.g., appear, 

feel).

•  Neglecting Context: Failing to provide enough context for students to discern verb roles.

•  Insufficient Feedback: Not reviewing answers or explaining why a choice was incorrect.

•  One �Size �Fits �All: Using the same worksheet for all proficiency levels without differentiation.

Resources for Teachers

Free Worksheet Templates

•  Education.com – Printable grammar worksheets.

•  Twinkl – Extensive library of teacher �grade worksheets.

•  CommonLit – Free reading passages with embedded grammar exercises.

Online Verb Dictionaries

•  Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries – Clear definitions and example sentences.

•  Cambridge Dictionary – Audio pronunciations and usage notes.

Professional Development

•  Edutopia – Articles on grammar instruction strategies.

•  TESOL International Association – Resources for teaching English to speakers of other languages.

•  Coursera &amp; edX – Courses on curriculum design and assessment.

Conclusion

Action and linking verbs may seem like a small part of the English language, but mastering them unlocks greater

fluency, precision, and confidence in both writing and speaking. By incorporating thoughtfully designed worksheets

—whether printed or digital—teachers can provide targeted practice that bridges theory and application. With clear

objectives, engaging contexts, and immediate feedback, students will not only recognize the difference between

action and linking verbs but also use them effectively in everyday communication.

Start today by selecting one of the sample worksheets or creating your own, and watch your students transform

their sentences from simple to sophisticated. Happy teaching!
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