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Introduction

When chemistry students walk into a laboratory, the first thing that often greets them is a glass of clear liquid, a
burette, and a set of reagents ready for a titration. Acid—base titrations and volumetric analyses are cornerstones of
analytical chemistry, allowing precise determination of unknown concentrations, the study of reaction stoichiometry,
and the validation of theoretical concepts. For many, the challenge lies not just in performing the experiment, but in
interpreting the data and presenting clear, accurate lab answers that demonstrate a deep understanding of the
underlying principles.

In this article we will walk through every step of a typical acid—base titration, from planning and safety to data
analysis and troubleshooting. We will also provide sample lab answers, common pitfalls, and tips for writing a
polished report. Whether you're a first year student tackling your first titration or a seasoned analyst refining your
technique, this guide offers a comprehensive resource that blends theory with practical guidance.

Why Acid—Base Titration Matters

Acid—-base titrations serve multiple purposes in chemistry:

¢ Quantitative Analysis: Determining the exact concentration of an unknown acid or base.
e Stoichiometry: Confirming the mole ratio in a neutralization reaction.

¢ Quality Control: Ensuring the purity of pharmaceutical or food-grade substances.

* Environmental Monitoring: Measuring pH and acidity in water samples.

Because titrations rely on precise volume measurements, they also train students to master pipetting, burette
reading, and the use of indicators or pH meters—all critical laboratory skills.

Fundamental Concepts

1. Acid—Base Definitions

The Brgnsted—Lowry definition frames acids as proton donors and bases as proton acceptors. For example,
hydrochloric acid (HCI) donates a proton to water, forming hydronium ions (H fO z), while sodium hydroxide (NaOH)
accepts a proton, generating hydroxide ions (OH {).

2. Neutralization Reaction

In a simple titration, an acid reacts with a base in a 1:1 stoichiometric ratio:
Hz+OH{!"H,O
However, polyprotic acids or bases introduce additional steps, requiring careful consideration of equivalence points.

3. Equivalence Point and End Point

The equivalence point is the theoretical moment when stoichiometrically equal amounts of acid and base have
reacted. The end point is the practical indicator of that moment, often identified by a color change or a sudden pH
shift.



4. Indicators and pH Meters

Common indicators include phenolphthalein (colorless to pink) and methyl orange (red to yellow). pH meters
provide a more precise measurement, especially for weak acids or bases where the equivalence point does not
produce a dramatic color change.

5.Volumetric Analysis

Volumetric analysis uses measured volumes of solutions to determine concentrations. The key equation is:
CeVe=C)\V,
where C is concentration and V is volume.

Lab Preparation

1. Safety First

1. Wear goggles, lab coat, and gloves at all times.
2. Handle acids and bases with care, using a fume hood if available.
3. Know the location of the emergency eyewash station and first aid kit.

2. Reagent Selection

Choose a strong acid (e.g., HCI) or base (e.g., NaOH) for a clear endpoint. If studying weak acids or bases, ensure
you have the appropriate indicator or a calibrated pH meter.

3. Equipment Calibration

Verify that the burette, pipette, and pH meter are calibrated. Check the burette for air bubbles and ensure the tap is
functioning properly.

Step by Step Procedure

1. Standardization of the Titrant

Before measuring the unknown, standardize the titrant (e.g., NaOH) using a primary standard such as potassium
hydrogen phthalate (KHP). This step provides the accurate concentration of the titrant.

Weigh approximately 0.1 g of KHP using an analytical balance.
Dissolve in distilled water and transfer to a conical flask.

Add a few drops of phenolphthalein.

Titrate with NaOH until a persistent pink color appears.

Record the volume and calculate the exact NaOH concentration.
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2. Titration of the Unknown Acid

1. Measure 25.00 mL of the unknown acid with a pipette and transfer to a clean Erlenmeyer flask.
Add 3-4 drops of phenolphthalein.

Fill the burette with the standardized NaOH solution.

Slowly titrate, swirling the flask, until the pink color persists for at least 30 seconds.

Record the final burette reading.

6. Repeat the titration at least twice for reproducibility.
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3. Data Recording

Use a lab notebook or digital spreadsheet to record:



Initial and final burette readings.

e Number of titrations performed.

e Temperature of the solutions (if relevant).

e Observations on color change and any anomalies.

Calculating the Concentration of the Unknown

After standardization, the concentration of the unknown acid (Ce¢) can be calculated using the stoichiometric
relationship:

Ce=(CexVamE)/Ve

where C o is the concentration of the titrant, V ce is the volume of titrant used, and V ¢ is the volume of the acid.
Example:

Standardized NaOH concentration = 0.100 M
Volume of NaOH used = 15.20 mL
Volume of unknown acid = 25.00 mL

Plugging into the formula:

C+=(0.100 M x 15.20 mL) / 25.00 mL = 0.0608 M

Interpreting pH Curves

Plotting the pH against the volume of titrant added produces a titration curve. Key features include:

e Buffer Region: The pH changes slowly as the titrant is added.
e Equivalence Point: A steep rise (for acids) or drop (for bases) in the pH.
< End Point; The point where the indicator changes color, often near the equivalence point.

Understanding the shape of the curve helps in selecting the appropriate indicator and in confirming the reaction
stoichiometry.

Common Lab Errors and How to Avoid Them

1. Air Bubbles in the Burette

Air pockets can lead to inaccurate volume readings. To avoid this, run the solution through the burette before
recording the initial reading, ensuring no bubbles remain.

2. Incomplete Mixing

Insufficient stirring can cause localized concentration differences. Always swirl the flask gently during titration.

3. Indicator Sensitivity
Using an indicator with a pH range that does not match the equivalence point can produce a vague end point. For
weak acids or bases, a pH meter is preferable.

4. Temperature Fluctuations

Temperature changes affect solution density and reaction rates. Maintain a constant temperature, or record the
temperature and apply corrections if necessary.



Sample Lab Report Structure

A clear, concise lab report demonstrates mastery of the experiment. Here's a recommended structure:

Title — Include the main keywords.

Abstract — Summarize the purpose, key results, and conclusions.

Introduction — Provide background, objectives, and hypotheses.

Materials and Methods — Detail reagents, equipment, and step by step procedure.
Results — Present tables, graphs, and raw data.

Discussion — Interpret results, compare with literature values, and discuss errors.
Conclusion — Summarize findings and suggest improvements.

References — Cite all sources.
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Example Table of Results



Titration # Initial Reading (mL) Final Reading (mL) Volume Used (mL)

1 0.00 15.20 15.20
2 0.00 15.25 15.25
3 0.00 15.18 15.18

Advanced Topics

1.Titration of Polyprotic Acids

When titrating acids with multiple dissociation steps (e.g., phosphoric acid), each proton is titrated at a different pH.
The curve shows multiple equivalence points, requiring careful selection of indicators or multiple pH meter readings.

2. Back Titration

Back titration is useful when the unknown is a weak base or a solid that is difficult to dissolve. An excess of a strong
acid is added, and the remaining acid is titrated with a strong base to determine the amount of base present.

3. Calculating Buffer Capacity

Buffer capacity (;"" V ¢F—f-W2 66CWF-06¢é s resistance to pH change:

rOfn/9G, rf oV)
where 9Fa —2 FtR O+V¢B 6b 6-B6& 6R FFVBA "pH is the resulting pH change, and V is the volume of the buffer.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

Q: How many titrations should | perform?

Perform at least three titrations for reproducibility. Use the average value and calculate the standard deviation to
assess precision.

Q:
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