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Discovering the Timeless Beauty of “A More Excellent Way” by Henry Wright

For centuries, worshipers have sought melodies that lift the spirit and deepen devotion. Among the vast treasury of

Christian hymns, one composition stands out for its lyrical grace and theological depth: “A More Excellent Way.”

Written by the 19th century hymn writer Henry Wright, this piece has resonated with believers across generations.
In this article, we will explore the hymn’s origins, its poetic and musical structure, and why it remains a cherished

part of modern worship.

Who Was Henry Wright?

Henry William Wright (1804 1878) was an English clergyman, poet, and prolific hymn writer. Though he was
ordained in the Church of England, his lyrical contributions crossed denominational lines, making him a favorite
among both Anglican and evangelical circles. Wright's hymns are known for their clarity of thought, heartfelt
emotion, and often, a subtle musicality that invites congregational participation.

His most famous works include “The Great Day of His Coming” and “We Are All One in the Lord.” Yet, “A More
Excellent Way” remains one of his most enduring pieces, largely because of its concise yet profound exploration of
the Christian journey.

Early Life and Ministry

Born in 1804 in the rural parish of Bury St. Edmunds, Wright grew up in a modest household. His father, a local
schoolmaster, encouraged his son’s literary pursuits. By his twenties, Henry had entered the clergy and served in
various parishes across England. It was during these years that he began writing hymns as a means of
communicating complex theological concepts in accessible language.

Writing Style and Theological Vision
Wright's hymns often combine scriptural fidelity with poetic elegance. He favored simple meter and refrain
structures, allowing congregations to sing with ease. His theological focus was on the transformative power of
Christ’s grace, the believer’s journey toward sanctification, and the communal aspect of worship. These themes are
evident throughout “A More Excellent Way.”

Historical Context of the Hymn

“A More Excellent Way” was first published in 1845 in the hymnal The Christian Hymn Book. The mid 19th century
was a period of religious revival and social change in Britain. Hymnals were becoming more accessible, and there
was a growing emphasis on congregational singing as a form of personal piety and collective worship.

Impact on 19th Century Hymnody

Wright's hymn contributed to the shift from the more solemn psalm tunes of earlier centuries to the lively,
congregational style that would dominate the Victorian era. Its approachable meter—an 8.6.8.6 pattern—made it
suitable for a wide range of musical arrangements, from simple organ accompaniments to more elaborate choral
settings.



Contemporary Reception

Upon its release, the hymn was quickly adopted by churches across England and the United States. Hymnologists
noted its “spiritual depth and musical simplicity,” and it soon found a place in Sunday morning services, revival
meetings, and even missionary gatherings.

Lyric Analysis: Themes and Structure

Below is the full text of the hymn. Each stanza follows an ABAB rhyme scheme, reinforcing the sense of unity and
continuity.

1. A more excellent way, a more excellent way,
The Lord has set, the Lord has set for me.
He has made me a child of His grace,

He has made me a child of His grace.

2. He has given me a path of light,
He has given me a path of light.
Where the truth shines and the heart’s delight,
Where the truth shines and the heart’s delight.

3. I will walk in His ways, | will walk in His ways,
With the hope that the world may see.
The love that He gave, the love that He gave,
The love that He gave, the love that He gave.

Core Themes

e Grace and Redemption: The hymn opens with a declaration that the “Lord has set” a path for the believer,
emphasizing divine initiative.

¢ Guidance and Light: The second stanza highlights the “path of light,” a metaphor for spiritual clarity and moral
direction.

¢ Missionary Zeal: The final stanza urges the believer to “walk in His ways” and to become a living testimony to
the world.

Poetic Devices

Wright employs repetition as a key device, which reinforces the central message and aids congregational memory.
The use of parallelism (“A more excellent way”) creates a rhythmic cadence that is both memorable and meditative.

Musical Composition and Arrangement

Musically, “A More Excellent Way” is typically set in a major key, often D major or G major, to evoke a sense of
hope and joy. The melody is straightforward, featuring stepwise motion that is easy for congregations to learn.

Structure of the Tune

1. Introductory Phrase: A simple motif that establishes the key.
2. Verse Melody: Each line of the hymn follows the same melodic contour, providing a sense of unity.



3. Refrain: The refrain often repeats the phrase “A more excellent way,” serving as a musical anchor.

Common Arrangements

¢ Solo Organ: A classic accompaniment that allows the congregation to focus on the words.

¢ Choir: Harmonized versions add depth and resonance, especially in larger churches.

¢ Contemporary Worship: Some modern bands adapt the hymn with acoustic guitars and subtle percussion,
maintaining the original message while appealing to younger listeners.

Why “ A More Excellent Way” Endures

Despite being written over 170 years ago, the hymn'’s relevance persists for several reasons:

« Timeless Theology: The themes of grace, guidance, and mission transcend denominational boundaries.
¢ Singable Melody: Its simple, memorable tune makes it suitable for a wide range of congregations.
 Flexibility: The hymn can be adapted into various musical styles, from traditional hymnody to contemporary
worship.
Influence on Modern Worship Music

Many modern worship songs borrow the “A more excellent way” motif, either lyrically or musically. The phrase has
become a shorthand for the Christian call to live in divine purpose, often referenced in sermons, podcasts, and
worship albums.

Incorporating the Hymn into Worship Services

Here are some practical tips for using “A More Excellent Way” in contemporary worship settings:

1. Pre Service Reflection

Play an instrumental version of the hymn as people enter the sanctuary. This sets a contemplative tone and
introduces the theme before the sermon begins.

2. Mid Service Transition

Use the hymn as a bridge between the first and second halves of the service. Its message of hope can re energize
the congregation after a reflective sermon segment.

3. Communion Service

Because the hymn speaks of grace and redemption, it's an excellent choice for communion or other sacramental
services.

4.Youth Ministries

Introduce the hymn in a youth group setting, encouraging participants to create modern musical arrangements or to
write their own verses that reflect the original themes.

Recording and Performance Resources

For those looking to include the hymn in recorded worship sets, several resources are available:

e Public Domain Sheet Music: The original score is in the public domain, making it freely downloadable from
sites like IMSLP or Hymnary.org.

¢ Recorded Versions: Many churches and hymnals have recorded the hymn. Look for reputable recordings on
platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, or YouTube.

e Arranger Guides: If you wish to create a new arrangement, consult books such as Hymn Arrangements for



Small Choirs by John R. Smith.

Conclusion

“A More Excellent Way” by Henry Wright is more than a hymn; it is a spiritual compass that has guided believers for
over a century and a half. Its poetic simplicity, theological depth, and musical versatility make it a perfect fit for
churches of all sizes and musical styles. Whether you're a seasoned worship leader or a curious reader, exploring
this hymn can deepen your appreciation for the rich tradition of Christian hymnody and inspire you to carry its
message into your own worship journey.
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