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113 Sum and Difference Identities: A Comprehensive Guide

In the world of trigonometry, the sum and difference identities are indispensable tools that allow us to simplify

complex expressions, solve equations, and understand the behavior of trigonometric functions in greater depth.

Whether you are a high �school student tackling a challenging worksheet, a college student preparing for an exam,

or a professional applying trigonometry in engineering, mastering these identities opens up a world of possibilities.

This article dives deep into the 113 sum and difference identities, exploring their origins, derivations, practical uses,

and common pitfalls. By the end of this guide, you’ll feel confident applying these formulas to any trigonometric

problem that comes your way.
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Overview of Sum and Difference Identities

The sum and difference identities express trigonometric functions of the form sin(a ± b), cos(a ± b), and tan(a ± b) 

in terms of the functions of the individual angles a and b. These formulas are fundamental because they enable us

to transform expressions that involve sums or differences of angles into products or quotients of simpler terms. This

transformation is especially useful when solving trigonometric equations, integrating trigonometric functions, or

simplifying expressions in physics and engineering.

The classic set of sum and difference identities includes:

•  Sine: sin(a ± b) = sin a cos b ± cos a sin b

•  Cosine: cos(a ± b) = cos a cos b "� sin a sin b

•  Tangent: tan(a ± b) = (tan a ± tan b) / (1 "� tan a tan b)

These identities are often taught early in trigonometry courses because they form the backbone of many advanced

topics, such as Fourier series, complex analysis, and differential equations.

Historical Context and Development

Trigonometric identities have a rich history that dates back to ancient civilizations. The earliest known trigonometric



table, compiled by Hipparchus around 150 BCE, included values for sine and cosine. However, it was the Greeks

and Indians who first recognized the relationships between angles and their trigonometric functions, leading to the

development of sum and difference formulas.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, mathematicians like François Viète and Isaac Newton formalized these identities

using algebraic methods. The 19th century saw further refinement, with mathematicians such as Augustin-Louis

Cauchy and Carl Friedrich Gauss exploring complex numbers and Euler’s formula, which provided elegant proofs

of the sum and difference identities.

Today, these identities are taught worldwide, and they continue to be essential in modern mathematical research,

computer graphics, signal processing, and many other fields.

Sum Identities for Sine, Cosine, and Tangent

Sine Sum Identity

The sine sum identity states that for any angles a and b,

sin(a + b) = sin a cos b + cos a sin b

This formula can be derived from the unit circle or from the addition formulas for complex exponentials. The key

insight is that the sine of a sum is a combination of the sine and cosine of the individual angles, reflecting the

orthogonal components of the resulting vector.

Cosine Sum Identity

The cosine sum identity is similar but includes a subtraction sign:

cos(a + b) = cos a cos b – sin a sin b

It reflects how the horizontal component of the resulting vector is affected by both angles.

Tangent Sum Identity

The tangent sum identity is derived from the sine and cosine sum identities:

tan(a + b) = (tan a + tan b) / (1 – tan a tan b)

When the denominator equals zero, the tangent function is undefined, corresponding to an angle of <�ó"�²�³À.

Difference Identities for Sine, Cosine, and Tangent

Sine Difference Identity

The sine difference identity is obtained by replacing b with –b in the sine sum identity:

sin(a – b) = sin a cos b – cos a sin b

Cosine Difference Identity

Similarly, the cosine difference identity becomes:

cos(a – b) = cos a cos b + sin a sin b

Tangent Difference Identity

And the tangent difference identity is:

tan(a – b) = (tan a – tan b) / (1 + tan a tan b)



These difference formulas are just as useful as the sum formulas, especially when simplifying expressions or

solving equations that involve subtraction of angles.

Derivations Using Geometric and Algebraic Methods

Understanding the derivations of these identities helps solidify your grasp and provides additional tools for proving

related results.

Geometric Derivation Using the Unit Circle

Consider two points on the unit circle with angles a and b. By constructing a right triangle and using the definitions 

of sine and cosine, we can express the coordinates of the point at angle a + b in terms of the coordinates at angles 

a and b. The resulting equations are precisely the sum identities.

Algebraic Derivation Using Complex Exponentials

Euler’s formula states that e^(i;‚’�Ò�6÷2�¸ + i sin ;€. Multiplying two such expressions yields:

e^(i(a+b)) = e^(ia) e^(ib) = (cos a + i sin a)(cos b + i sin b)

Equating real and imaginary parts gives the cosine and sine sum identities, respectively. Dividing the sine sum by

the cosine sum yields the tangent sum identity.

Proof by Substitution

Starting from the sine sum identity, one can substitute b = –bto derive the sine difference identity. This simple

substitution technique works for all three functions and demonstrates the symmetry inherent in trigonometric

relationships.

Applications in Geometry, Physics, and Engineering

Sum and difference identities appear in numerous real �world contexts. Below are some common applications.

•  Geometry: Calculating the area of a triangle using the formula A = ½ ab sin C often requires transforming 

angles using sum identities.

•  Physics: In wave interference, the resultant amplitude of two waves depends on the phase difference. Sum 

identities help determine constructive and destructive interference patterns.

•  Electrical Engineering: AC circuit analysis uses phasor addition, which relies on the sum identities to combine 

voltages and currents.

•  Computer Graphics: Rotations in 3D space are represented by matrices that involve trigonometric functions. 

The sum identities simplify the computation of composite rotations.

•  Signal Processing: Fourier series expansions use sum and difference identities to express complex signals as 

sums of sines and cosines.

Worked Examples: Problem 113 and Beyond

Let’s walk through a detailed example that incorporates the 113 sum and difference identities. Suppose we need to

evaluate the following expression:

113 sin(30°) cos(45°) + 113 cos(30°) sin(45°)

Notice that the structure matches the sine sum identity: sin(a + b) = sin a cos b + cos a sin b. Here, a = 30° and b = 

45°. Therefore, the expression simplifies to:



113 sin(75°)

Evaluating sin(75°) using known values or a calculator gives approximately 0.9659. Multiplying by 113 yields:

113 × 0.9659 "H 109.2

Thus, the original expression evaluates to roughly 109.2.

Below are additional illustrative examples that demonstrate the versatility of sum and difference identities.

Example 1: Simplifying a Complex Trigonometric Expression

Evaluate cos(2;‚’	b�&6÷2ƒ¸) + 1 using sum identities.

Using the double �angle identity cos(2;‚’�Ò�6÷;#¸ – sin²;‚�Ò�&6÷;#¸ – 1, we can rewrite the expression as:

2cos²;‚	b��	b�&6÷3¸ + 1 = 2cos²;‚	b�&6÷3¸

Factoring out 2cos;‚�v—`es:

2cos;‚†6÷3¸ – 1)

Thus, the simplified form is 2cos;‚†6÷3¸ – 1).

Example 2: Solving a Trigonometric Equation

Find all solutions to sin(2x) = sin(x) in the interval [0, 2<�Òà

Using the sine difference identity, we have:

sin(2x) – sin(x) = 0 !’ 2 sin(x) cos(x) – sin(x) = 0

Factor out sin(x):

sin(x)(2cos(x) – 1) = 0

Thus, sin(x) = 0 or cos(x) = ½. Solving each gives x = 0, <�Â�#À for sin(x) = 0, and x = <�ó2Â�SÀ/3 for cos
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